St. Paul’s Lutheran Church JUNE 2026 EPISTLES

Pastor Dave Castner

320 South Oak Street, PO Box 410

Forrest, IL 61741

Church: 815-657-8506

Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com

Website: www.forreststpaulslutheran.com

Worship 10:00 am

Find us on

Facebook @SPLutheran125
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Pastor: Dave Castner Please have all
Cell: 970-290-1268 information for

A the bulletin turned
Email: gr|2199.4@vahoo.com into the office by
Secretary: Julie Harms 9am Wednesday e :
Cell: 815-867-7569 morning and MARK YOUR CALENDAR :
Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com PefW31ettt‘?1‘ curned Council Meeting

. : miormartion turne :

Prayer Chain: Carolyn Riha into the office by : June 7
Ce”: 815-674-3336 the 3rd Sundag_r of ; Devotlons'
Email: generiha@mchsi.com the month. Samantha Stork

Please give the church office any address changes, new
phone numbers, new email addresses, etc ... so that we
can contact you when necessary.

In the Future...

e July 4 —Independence Day
e July 11 —Forrest Food Pantry
e July 12 — Church Council Meeting after church
e July 19 — Newsletter Info Due

to Qur Church
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Pastor’s

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ

I refer to Luke 10:27 a lot but this one verse is a summary of both the old and New Testament,
the ten commandments, and all of Jesus’ teachings, “L.ove the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself.’”

This comes from the Parable of the Good Samaritan; one of my favorite parables. There is a
long and fascinating history of animosity between the Samaritans and the Jews that is beyond
the scope of this letter, but suffice to say, the Jews and Samaritans couldn’t stand each other.

What is significant about the men in the parable is that this Samaritan helped an unknown man
who was traveling the road to Jerusalem so we can safely assume he was Jewish. Yet, it made
no difference to the Samaritan.

Jesus used this scenario to illustrate his teaching, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself.” He is referencing both Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:34.

We people love to categorize both things and people in thousands of convenient “absolutes”
disregarding any nuances, I see this today in politics. If you agree with me, you are a wise and
intelligent individual, but if you disagree with me, you are at best a fool or at worst a monster.

Jesus might be referencing two different verses, but this is not two different commands. By
doing one, you are also doing the other. Think about it this way, what parent does not love and
appreciate a person who is kind and loving to their child? God loves ALL his children, and by
loving your brother or sister, one of God’s children, you are in turn showing love to God.

I would love everyone to agree with me, and some day when I’'m emperor, I will be able to have
my way exclusively and life will be perfect. Until that day of my just and benevolent rule,
people will not agree so we need to be patient and caring to and for each other regardless of our
differences. '

Blessings,
Emperor Pastor Dave



St Paul’s Lutheran Church Council Minutes
May 17, 2026

Members present: Randy Doran, Tom Kilgus, Samantha Stork, Brent Crane, Jerry Austman and
Pastor Dave Castner was also in attendance.

Meeting called to order by President Brent Crane at 11:20am.

Devotions: Pastor Dave

L. Secretary's Report: (attached) Tom Kilgus motioned to accept;
Jerry Austman seconded. Motion carried.

II.  Treasurer’s Report: Jerry Austman motioned to accept as printed; Randy
Doran seconded. Motion carried.

III.  Pastor’s Report: :
A. Lent dominated the month of March and went well.
B. I was able to visit Roberts and Pontiac. Went well and look forward to more interaction.
C. Easter went well with good feedback.
D. Normal monthly events like Pastor Conference Meeting and visitations.
Thoughts for the Future:
« Roberts wants to invite us to their outdoor service. It takes place on a farm by a
small lake and gazebo.
« I will be helping out at St. Pietri while they don’t have an interim pastor.
o June 14" Family fun day at Pheasant Lanes.
IV. Committee Reports:
. Worship
Christian Education
Paul’s Place
. Memorial
Second Century
Trustees/Properties
. Evangelism
H. Vision Fund
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Old Business —

« Secretarial position- Bev met with Julie. Needing to follow-up with Julie to see if
she’s still interested

» Tom met with the copier representative and couldn’t answer his questions, waiting
for follow-up from someone that can.

» Waiting to hear back from Cody on the insurance policy

« Intinction challis was discussed. Gene is planning to build a nice stand for it.

New Business-
« June 6™ Work Day 8am. Trim bushes and Cleaning in the kitchen top the list.
« Contacting Forrest Plumbing for maintenance on the central air unit and furnace.
« Moving June meeting to the 7™ tentatively
» Still working on newsletter recipient list and email list
Upcoming Dates-
May 25- Memorial day
June 6- Synod Assembly via Zoom

Next Meeting: June 7™ 2026

Next Month Devotions: Samantha Stork

Jerry Austman made a motion to adjourn; Randy Doran seconded. Meeting adjourned
at 12:00pm.

Adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer

Respectfully Submitted,
Samantha Stork
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June Worship Assistants

June 7, 2026 — Communion

Deacon- Randy Doran

Usher - Randy Doran & Neal Harms
Greeters — Cal & Teresa Strahm
Lector - Shelia Davies

Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha
Fellowship — Gene & Carolyn Riha

Fill & Wash — Jamie Stork

1 Brett Crane
1 Liam Castner
7 Jennifer Cleary
8

8

Jamie Stork
Jeannie Wetzel
11 Brittany Steidinger
13 Becca Elbert
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Deacon- Randy Doran

Usher - Randy Doran & Todd Scheel
Greeters — Deb Sanders & Monica Markley
Lector — Sandy Schrof

Fellowship — Tom & Pam Kilgus

16 Brad Crane

17 Brent Crane

17 Sean Palmore

19 Greg Yoder

21 Thersia Hoogstraat
22 Trystan Anderson
23 Thelma Harms

26 Dieter Elbert

June 21, 2026 -- Communion
Deacon- Randy Doran

Usher - Randy Doran & Jutin Maffett
Greeters — Gene & Carolyn Riha
Lector - Gabby Zeedyk I
Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha
Fellowship — Art & Jana Lehamnn

Fill & Wash — Jamie Stork

June 28, 2026

Deacon- Randy Doran

Usher - Randy Doran & Paul Harms
Greeters — Jerry & Peg Austman

Lector — Art LLehmann 13 Jon & Amy Cabbage
Fellowship —L.YO 14 Justin & Laura Maffett

17 Sean & Chris Palmore
20 Brad & Taylor Sanders
28 Ed & Thelma Harms
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Praver Concerns

... for those in the Military, and their families and friends
Luke Honegger, Tyler Wahls, Matt Huisman

... for our Missionary Families
The Steidinger Family in Brazil, The Bachtold Family in Ireland,
The Hall Family for their continued work with Hope Albania

... for those receiving nursing home care, and their families and friends.
Accolade, Pontiac: Ann Hoke

Elpaso Health Care Center, Elpaso: Jill Babbs

Prairieview Nursing Home, Danforth: Jim Markley, Sr.

Prairieview Luther Place, Danforth: Elsie Evelsizer

Serenity Villa, Fairbury: Ed & Thelma Harms

... for healing/health concerns, and strength for their families

Kelly Beck — breast cancer, Linda Daniels — health concerns, Dieter Elbert — hiealth concerns,
Becky Eimer — Parkinsons, Nolan Freeland — newborn with fluid around his lungs, Marge Haab —
health concerns, Hope Hack — cancer, Lindsay Honegger — cancer, Ivy Kaeb — seriously injured,
Larry Kaisner — bladder/lung cancer, Monica Markley - back surgery, Jan Miller — stroke and
cancer, Mandy Roeing — rerminal cancer, Teresa Strahm — getting screened for cancer,

Judy Van Note — shoulder surgery, Ruby Wait — 10 year old with acute leikemia, Denver Wahls
— born with 4 holes in his heart, Piotr Wrzesniewski(Peter Rezneskee) — 3yr old son passed away,
Betsy Yoder — breast cancer .... And all those who need God’s healing touch.

Please help us keep our Prayer Concerns list up to date. If you know of someone who should
be added or removed from the above list, please let Pastor Dave or Bev know.

o7 D

Ramp — There is a portable 8-foot ramp available to borrow. It is
in the furnace room. Call Jerry (815-848-8491) with questions.

The Food Pantry is in need of
Sl m“.,m”m_ chant!| _ grocery bags, plastic bags and
Celebrate your special occasion egg cartons. Please put them in

or remember someone you love . i
: Y the green totes in the Parish Hall.
with an altar decoration.




@ @ @ @ SUMMERWORSHIP TIME
5 U M M E R Starting May 24 there will be NO

Sunday School for the summer.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE Worship time will remain at 10am.

It’s SHOEBOX time! Our goal is to pack 50 boxes for
Operation Christmas Child (the Shoebox Program). In June
we are asking for water bottles with a wide screw on cap to
enable us to pack small items inside the bottle. After taking
an inventory of stored items, we find that we need 15 small
water bottles (with a straw), 8 medium size bottles, and 15
large bottles. This is the month to also collect

toothbrushes/covers. After the inventory we found that we
have enough toothbrushes but need 30 covers for the
toothbrushes. If you do not want to do your own shopping

but would like to contribute, please contact Lisa Heiser,

9\ Sandy Schrof, or Peg Austman to do your shopping for
you. Items can be left on or beside the table in the
narthex. THANKS!

Monday, June 29 from 6-8pm. A sign-up sheet is on the table
in the Narthex. Please leave your email address and you will

M ldwe st be sent a Sl(mk to 1‘eglste?r. See Peg with questions.
FOOD BAN K. ou need to sign up by June 21.

O Midwest Food Bank Volunteer Opportunity



Julie Harms is taking over the church secretary position. | have been
blessed to work at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church for the past nine years
and | have made many friends in the congregation. | am retiring and
looking forward to spending more time with my family and friends
ATTENTION and hopefully my husband and | will be able to do some traveling. |

PLEASE' believe that Julie will be a great church secretary for you.

Thank You for letting me be a small part of your wonderful
congregation.

Beverly Koerner

SOOPER DOOPER WORKDAY at St. Paul's will be
Saturday, June 6 beginning at 8am. Our church
needs some TLC with indoor projects
(cleaning/purging cabinets, refrigerators, efc....) and
outdoor projects (frimming shrubs, edging, etc....)
Please help as you are ablell Bring any needed
equipment (trimmers, rakes, buckets, rags, etc....)
See you then!
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Hey church farhlly We are planmmg anothar Famlly Funﬂ )
‘Day! We. wnll meet at‘Pheasant Lanes bowling alley\on Jﬁné
14 from & 00pm-*3 00pm (804 N Herstiey Rd, , Bloomington, °,
<L 61704) This /s a nice bow."ing alle&u with a full menu and
arcade. Please sign up‘at the table outside the saactuary o
we can have“an idea hOY\I many pe‘ople are coming, Lane
re‘nta. W|II be divided up a.mongdthe gi'oup!ahd' shoe re.ntal is-

$5 per person.”Fe 2] free to 4sk Pastor Dave any .questlons" "

e




\%‘* CONGRATULATIONS and GOD'S
6%3 g BLESSINGS
‘W upon the fo[&rwmg gmcfuates -
15 e e 1 5 i a0 — S

* Natalie Austman, daughter of Jeff & Kate Austman, granddaughter of
I Dan & the late Mary Etta Muellen and Jerry & Peg Austman graduated
* from St. Louis University with a Degree in Leadership and Human

I Resource Management and a minor in Marketing.

. Lane Beyers, son of Brett & Jodi Beyers, grandson of Art & Jana
Lehmann graduated from GCMS High School. Lane will be attending
«» Lake Land College in Mattoon, IL.

Lydia Kilgus, daughter of Dayton & Joni Kilgus, granddaughter of Tom
. & Pam Kilgus graduated from Prairie Central High School. Lydia will be
attending the University of lllinois.

" Jackson Alexander Riha, son of Mark Riha and Heather Riha and
grandson of Gene & Carolyn Riha graduated from Montgomery ISD

* High School. Jackson will attend Texas A & M Engineering Academy at
Blinn-Breham.

. Sierra Steidinger, daughter of Matt & Janelle Steidinger,
granddaughter of Art & Jana Lehmann graduated from high school
» (homeschooled). Sierra will be attending Ivy Tech Community College

i in Indiana.




I WORSHIP IN THE PARK

i Sunday August 9" we will be worshiping in the park. Service will start
; at 10:00am in the Depot Park pavilion with food to follow. We are .
i excited to have special music again by “Hudelson and The Heretics”

- (my name for them because they don’t have a band name). Be looking
! for more information as we get closer and sign-up sheets for what you
! can bring.

CONTEMPORARY MUSIC SINGING

As many of you know, there has been an effort to expand the
music opportunities on Sunday mornings. Starting about 20
minutes before service, everyone is welcome to gather in the
sanctuary to sing a selection of contemporary songs with the
lyrics displayed on the monitor at the front of the church. If
you enjoy today’s contemporary Christian music, please
come. Feel free to contact Pastor Dave with any questions.
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