St. Paul’s Lutheran Church MAY 2026 EPISTLES

Pastor Dave Castner

320 South Oak Street, PO Box 410

Forrest, IL 61741

Church: 815-657-8506

Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com .
Website: www.forreststpaulslutheran.com

Find us on

Facebook @SPLutheran125
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Sunday School 9:00 am
Worship 10:00 am
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Secretary: Beverly Koerner 9am Wednesday
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Prayer Chain: Carolyn Riha TS
Coll: 815-674-3336 Il X e e o

' . the 34 Sunday of
Email: generiha@mchsi.com the month.

Please give the church office any address changes, new
phone numbers, new email addresses, etc ... so that we
can contact you when necessary.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Council Meeting
: May 17 :
: Devotions: Pastor Dave Castner |

In the Future...

e June 6 —Synod Assembly via Zoom

e June 13 - Forrest Food Pantry

e June 14 — Church Council Meeting after worship
e June 21 — Father’s Day

e June 21— Newsletter Info Due

Weleome

to Our Church



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

In the Mel Brooks movie, “History of the World Part I” Mel Brooks’ Roman character,
Comicus, (a stand-up philosopher) told a joke:

Comicus: Did you hear about this new sect, the Christians? They’re so poor...
Heckler: How poor are they? '
Comicus: They’re so poor, they have only one god!

In late antiquity, Romans had a complex theology of gods and goddesses they created to try and
make sense of their world. They had so many different gods that the Christian theologian and
philosopher from Roman Africa, Augustine of Hippo, wrote that they had at least 3 different
gods just for doorways! Forculus who guarded the door itself, Limentinus for the threshold,
and Cardea was the goddess of the hinge.

In his writings, Augustine mocked the triviality for the Roman need for so many specialized
deities. He sarcastically argued that a single doorkeeper should more than suffice for a human
dwelling. For him, this was a great example to show how far Roman polytheism went.

I’ve come to the realization that we are created with a need for Jesus even if we do not know or
want him. It is our desire for Jesus in our life that we cither fill that void with Jesus, or we try
to fill it with any number of other things. Money, power, success, sex, drugs, alcohol; all of
them leave us wanting more. There is never enough to satisfy us, to fill that void only Jesus can
fill.

What is a life without Jesus like? T cannot answer that because [ have always known Jesus. Not
that I haven’t had my ups and downs with my faith, but I have always had faith. For someone
to look at the world and their life, thinking that this is the best they will ever have it and some
day they will just cease to exist, must be bleak if not terrifying.

Christians may have only one God, but boy is he a doozy! We just celebrated how he came to
save us. Not for his benefit, like the selfish pagan gods of antiquity, but for our benefit. The
only selfishness of God, one can argue, is his desire to be in close relationship with us so he can
show his love to us today and forever more.

Blessings,
Pastor Dave



ST, PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
April 12,2026

Members present: Brent Crane, Samantha Stork, Lisa Heiser, Carolyn Riha, Tom Kilgus, Randy
Doran, Monica Markley, Jerry Austman. Pastor Dave was also present.

Meeting called to order at 11:20am

Devotions: Brent Crane

L. Secretary’s Report — attached. For clarification, the secretary position could be a paid
position regardless of whether or not the person is within the church. A volunteer, of course,
would be appreciated. Motion to approve: Jerry Austman; seconded: Lisa Heiser. Motion
carried.

II.  Treasurer’s Report - Motion to approve Treasurer’s report: Jerry Austman; seconded:
Carolyn Riha. Motion carried.

III. Pastor’s Report

+ Lent went great! Pastor enjoyed the rotation and he’s heard nothing but positive
feedback from pastors and parishioners.

+ The seder meal went well with positive feedback. Sandy had a great idea and really
pulled it off.

« Easter went well!

« We have two new members joining the congregation with two more waiting in the
wings.

« Men’s group continues to go well. We have made the 2nd Tuesday of every month
the meeting day at Dos Fuentes. This seems to be the best day, location, and time
we can find for the men to get together. It will continue to be at 5:30pm.

Thoughts for the future:
« Farmers will be getting in the field soon. Pastor has visited with Patrick about the

men’s group going out shooting some afternoon after planting is done.
« Pastor would like to do another game night or go bowling!

Motion to approve Pastor’s report: Lisa Heiser; seconded: Samantha Stork

1V. Committee Reports

A. Worship E. Second Century
B. Christian Education F. Trustees/Properties
C. Paul’s Place G. Evangelism

. Memorial H. Vision Fund



V. Old Business
A.  Copier/printer Information - Discussion about the paper mailings of the monthly Epistles
- we plan on checking with those who receive paper mailings and electronic versions to see if
they still want to receive the paper versions in the mail,
B.  Secretarial Position - There is volunteer interest within the church congregation,
C. Review of Insurance - Policy renewal is in July; we will continue to analyze the
numbers to see if there are ways to save some money on premiums.
D.  We’re in need of mowers! We greatly appreciate anyone who is able to help out with this.

VI.  New Business
A. Summer worship time - we plan on keeping it at 10:00am throughout the summer.
B.  We're looking at dates for Service in the Park this summer. We plan on working around

the weekend of the Fairbury Fair.
C.  We’re tossing around the idea of hosting a St. Paul’s reunion and inviting previous

members to visit and reminisce.
VII.  Upcoming Dates
May 10 - Mother’s Day

VIII. Next Meeting: May 17, 2026
Next Month Devotions: Pastor Dave

Lisa Heiser made a motion to adjourn; Samantha Stork seconded. Meeting adjourned at
12:03am

IX. Adjourn with Lord’s Prayer
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May Worship Assistants

May 3, 2026 -- Communion

Deacon- Brent Crane

Usher - Brent Crane & Justin Maffett
Greeters — Art & Jana Lehmann

Lector - Sandy Schrof

Communion Assistant — Lisa Heiser
Fellowship — Todd Scheel & Sheila Davies

Fill & Wash — Tom & Pam Kilgus

May 10, 2026

Deacon - Brent Crane

Usher — Brent Crane & Paul Harms
Greeters — Deb Sanders & Monica Markley
Lector — Gabby Zeedyk

Fellowship — Monica Markley

May 17,2026 — Communion
Deacon- Brent Crane

Usher - Brent Crane & Art Lehmann
Greeters — Terry & Judy Bachtold
Lector - Art Lehmann

Communion Assistant — [isa Heiser
Fellowship — Cal & Teresa Strahm
Fill & Wash — Tom & Pam Kilgus

May 24, 2026

Deacon - Brent Crane

Usher — Brent Crane & Terry Bachtold
Greeters — Randy & Jean Doran
Lector — Lisa Heiser

Fellowship — LYO

May 31, 2026 -- Communion

Deacon- Brent Crane

Usher - Brent Crane & Jerry Austman
Greeters — Todd Scheel & Sheila Davies
Lector - Judy Bachold

Communion Assistant — Lisa Heiser
Fellowship — Jerry & Peg Austman

Fill & Wash — Tom & Pam Kilgus

c

May
Pam Kilgus

.

5 Blake Sanders

6 Dorothy Wessels
7 Jerry Austman

7 Rachel Wessels
10 Dakota Cabbage
11 Doug Wessels
Corinne Blissard :
13 Katie Elbert .
Duncan Allen

14 Hannah Austman
16 Ann Hoke

17 Jana Lehmann
17 Jack Austman

20 Dustin Allen

20 Duke Harms (Big)
Amber Maurer
Donna Stehle

30 Jim Gerber

Amy Cabbage

May
6 Terry & Judy Bachtold

15 Dakota & Lauren Cabbage



Praver Concerns

... for those in the Military, and their families and friends
Luke Honegger, Tyler Wahls, Matt Huisman

.. for our Missionary Families
The Steidinger Family in Brazil, The Bachtold Family in Ireland,
The Hall Family for their continued work with Hope Albania

. for those recefving nursing home care, and their families and friends.
Accolade, Pontiac: Ann Hoke

Elpaso Health Care Center, Elpaso. Jill Babbs

Prairieview Nursing Home, Danforth: Jim Markley, Sr.

Prairieview Luther Place, Danforth: Elsie Evelsizer

Serenity Villa, Fairbury: Ed & Thelma Harms

... for healing/health concerns, and strengih for their families

Kelly Beck — breast cancer, Rebecea (Harms) Cassen — health concerns, Linda Daniels — health
concerns, Dieter Elbert — health concerns, Becky Eimer — Parkinsons, Nolan Freeland — newboirn
with fluid around his lungs, Marge Haab — health concerns, Hope Hack - cancer, Lindsay
Honegger — cancer, Ivy Kaeb — seriously injured, Larry Kaisner — bladder/lung cancer, Monica
Markley — back surgery, Jan Miller — stroke and cancer, Mandy Roeing — terminal cancer, Blake
Sanders — hospitalized with several herniated disks, Ruby Wait — 10 year old with acute leukemia,
Denver Wahls — born with 4 holes in his heart, Piotr Wrzesniewski(Peter Rezneskee) — 3yr old
son passed away, Betsy Yoder — breast cancer .... And all those who need God'’s healing touch.

... for those who are grieving
The family of Gladys Ruth Wessels. (mother of Doug Wessels)

Please help us keep our Prayer Concerns list up to date, If you know of someone who should
be added or removed from the above list, please let Pastor Dave or Bev know.

L7 D

Ramp — There is a portable 8-foot ramp available to borrow. It is
in the furnace room. Call Jerry (815-848-8491) with questions.

) The Food Pantry is in need of
Jiff ”W’uﬂimm‘ [ _ grocery bags, plastic bags and
Celebrate your special occasion egg cartons. Please put them in

or remember someone you love . .
with an altar decoration. the green totes in the Parish Hall.




Thank you all for the Valentine’s Day care package! I'm so thankful to have such a
loving and caring church family.

All the best,
Natalie

Dear Siblings in Christ,
On behalf of Central Southern lllinois Synod Mission Support and Stewardship Education

Committee, thank you for your generous mission support. Your partnership in mission and
ministry helps to share the love of God near and far. We give thanks to God for your gifts

shared.
In Christ,

Pastor Maria Bonine

Do you have a 2026 Graduate that you would like to have recognized
in_the newsletter? If so, please provide the church office with the
following information about your Graduate by Sunday, May 17.

*Graduates full hame
*Graduates parents and /or
Grandparent's hames
*High School or College Graduate
*Name of School graduating from
*Tf High School graduate please list plans for after graduation.
*If College graduate please list the degree that they have earned.




Easter Flowers were given to the Glory of God by:

Tom & Pam Kilgus
Art & Jana Lehmann
Jerry & Peg Austman
Terry & Judy Bachtold
Neal & Norma Harms
Brent & Paula Crane
Gene & Carolyn Riha
Monica Markley
Jeff & Kate Austman
Samantha, McKynlee and Raylan Stork
Rich & Jamie Stork
Jake Fellers & Judy VanNote
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Mothers Day
memories
May Day
parade
honor

lily

T Z 02 MSTVTE2XTOHTMS >0 -0 OO0 PP <N

PO @ P> ET -0 0 <003 ST OHOUDCIO> 4=
TP ~N <X Q00U IETACOXC 20O =0T TPO TN
Zr TUO X =0 =2 >>0T00 0<CN=LSXZ<CH -—N
W mP P = N=<P>IT U X = X INLLEH= 00X XS0
o A A = mt U TS >PPEON=TOOIEEFEMNM=<S
mEPMmMEOINTD-mMAr XS m=2p00XxXecr XX
- 2O CO0P>PO2Z2-H00CU TICZOrITIT-

nightingale
diploma
soldier
spring
roses
warm

Orma<g< 23 2 < O PIFTESPMOUOI <003 =000
B e Q060 T - D0C < XCPOoO-SNZXLCTIT U OO
< M XS XM =<~ =< =—MMEr WIS SO0

=< > T 0w xXxmI =1 O = X O W0 O = mMmmIT O T T =1

friendship
flowers
family
troops
tulip
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