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Keep these words that | am commanding you in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk
about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise.
Deuteronomy 6.6

Today, Sunday, February 26, 2017, is the Day we celebrate the Transfiguration of Jesus. The day he
appeared to be glowing from within as God announced from the cloud, “This is my Son, the Beloved.
Listen to him!” Today marks the end of the Epiphany season and leads us into the beginning of Lent.

On Tuesday, we will celebrate with Shrove Tuesday, or Fat Tuesday, the day we use up all the fat and
sweets in the house in preparation for the time of repentance and self-examination of Lent. On
Wednesday evening we will begin the season of Lent with our Ash Wednesday service, the imposition
of ashes, and Holy Communion.

Some people avoid this season because it seems to be a sad and gloomy time, but like anything else,
in order to truly enjoy the light, it is necessary to experience the dark. In order to truly enjoy the joy
of Easter, it is necessary to experience the somber days of Lent. This year, the year of our 125"
Anniversary as a congregation, AND the 500'" year of the Anniversary of the Reformation, we will be
taking advantage of our Wednesday Midweek services to look at Luther’s Small Catechism, and what
it means to us as Lutherans.

Martin Luther designed the Small Catechism to be used as a tool for parents to teach their children at
home, but many of us have become so unfamiliar with it that we occasionally need a “refresher
course.” This is your opportunity to learn what we mean when we say the Creed, your opportunity to
learn the meaning behind the Ten Commandments, why we baptize infants, what Holy Communion is
all about, and what we are saying when we pray the Lord’s Prayer. It is my hope that you will take
advantage of these Wednesday worship times as a means of strengthening your faith and
understanding.

We will begin each week with a soup supper at 6:00 p.m. and worship at 7:00. Soups will be provided
by congregation members (look for the sign-up sheet) but serving and clean-up will be provided by the
LYO as an ongoing effort to raise funds for the National Youth Gathering in Houston in 2018.

Your Servant in Christ,

Putin (ovpra

Pastor Corinne

February 5, 2017

Meeting called to order at 11:15a.m. by Council President, Art Lehmann. Pastor Corinne Blissard gave the opening prayer.
Motion to accept the agenda made by Al Ringler, second by Neal Harms.

Motion to accept the minutes from the 2016 Annual Meeting made by Sean Palmore, second by Mike Eimer. MC

Motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report submitted by Peg Austman made by Al Ringler, second by Jerry Austman. MC
Motion to accept Pastor’s Report & Reflections submitted by Pastor Corinne Blissard made by Ann Hoke, second by Jerry
Austman. MC

Motion to accept all other reports made by Paul Harms, second by Ann Hoke.

The GeoParish was the only topic under Old Business. President Art Lehmann stated that after sending people to meetings
for two years, the Council has decided continuing with GeoParish is not in the best interest for our church at this time.
Under New Business the nominees for Church Council three year term are:

Elder- Susie Stork Trustee- Tom Kilgus Deacon- Terry Bachtold Treasurer- Jamie Stork

Motion to accept the slate of officers made by Al Ringler, second by Ann Hoke. MC

Motion to approve the Synod Delegates, Gene & Carolyn Riha, the Good Samaritan Delegates, Neal & Norma Harms and Bob
& Deb Sanders, and the Prairieview Delegates, Dennis & Elsie Evelsizer was made by Kay Crane, second by Jerry Austman.
MC

The following Committee Chairs were approved:
Second Century- Art Lehmann

Memorial- Tom Kilgus Worship- Corinne Blissard

Property- Neal Harms Evangelism- Jerry & Peg Austman

Motion to accept the Chairs by Brent Crane, second by Chris Palmore.

Motion was made by Mike Eimer, second by Jerry Austman to increase Pastor’s salary by 2%, in line with the Synod
guidelines. Secretary and Organist salary will remain the same. MC

Motion was made by Tom Kilgus, second by Peg Austman to continue to contribute $1200 to two Madagascar Seminarians.
Second Century Committee will decide if we help local seminarians. MC

Motion made by Peg Austman, second by Al Ringler to give Prairieview and Good Sam-Flanagan $1500 each and Fairview
Haven $1000. MC

Motion was made by Al Ringler to increase our financial support to Matt & Janelle Steidinger for their work in the Amazon,
and to Dan & Dawn Hall for their work in Albania by $500. We now give them each $2500. Second by Tom Kilgus. MC
Neal Harms explained the problems with the parking lot surface and the steps that have been taken so far to fix it. Eppel
Construction has given an estimate of $8000 to fill cracks in the lot and to seal it this summer. Kate Austman moved to allow
the Council to pay up to $10,000 if necessary, without further congregational approval. Lee Wycoff seconded the motion.
MC

Duke Harms raised a concern that we need another handicap parking spot, or longer handicap spots.

Art Lehmann reminded everyone to update their information on the call list. Preferences for email or text messages should
be given to the office so everyone will receive notification of cancellations.

Pastor asked that we let her or Council members know our thoughts on communion at the rail.

The Council is working on changes in our Constitution. These will be revisions in wording to be in line with the ELCA
Churchwide wording. When completed it will need to be approved by the congregation.

President Art Lehmann mentioned that help will be needed with our upcoming 125 year anniversary. He also mentioned
the Council has updated the funeral policy and that work had been done to improve the restrooms.

Motion was made by Mike Eimer to adjourn, second by Tom Kilgus. MC

Meeting closed at 11:55a.m. with the Lord’s Prayer.

Christian Ed- Diane Audi
Vision- Jerry Austman



March Worship Assistants

Sunday, March 5, 2017, 10a.m. Communion
Usher- Bob Sanders & Neal Harms
Greeter- Art & Jana Lehmann
Susie Stork
Lector- Lisa Heiser
Fellowship- Tom & Pam Kilgus
Communion Assistant- Sandy Schrof
Fill- Thelma Harms
Wash- Thelma Harms
Count Team- Brent Crane & Neal Harms

Sunday, March 12, 2016 10a.m.
Usher- Paul Harms & Tom Kilgus
Greeter- Dick & Donna Manlove
Duke Harms
Lector- Trystan Anderson
Fellowship- Bob & Deb Sanders
Count Team- Neal Harms & Sandy Ropp

Sunday, March 19, 2017, 10a.m. Communion
Usher- Brent Crane & Greg Yoder
Greeter- Diane Audi
Peg & Jerry Austman
Lector- Sandy Ropp
Fellowship- Art & Jana Lehmann
Communion Assistant- Trystan Anderson
Fill- Thelma Harms
Wash- Thelma Harms
Count Team- Sandy Ropp & Jamie Stork

Sunday, March 26, 2017, 10a.m.

March Birthday Wishes Go To:
Jill Culkin Jenks 3/1
Jean Doran 3/1
Piper Leigh Kintner 3/2/2011
Michael Hoover 3/2/00
Charles Leman 3/5
Richard Haab 3/6
Benji Yoder 3/7
Rita Dunn 3/9
Sadie Ropp 3/9
Elsie Evelsizer 3/9
Diane Audi 3/9
Renee Wenger 3/11
Wyatt Harms 3/12
Cayl Payton Eimer 3/12
Janet Johnson 3/20
Taylor Crane 3/24
Adeline Elizabeth Kilgus 3/24
Karen Bailey 3/24
Kalee Huff 3/25
Mary Etta Mullen 3/26
Beckham Friedman 3/26
Sharri Crane 3/30
Glen Bailey 3/31

Usher- LYO Trivia Answer:
Greeter- LYO b. St. John's Lutheran Church
Lector- LYO

Count Team- Jamie Stork & Greg Yoder

The season of Lent s avtime of reflection and soud seowrching.
It how beew ov time of preporatiow for Easter since the earliest
dowys of the chauuwrch.

Our Lent Season begins Ash Wednesday, March 1st, and continues with
Wednesday Lent services through April 5%, Following is Holy Week, with
services on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunrise service and
brunch.

New from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
ELCA PRESIDING BISHOP ADDRESSES PRESIDENT TRUMP’S EXECUTIVE ORDER

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), has issued a
pastoral message addressing President Trump’s executive order to restrict entry by refugees and visitors into the
United States from seven predominately Muslim countries. Eaton’s message follows.

January 30, 2017

“Blessed are the mercifil, for they will receive mercy.” Yesterday, we heard these words in the Gospel reading from
Matthew 5:1-12, the beginning of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. In the Beatitudes, Jesus lays out a vision for life in
God’s realm, characterized by seeing those who are often most disregarded, including the meek, the mourning and the
peacemaker, as bearers of God’s blessing. Over the coming weeks, we will continue to hear this Gospel, including
Jesus® call for his disciples to be carriers of God’s light and hope and reconciliation to a world deeply in need of them.

In this spirit, earlier last week I communicated with
the Trump administration asking that it not stop
the U.S, refugee admissions program or stop
resettlement from any country for any period of
time. The Bible calls us to welcome the stranger
and treat the sojourner as we would our own
citizens, I agree with the importance of keeping our
country secure as the administration stated in its
executive order last Friday, but I am convinced that
temporarily banning vulnerable refugees will not
enhance our safety nor does it reflect our values as
Christians, Instead, it will cause immediate harm
by separating families, disrupting lives, and
denying safety and hope to brothers and sisters
who are already suffering.

Refugees being resettled in the United States have
fled persecution because of their race, religion,
nationality, political views and/or associations.
They wait for years for the chance to go home. But
sometimes, there is no home for them to go back to.
We know from our partners at Lutheran
Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) that only 1
percent of all refugees are chosen for resettlement.

People of faith helped start and still sustain the
refugee resettlement program in the United States
following World War II, As Lutherans, many of our
ancestors faced the pain of having to flee their
homes and the joy of being welcomed in new
communities across the United States. As we have
done throughout history, millions of Lutherans
across the country honor our shared biblical values
as well as the best of our nation’s traditions by
offering refuge to those most in need. We are
committed to continuing ministries of welcome
that support and build communities around the
country and stand firmly against any policies that
result in scaling back the refugee resettlement
nroeram.

We must offer safety to people fleeing religious
persecution regardless of their faith tradition.,
Christians and other religious minorities suffer
persecution and rightly deserve protection, but
including additional criteria based on religion could
have discriminatory effects that would go against
our nation’s fundamental values related to freedom
of religion.

I invite ELCA congregations into learning, prayer
and action on behalf of those who seek refuge on our
shores. The ELCA "Social Message on Immigration,"
AMMPARO strategy and LIRS resouices are good
places to start, Those who have been part of
resettling refugees or have their own immigration
experience have important stories to share with their
communities and testimony to make, I also
encourage you to consider adding your voice by
calling your members of Congress to share your
support for refugees and using online advocacy
opportunities through current alerts at ELCA
Advocacy and LIRS,

In Matthew 25:35, Jesus said, “I was a stranger and
you welcomed me.” Our Lord not only commanded
us to welcome the stranger, Jesus made it clear that
when we welcome the stranger into our homes and
our hearts - we welcome him.

God’s peace,

The Rev, Elizabeth A. Eaton”



Pastor’s Hours:
Monday: 8:00- 4p.m.
Tuesday: 8:00- Noon
Wednesday: Noon- 8p.m.

Tuesday Bible Study

Thursday: 8:00-Noon MARK THE CALENDAR 9:00 am
Council Meeting
) - ALL ARE WELCOME!
Secretary’s Hours: March 12th M

M-W: 9a.m.- 1p.m.
Th: noon- 3:30p.m.
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Time Change
March 12t
Spring Forward!

Celebrate your
special occasion or
remember someone
you love with an altar
decoration.

n the Future...

May- Mother’s Day Brunch &
Baskets
e May- Confirmation & Senior Quilts
e June- Father’s Day Breakfast
e July- VBS

Following the service

March Altar Arrangements
5th_
12"~ Mike & Becky Eimer
1 glh_
26th_

The Cropsey Pancake & Sausage Day
sponsored by
Cropsey United Methodist Church
will be held on
March 4th, 2017,
serving all you can eat Pancakes & Sausage
7a.m.- 2p.m.

Lenten Lunches at Trinity Lutheran Fairbury, hosted
by area churches begin March 1%, 12:05p.m.

3/1 First Preshyterian 3/8 St. Paul’s Forrest
3/15 1%t United Methodist ~ 3/22 Faith Fellowship
3/29 First Baptist 4/5 Trinity Lutheran
We will need 2-4 volunteers to help prepare & serve
soup and dessert on 3/8 at Trinity.

Kid’s Corner

VBS will be in July! It
may seem far away, but
it’s never too early to
start planning. Diane is
looking for someone to
help spearhead the
program. Please let her
know if you

are willing to help!

Evangelism news:

LYO News

Our Sweetheart Dinner in February was a success. The
kids did such a great job with prepping, serving and
cleaning up.

LYO is serving soup suppers before the Lent services on
Wednesday evenings, however we will have sign-up sheet
for the congregation to provide soups. Kids, please try to
be at church as close to 6p.m. as possible on Wednesdays
to help serve the soups.

We had 6 kids and Pastor attend the Carlinville Youth
Retreat in February. They spent the weekend in faith and
fellowship with other youth from all over the state of
[llinois.

Our group has several upcoming activities like Lent Soup
Suppers, the Easter Brunch, Mother’s Day Brunch and
gift baskets. We are looking for a date to have a Lock-in.
As always, thanks for your support and prayers!

There will be no meeting in March. There is still space
available for the work trip March 15-22 to Clarksdale,

MS.
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Th a n kg A big thank you to the LYO

and their sponsors for the
awesome Valentine's Dinner.
You did a great job! Ve left
feeling happy and fullll!
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St. Paul’s History Question:

What was the original name of St.
Paul’'s Lutheran Church?

a. It's always been St.Paul’s
b. St.lJohn’s Lutheran Church
c. Charlotte-Forrest Lutheran Church
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