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“This | call to mind, and therefore | have hope: The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his
mercies never come to an end.” Lamentations 3: 21-22

Advent. It's a season of anticipation and longing; a time of repentance and a time of hope. It is both
wonderful and challenging: wonderful because we look forward to Christmas and the Babe in the
manger; challenging because it comes during the season when the days are shorter and the nights
longer. Trees are bare and we sometimes feel stripped of joy. Just when we become the busiest,
when we are rushing to prepare for Christmas with shopping and wrapping and meal preparation,
the church asks us to slow down. The crops are in, the fields are bare, and for some people that is
depressing and sad.

But just as the fields need time to rest, so do we and in our resting, we can and should take the
opportunity to reflect on not only the challenges that the world throws at us, but also the blessings.
Our Advent readings remind us of our need for a Savior and our need to stay awake for the coming
of the Lord. We are urged to examine our lives and prepare our hearts to receive Jesus in much the
same way that we prepare our homes to receive guests, with love and longing. God turns our sadness
into laughter and joy. We long for the light and we long for The Light of the world. And we want it
now.

We do not like the darkness and we do not like waiting. Driving through the country at night, there
are lights everywhere: security lights, street lights, marquees, and tower lights, not to mention car
headlights. We don’t know true darkness anymore. And waiting? We become frustrated waiting in
line, or at computers that don’t respond instantly to our demands. We want everything now. We are
always in a rush and we hate anything that slows us down.

But darkness and waiting and slowness can be just what we need; a time to rest and a time to re-
examine, and a time to renew. Advent is not all doom and gloom; it is a time of hope, a time of
possibilities, a time to celebrate new possibilities.

During Advent this year we will be changing to a new liturgy. Setting 10 in ELW uses the words with

which we are so familiar and combines them with hymn tunes we know and love. And we will sing at
least one Christmas Carol that reflects the joy of the gospel message every Sunday during Advent.

Our Advent season begins December 3™ with our Anniversary celebration. The LYO Live Nativity will
be December 9" from 5-7pm. December 10™ the PCHS Madrigals will be here to start our worship
service. On December 17", the Annual Cookie Exchange will take place after fellowship hour and
during our morning Worship Service on December 24" the Sunday School children will present their

Christmas Pageant.
Your Servant in Christ,

Pastor Corinne



St. Paul’s Council Minutes

November 19, 2017

Members Present: Pastor Corinne, Diane Audi, Chris Palmore, Greg Yoder, Susie Stork, Jamie Stork, Neal Harms,
Tom Kilgus, Brent Crane, Terry Bachtold, Jana Lehmann Absent: Kate Austman

Meeting called to order by President Brent Crane

Devotions by Chris Palmore

Secretary’s Report: Motion to approve by Diane Audi  Second by Chris Palmore MC
Treasurer’s Report: Motion to approve by Greg Yoder Second by Susie Stork MC
Pastor’s Report: Motion to approve by Chris Palmore Second by Terry Bachtold MC

Committee Reports:
A. 125™ Anniversary — cookbooks are done. Neal Harms moved to charge $15 a piece Second by Chris
Palmore MC Ornaments are coming.

Old Business:
A. Discussed Local Benevolence guidelines =Tom Kilgus moved to allow Pastor or council president to make
a payment up to $400 per occurrence for members and up to $200 for non members. Second by Susie
Stork MC
B. After discussion Greg Yoder moved to get 2 debit cards for the church — 1 for Pastor and 1 for the church
secretary — Second by Diane Audi  MC

New Business:
A. Pastor’s computer is not working efficiently — will have it looked at & possibly need to purchase a new
one.
B. Discussed bids on shingles for the parsonage & garage—Motion by Diane Audi to go with Zimmerman
Construction  Second by Terry Bachtold MC

Future Dates:
A. Nov. 26 — Hanging of the greens after worship
B. Dec.3 - 125" Anniversary Celebration
Dec. 6, 13, 20 — Midweek Advent soup supper @ 6:00, worship @ 7:00
Dec. 9 — Live Nativity?
Dec. 10 — Madrigals at worship, Bake sale for LYO, Piecemakers sale of goods
Dec. 24 -SS Christmas Pageant at 10:00, Cookie Exchange, Candlelight service at 7:00 pm
Dec. 25 — Christmas Day worship at 10:30 am
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Next meeting December 10 with devotions by Greg Yoder

Respectfully Submitted,
Jana Lehmann



G g G o 9N
‘G)ecemﬁer Special Events

nd — Duffy Pils Blue Service in Fairbury at 12:45pm

34— 125% Anniversary Worship Celebration at 10am
125% Celebration Dinner at 12 Noon

4'h — Salvation Army Bell Ringing at Dave’s Supermarket in Fairbury
5th — Ruth Circle at 1:30pm. Lesson is “Reclaiming Advent—Joy to the World.”

6", 13t 20" — LYO Soup Supper at 6pm
Advent Church Service at 7pm

9t — LYO Live Nativity from 5-7pm

10t™ — Worship with the Prairie Central High School Madrigals at 10am
LYO Bake Sale — proceeds go towards the Houston trip.
Piecemakers Craft Sale — proceeds go towards quilt supplies

17" — Annual Cookie Exchange after fellowship hour

24" — Sunday School Christmas Program at 10am
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Service with Communion at 7pm

R
12X R

oH G 9 G G G o

Please join uy ak %
St. Paul’y Lutheroww Chawrchv 6() /e, /t({///zy /(’(7/ 3%
3 ‘)()/ /

Forrvest, IWinoiy
Sunday, December 3™
10:00 AM Holy Comumumnion Worship Sevvice
withv special speakers, hywng,
and other music

12:00 PM Celebratory Dinner

125%™ Anniversary Memorabiliow will be: available.

Blessed to be a Blessing.




December Worship Assistants

Sun., December 3, 2017, 10a.m. Communion Sunday, December 24, 2017 10a.m.
Deacon- Kate Austman Deacon — Kate Austman
Usher- Tom Kilgus and Gene Riha Usher- LYO
Greetey- Jerry & Peg Austman _ Greeter- LYO
Susie Stork Lector- LYO

Fellowship- LYO
Count Team- Tom Kilgus and Diane Audi

Lector- Past Pastors

Fellowship- Brent & Paula Crane
Communion Assistant- Past Pastor
Fill- Paula Crane

Wash- Sandy Ropp

Count Team- Greg Yoder and Jana:Le

Sun., December 24, 2016, 7p.m. Communion
in as needed

Deacon- Terry.
Usher- Bo

Communion
Pl Il in as neede

Communion Assistant-
Fill- Paula Crane
Wash- Sandy Ropp

Count Team- Susie Stork and Neal Harms

Fill- Paula Crane
Wash- Sandy Ropp
Count Team-Kate Austman and Terry Bachtold
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Faith Fields
Cydney Wetzel
Marge Meyer
Claigh Mullen
Diane Rieger
Holly Tomsovic
Dennis Evelsizer
Eli Kilgus
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WELCA 474,94,
Session 1: Reclaiming Advent —
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Joy to the World Aoy, Cca »
LESSON LEADER: Pastor Corinne Blissard O”lq}, 0)45 ?‘/,)@ Ap
DATE: December 5, 2017 Ve, " 204

1:30 P.M. Bible Study

COMMITTEE HEADS - Please have your
Annual Reports turned into the church office
by January 8™. You may email them or put

" them in the basket in the secretary's of fice.
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE:

Pastor Corinne, Peg Austman,

Gene Riha and Art Lehmann. Gt. Pauls will be bell ringing
Please touch base with each Decemmber ¢t at Dave’s in
other and plan to meet and fill Fairbury. The sigh-up sheet is
council positions that will be in the Narthex.

opening up.




Memory Quilt

T am making a memory quilt fo commemorate our 125" anniversary. IT'm
asking present and past church members, and guests at our celebration in
December to autograph a fabric block. Fabric blocks and pens are on the table in
‘the narthex. Please leave a message or memory, if you like, and sign your name: one
block for each family. Adult family members, and college students are welcome to
do their owh block. T will be willing to mail fabric blocks if necessary. S
When signing your block please stay within the drawn area. Any writing %@
outside of this area will be stitched over. The opposite corners will be covered /
}"”

with fabric.

Use only the Sharpie* pens T have provided. You may
practice on the scrap pieces, or in the corners of the
block. You will find the ink will bleed H,f/ if the pen
is held in one place too long. K

Please return the finished block to the basket on the table and sign your
name on the list. After collecting all the blocks T will complete the quilt.

Thank you for your help. Carolyn Riha 815-635-3637

Women of the ELCA Happenings

Holiday Bags are packed and being delivered. Thrivent helped fund the project this year
and we were able to outreach into the community and nursing homes. Thank you to
THRIVENT and the ladies who helped prepare, wrap and deliver. Becky, Donna, Elsie,




In the Future... IS Yo Yo XoXe)

e Annual Reports due to the office January 8th, 2018 Sign - JP!

e Annual meeting is in February Check the table for
Signh-up sheets!

Pastor’s Hours: Please have all Where cah you help?

M & W - 8:00- 4p.m. information for the
T & Th - 8:00- Noon bulletin turned into the Where can T Voluhteer?

i office by 9am )
F - by appointment Wednesday morning Where are we going?

and newsletter
Secretary’s Hours: information turned

M-Th: 8:30-11:30a.m. | into the office by 9am
on the 34 Monday of
the month.

-
Reminder -
We are still collection aluminum cans for the -

LYO. Just fill a plastic bag with cans that have ‘ é
been rinsed out and leave them in the furnace Aluminum Cans

Please emply and rinse
room. Thanks, Lee Wycoff ks
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PTAINITIR
A Big Thank You from the Forrest Food Pantry for

the generous monetary and items donations at
Wabash Day. It 21l helps keep our Pantry supplied
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A by g, Jutip.& with the needs of our clients from the community.
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Prayer Concerns W\ mbe
... for those in the Military AR 'i,. \ Reme r

Devin Hindman, Matt Pearson, Blake Sanders

... for those receiving nursing home care, and their families and friends 1
Fairview Haven, Fairbury: Marge Meyers, Rachel Elbert, Catherine Joiner L’
Pontiac Towers, Pontiac: Jill Babbs

Meadows: Mary Lou Hinds

... for hiealing/health concerns, and strengih for their families

Diane & Glen Bailey, Chuck Bradshaw, Chuck Bradshaw, Jr., Catherine Cash, Cindy
Dickey, Rita Dunn, Nathan Farris, Larry Frechette, Duke Harms, Herman Harms, Alex
Hodges, Ann Hoke, Leona Hoover, Carol Kaisner, Greg Knauer, Marilyn Luttrell, Mary
Etta Mullen, llsa Mygatt, Taylor Rand ....... And also all those who are chronically ill.

... ffor those who are grieving
The family of Delaine Winterland.
The family of Janet Weakman.
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Wih'ter Word Search Puzzle

FSK ATIMNGMHOZCIKEYYV BOOTS SKATING
VUs B I TMP WOL P TDW DRIFT SKIING
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SFmML E ELY E OVY ¥ DNE FUN SNOWBLOWER
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KOGUDUS IN CHRIST
Registration Forim
CAMP GRIESHEIM CHRISTIAN RETREAT CENTER
wiwvw, campgriesheim,com

DATE:; Women’s Kogudus February 2-4, 2018

NAMI: (Please print)

ADDRESS:

CITY, STATE, ZIP;

OCCUPATION:

STUDENT: YES or NO (pleasc circic one)

I-MAIL ADDRESS

PHONE (home) (celly

AGE Spouse

Emergency Contact If needed:

REFERRED BY:

PHONE NUMBER where this person can be reached

CANDIDATE SIGNATURIL:

REGISTRATION FEE: $75.00 Please make checks out to KOGUDUS IN CHRIST, The
total amount includes all meals (Friday dinner, through Sunday lanch and breaks), cost of
Todging, materials, and other weekend expenses. You will receive a letter with further
details hefore retreat,

PLEASE MAIL THIS COMPLETED FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
FORM AND EEE TO:

Karen Pursell Vickie Crane

6 Independence Sq. 309-244-9045

Bloomington, IL 61704
309-661-0460
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