St. Paul’s Lutheran Church APRIL 2026 EPISTLES

Pastor Dave Castner

320 South Oak Street, PO Box 410

Forrest, IL 61741

Church: 815-657-8506

Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com

Website: www.forreststpaulslutheran.com

Sunday School 9:00 am n—

Worship 10:00 am Facebook @SPLutheran125
Pastor: Dave Castner Please have all
Cell: 970-290-1268 mforstiation;for
Email: 2riz1994 h the bulletin turned

matl. griz @vyahoo.com into the office by

Secretary: Beverly Koerner 9am Wednesday s %
Cell: 815-848-4398 morning and MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com {’lefWSICtt?f 4 Council Meeting

. : information turne .
Prayer Chain: Carolyn Riha e tie olfice By | April 12
Cell: 815-674-3336 the 34 Sunday of Devotions: Pastor Dave
Email: generiha@mchsi.com the month.
Please give the church office any address changes, new
phone numbers, new email addresses, etc ... so that we
can contact you when necessary.

In the Future...

e May 9 - Forrest Food Pantry

e May 10— Mother’s Day

e May 17 — Newsletter Info Due

e May 17 — Church Council Meeting after church
e May 25— Memorial Day

to Our Church
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

As we approach Easter, I am continually reminded of the crucifixion and death of
Jesus. The difficult part for me is that it was such a horrific way to die. It was so
ghastly that Roman citizens were not subjected to it. The apostle Paul, when he
was executed, was beheaded because as a Roman citizen he could not be
crucified so he was given a more humane and honorable death.

Wasn't it enough that Jesus had to die, much less in such a manner? Being the
son of God, couldn’t there have been other ways in which Jesus could express his
love for us? The Apostle Paul explains it this way in 1 Corinthians 1:22-23, “Has
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God,
the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand
signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles...”

Though I have these questions, and many more, the truth is that Jesus did die for
you and me, and his death was in one of the most horrific ways that man has
been able to devise to kill another. His willingness to die shows a love that is
beyond comprehension and even though I may not be able to fully comprehend
his extraordinary love for us, I can still be thankful for it. His sacrifice is the
ultimate expression of love.

What I do realize is that I would not want to live in a world without Jesus and I
have come to realize that I cannot imagine living my life without the love of
Christ in me and surrounding me. I also know that without his atoning sacrifice,
we could never be righteous in the eyes of God by our own merit. Thankfully, we
do not have to worry because Jesus loves me, and us, more than himself.

Blessings to you this Easter,
Pastor Dave



ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
March 8, 2026

Members present: Brent Crane, Samantha Stork, Carolyn Riha, Tom Kilgus, Randy Doran, Monica Markley,
Jerry Austman,

Meeting called to order at 11:17am.

Devotions: Monica Markley

I. Secretary’s Report — attached. Motion to approve: Jerry Austman seconded: Samantha Stork. Motion
carried.
1L Treasurer’s Report Motion to approve Treasurer’s report: Carolyn Riha seconded: Jerry Austman.

Motion carried.

*Motion to increase Supply Pastor compensation from $150 to $175. Motion to approve: Jerry Austman;
seconded: Randy Doran.
II1.  Pastor’s Report - none

IV,  Committee Reports

A. Worship E. Second Century

B. Christian Education F. Trustees/Properties
C. Paul’s Place G. Evangelism

D. Memorial H. Vision Fund

V.  Old Business
A. Council will hold some additional meetings to discuss finances and look more closely at the numbers

with the intention of saving money. Council will seek congregation approval on significant changes. The first
meeting will be Wednesday, March 11 after the Lent Soup Supper and Service,

VI.  New Business
A. Letter from Bev - Bev will be retiring as of the end of June. Her and her husband are retiring from

farming and looking to do some traveling. We thank Bev for her 9 years of service as Church Secretary! We
would greatly appreciate having a member of the church volunteer to fulfill this role, but would be willing to
pay someone from the outside if necessary.

B. The Synod Assembly is through a zoom this year and in lieu of an in-person registration fee, it is a
$25/person fee.

VII.  Upcoming Dates
March 11, 16, 25 — 6pm Lent Soup Supper and Worship Service
March 17 — 5pm Evangelism Meeting
March 29 — Palm Sunday
April 2 — 7pm Maundy Thursday Communion Worship
April 3 — 7pm Good Friday Worship
April 5 -- 8am Easter Sunday Worship and Breakfast (No Sunday School)

VIII. Next Meeting: April 12, 2026
Next Month Devotions: Pastor Dave Castner

Carolyn Riha made a motion to adjourn; Samantha Stork seconded. Meeting adjourned at 11:45am

Adjourn with Lord’s Prayer
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St. Paul’'s Lutheran Church
Forrest, lllinois
Annual Meeting February 1, 2026

Minutes

Opening
a. Call to Order — Neal Harms, President
b. Prayer — Pastor Dave Castner
c. Motion to Accept the Agenda — Neal Harms, President
i. Motion to accept: Jerry Austman; seconded: Brent Crane. Motion

carries.

Reports
a. 2025 Annual Meeting Minutes — Monica Markley, Council Secretary
i, Motion to accept: Lisa Heiser; seconded: Gene Riha. Motion carries.
b. Treasurer's Report — Tom Kilgus
i. Motion to accept: Jerry Austman; seconded: Lisa Heiser. Motion
carries.
Statistical Parish Report — Beverly Koerner
Pastor's Reflections — Pastor Dave Castner

Memorial Fund - Tom Kilgus

- e a0

Evangelism/Stewardship - Jerry & Peg Austman and Gene & Carolyn Riha

Second Century — Art Lehmann

> @

Vision Fund - Jerry Austman

Lutheran Youth Organization — Jeff Austman

j. Christian Education/Sunday School — Julie Harms
k. Lady's Bible Study Group - Judy Bachtold

|. Paul's Place — Paula Crane

m. Piecemakers — Carolyn Riha



n. Christian Education - Julie Harms

.
I

Motion to accept items c - n: Peg Austman; seconded: Sandy Schrof.

Motion carries.

2. Old Business - none

3. New Business

a. Elections Church Council - 3-year term 2026, 2027 & 2028

i. Church Council — Caroclyn Riha — Trustee, Randy Doran — Deacon,

1.

Tom Kilgus — Treasurer
Motion to accept new members; Samantha Stork; seconded_:

L.isa Heiser. Motion carries.

i. Synod Delegates — Gene & Carolyn Riha (meeting will be by ZOOM this year)

Prairieview Delegates — Terry & Judy Bachtold

iv. Committee Chairs

1.
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Memorial - Tom Kilgus

Evangelism - Jerry & Peg Austman and Gene & Carofyn Riha
Second Century — Arf Lehmann

Vision - Jerry Austman

Property - Trustees

Christian Education — Julie Harms

Worship — Pam Kilgus

Paul's Place — Paula Crane

b. Staff Compensation

\2

Pastor - 3% raise

Secretary - $1/hour raise (will be $19/hour)
Organist/Pianist - $4/hour raise (will be $88/service)
Cleaning staff - $1/hour raise (will be $27/hour)

1.

Motion to accept: Jerry Austman; seconded: Tom Kilgus. Motion

carries.



¢. Financial Support

i,
ii.
i,
iv.
V.

vi.

Madagascar Seminarians - will be eliminated
Prairieview - $1500

Fairview Haven - $1500

Matt and Janelle Steidinger — Amazon - $2500
Dan and Dawn Hall — Albania - $2500

Evan Bachtold Family — Ireland - $2500

4. Thank you’s!

a. Neal gave thanks for all that is done behind the scenes to keep the church

running. In return, the church gave thanks to Neal for the leadership he

provided during his two terms.

5. Adjourn

a. Motion to Adjourn: Brent Crane; seconded: Samantha Stork. Motion

carries.

b. Close with Lord’s Prayer

Respectfully submitted,

Monica Markley



St. Paul’s Lutheran Church — 2026 Council Members

Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com Phone: 815-657-8506
Pastor Dave Castner, Cell Phone: 970-290-1298, Email: grizl 994@yahoo.com

Brent Crane (2024-2027) President/Deacon (C) 815-674-8314

berane@first-online.com

Lisa Heiser (2024-2027) VP/ Elder (C) 815-419-7998

lisa.heiser7287(@gmail.com

Monica Markley (2025-2028) Secretary (C) 815-419-4545

monicajmaurer@gmail.com

Tom Kilgus (2021-2026) Treasurer (C) 309-824-4590

tomkilgus@yahoo.com

Samantha Stork (2025-2028) Elder (C) 815-848-5602

mrsstork08@hotmail.com

Randy Doran (2026-2029) Deacon (H) 815-692-6447 (C) 815-867-3236

berane@first-online.com

Jerry Austman (2025-2028) Trustee (C) 815-848-8491

jpaustman@gmail.com

Carolyn Riha (2026-2029) Trustee (C) 815-674-3336

generiha@mchsi.com

Prairieview Delegates: Terry & Judy Bachtold Terry: (815)-848-4455
BKTLD6@gmail.com Judy: (815)-848-3898

2026 Synod Delegates; Gene and Carolyn Riha Gene: (815)-674-3637

generiha@mchsi.com Carolyn: (815)-674-3336



Praver Concerns

... for those in the Military, and their families and friends
Luke Honegger, Tyler Wahls, Matt Huisman

... for our Missionary Families
The Steidinger Family in Brazil, The Bachtold Family in Ireland,
The Hall Family for their continued work with Hope Albania

... for those recetving nursing home care, and their families and friends.
Accolade, Pontiac: Ann Hoke

Elpaso Health Care Center, Elpaso: Jill Babbs

Prairieview Nursing Home, Danforth: Jim Markley, Sr.

Prairieview Luther Place, Danforth: Elsie Evelsizer

Serenity Villa, Fairbury: Ed & Thelma Harms

.. ffor fiealing/health concerns, and strength for their families

Kelly Beck — breast cancer, Rebecea (Harms) Cassen — health concerns, Linda Daniels — health
concerns, Dieter Elbert — health concerns, Becky Eimer — Parkinsons, Marge Haab — health
concerns, Hope Hack — cancer, Lindsay Honegger — cancer, Brandy Humphrey — breast cancer,
Ivy Kaeb — seriously injured, Larry Kaisner — bladder/lung cancer, Jan Miller — stroke and
cancer, Cindy Steidinger — surgery to remove tumors, Sue Strong — testing for ling ailment, Aryka
Dyck — 13 year old with bone cancer, Ruby Wait — 10 year old with acute leukemia, Piotr
Wrzesniewski — 3yr old son passed away, Betsy Yoder — breast cancer .... And all those who need
God'’s healing touch.

... for those who are grieving
The family of Bob Sanders.
The family of Ken Lehmann.
The family of Suellen Starks.

Please help us keep our Praver Concerns list up to date. If you know of someone who should
be added or removed from the above list, please let Pastor Dave or Bev know.

o7 O

Ramp — There is a portable 8-foot ramp available to borrow. It is
in the furnace room. Call Jerry (815-848-8491) with questions.

The Food Pantry is in need of
Il d‘"im’m“_ chart| | grocery bags, plastic bags and
Celebrate your special occasion egg cartons. Please put them in

or remember someone you love ) ,
: Y the green totes in the Parish Hall.
with an altar decoration.
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April Worship Assistants

April 2, 2026 — Maundy Thursday — Communion
Deacon- Randy Doran

Usher - Randy Doran & Paul Harms

Greeters — Terry & Judy Bachtold OO
Lector - Gabby Zeedyk gt
Communion Assistant — Sandy Schrof < ©
Fill & Wash — Terry & Judy Bachtold %

o April -,

10 William Stutzman
April 3, 2026 — Good Friday 21 Coryne Eimer

Deacon - Randy Doran
Usher — Randy Doran & Art Lehmann 25 Jason Gerber
Greeters — Randy & Jean Doran Josh Gerber
Lector — Art Lehmann

April 5, 2026 -- Easter — Communion
Deacon- Randy Doran

Usher - Randy Doran & Terry Bachtold
Greeters — Gene & Carolyn Riha
Lector - Lisa Heiser

Communion Assistant — Sandy Schrof
Fill & Wash — Peg Austman

April 12, 2026

Deacon- Randy Doran ("'}L\PPY ( ;

Usher - Randy Doran & Jerry Austiman AN NIVERSAR

Greeters — Monica Markley & Donna Stehle
Lector — Judy Bachtold

Fellowship — Terry & Judy Bachtold Oy~ O~

. _ April
April 19, 2026 — Communion 2 Caleb & Gabby Zeedyk

Deacon- Randy Doran
Usher - Randy Doran & Neal Harms 26 Wayne & Susan Strong

Greeters — Gene & Carolyn Riha J )

Lector - Sheila Davies eSO
Communion Assistant — Sandy Schrof
Fellowship — Brent & Paul Crane

Fill & Wash — Peg Austman

April 26, 2026

Deacon- Randy Doran

Usher - Randy Doran & Todd Scheel
Greeters — Jerry & Peg Austman
Lector — Sheila Davies

Fellowship - LYO




Hello! This is Josie Harms!

| just wanted to thank the congregation for sending me a Valentine's Day care package! It truly
means so much to me!

Being away at college, it was such a sweet surprise and a reminder of how loved and supported
- | am by my church back home. Opening everything absolutely made my day! | could feel the thought
and care that went into it, and it brought me so much joy!

I'm so grateful to be part of a church family that continues to pour love into me even while I'm
away at school. Your kindness and prayers mean more than you know, and they encourage me daily
. as | continue this new season of life.

Thank you again for thinking of me and for being such a special blessing in my life. | miss you all ,
and can’t wait to be back and visit soon!

Best,
Josie Harms °
M |

Dear St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,

Thank You so much for the Valentine’s Day package that you sent me. Food is one of the
best gifts for a college student and | genuinely appreciate the thought and care that was put in
the sending of this package. | will hopefully be back to visit soon. Thank you for your love and

support.
With Gratitude,

Luke Steidinger

P L Ll T e ————————

Mowing Sign-up is out!
You can sign-up to mow as a
service to the church, or pay
someone to mow.
(Recommended amount is $40
per mowing) Mowing must be
done by Saturday afternoons.
Mowers, if you are unsure of

Do you have a 2026 Graduate that you would like to
have recognized in the newsletter? If so, please
: : . il . where to mow, ask! If you
provide the church office with the following information ;
b Grad b d May 1 signed up to mow and then
about your Graduate by Sunday, May 17. cannot mow please ask

*Graduates full name someone else to mow for you.
*Graduates parents and /or
Grandparent’s names
*High School or College Graduate
*Name of School graduating from
*If High School graduate please list plans for after
graduation.
*If College graduate please list the degree(s) that they
have earned.
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