St. Paul’s Lutheran Church MAY 2019 EPISTLES

320 South Oak Street

Forrest, IL 61741

Church: 815-657-8506

Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com

Website: www.forreststpaulslutheran.com

Sunday School 9:00am
Worship 10:00 am

Find us on

Facebook @SPLutheran125

) ’ 1 h 11
Pastor's Hours: s lprudl WELCA

the bulletin turned
into the office by

Secretary’s Hours: LESSON: Two-way Blessings

M-Th: 8:30-11:30a.m. 9am Wednesday LESSON LEADER: Rita Dunn
morning and DATE: May 7, 2019
Prayer Chain Contact: newsletter 1:30 P.M. Bible Study
Carolyn Riha — information turned
Home: 815-635-3637 it £he: oitice by

9am on the 3rd

. ; ) Monday of the |
Email: generiha@mchsi.com | month. P,

Cell: 815-674-3336

MARK vy e,
Please give the church office any address changes, new Counci ,R CALENDAR
phone numbers, new email addresses, etc ... so that we . Meetmg

can contact you when necessary. May 19

m the Future...

Starting June 2 Summer Worship Services will be at 9:00am
e Starting June 2 No Sunday School for the summer
e June 3-11, 26 & 27 — Church Office Closed
e June 6-8 —Synod Assembly in Springfield
e June 10-14 — Crossways Confirmation Camp
e June 8 —9am Forrest Food Pantry
e June 16 — Father’s Day o Out Chiah




Prayer Concerns
...for those in the Military
Devin Hindman, Matt Pearson, Blake Sanders

... for those receiving nursing fome care, and their families and friends
Fairview Haven, Fairbury: Marge Meyers, Lee Wycoff, Evelyn Freeland
Serenity Villa, Fairbury: Jerry Honegger, Diane Rieger

The Pointe, Pontiac: Catherine Joiner

Pontiac Towers, Pontiac: lill Babbs

Evergreen Village, Normal: Marilyn Luttrell

Riverview Independent Living, East Peoria: Bob McGuire

Sugar Creek Alzheimer’s Special Care Center, Normal: Rachel Elbert

.. Jor healing/health concerns, and strength for their families
Brian Bounds, Chuck Bradshaw Sr., Chuck Bradshaw Jr., Denny Davis, Rita Dunn, Leona Hoover, Bonnie
Patterson, Gordon Ropp, Susie Stork ....... And all those who need God’s healing touch.
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Thank You to the following people for donating Easter
Lilies to decorate our sanctuary for Easter Sunday.

Brent & Paula Crane and Family
In Memory of Ron & Kay Crane
Art & Jana Lehman

Ed & Thelma Harms
J.R. & Donna Head =
Jerry & Peg Austman )
Neal & Norma Harms
Joh & Ruth Luttrell
Nancy Honegger
Al Ringler
Donna Manlove
Ann Hoke
In Memory of Della McCarty & Linda Weakman from Pat Ulitzsch
In Memory of Janet & Earl Weakman from the Family
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ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
MARCH 10, 2019
ATTENDANCE: Ropp, Austman, Harms, Kilgus, Austman, Stork, Stork, Doran, Schrof, Bachtold
Meeting called to order by President Terry Bachtold

Devotions by Terry Bachtold

Secretary’s Report: Jerry Austman made the motion to correct the Council organizational minutes.
The amount of the water bill the church paid was $219.75 not $2119.75. Seconded by Doran MC

Treasurer’s Report: After Jamie Stork went over the financials, Kilgus made the motion to approve,
2" by Jeff Austman MC

Committee Reports: Reviewed Jim Gerbers on his visits

Christian Ed: Julie Harms reported there are 4 kids eligible for confirmation. Julie will be the
Confirmation Leader-person to contact abut classes, etc. '

Evangelism: Fat Tuesday income was $1,200. Possible trip to Taylorville, phone contact this
following week with coordinator

OLD BUSINESS: none
NEW BUSINESS:
Easter Breakfast —not sure who is doing it at this point

Tam Kilgus made the motlon to forgo the fellowship committees and use a sign up sheet when
an event needs workers, 2™ by Ropp. MC

Copier lease is running out. This machine Is no longer made, thus parts are not available for
repair. Need a quote on a new lease/copier. Present lease is up in April. Possibly lease for 2-3
months while investigating which direction we would like to go. Try to get quote by next meeting

Light is out In the SW parking lot. Someone will be contacted to check it out.



** March 10, 2019 Church Council Minutes Continued **

Bev would like for her daughter, Britney, to be a summer assistant in the office. She would be
working on transferring the membership books to the computer. Working 12-15 hours a week and
only when Bev is in the office. Having the membership information on the computer makes looking
for information of past and present members a lot easier. Jerry Austman made the motion of hire
Brithey to work on membership rolls at $10 an hour for the summer, 2™ by Doren MC

Future Dates: March 17 Confirmation and Senior Quilt Service

April 14, Palm Sunday, 10 am Pastor Ruth Hanson
April 18, Maundy Thursday, communion service 7pm Pastor Hanson

April 19, Good Friday, 7pm, Sandy Schrof
April 21, Easter Sunrise Communion 7am , Pastor Victor Baderschneider,

Next Meeting: April 14, Sandy Schrof devotions

Suise Stork made the motion to adjourn, 2 by Jeff Austman

CONGRATULATIONS and g0® .S‘ @LGELS’SIWQS
upon the following Graduates --

Duke Harms, son of Patrick and Julie Harms will be graduating from
Prairie Central High School. Duke plans to attend lllinois State University

in the fall majoring in Agribusiness.

Ashley Maurer, daughter of Monica Markley and Derrick Maurer and
granddaughter of Gene and Carolyn Riha will be graduating from
Monmouth College with a BA degree in Mathematics and Economics.




| Sowe[dwsal 0z0z SSIedWSL 6102

‘ONINYOW AVASINGIM Wog
Agd 321440 HI¥NH2 IHL OLNI GINYNL
NOILYWYOINI NILITING TIV IAVH 3SVI1d |

WY siepusjed-g|geiund /siepus|es/wod ZExanaa mmm/ f:sdiy

om
6¢ 8¢ LZ 92 S¢ vZ €2 0g 6¢ 8¢ 7

¢¢ L 0C 61 8L ZLL 8L lZ 9T ST ¥Z €2 T¢ |T

SL ¥l €L 2L LL OL 6 0Z 6L 8L ZL 9L Sl ¥l
8 L 9 S v £ 2 €L 2L LLOL 6 8 L
L 9 ¢ ¥ € Z | _
S 4 L M 1L W S S 4 1 M 1L WS " 7
i 610z aunp ~ 6l0ZMdY 7 1 ¢ |
Apnis ajqig wd; OAl
sigyewsosld Wdog:y | dFSOT0 FOIH40 HOENHO

, diysiop, weq|
sjn0og Aog wdg Apnig ajq1g weg jooyag Aepung Emm
! L€ 03 6¢C | QC  Tegremowsy /[
_ % | _
sleainejesoeg Nd wd; _
fpnig a|qig wdy [19Un0Y yaInyd
Slayewasald wdog:y uolunwwoy) weg|
uopenpels Od wd; sinoog Aog wdg - fpmig a9 wep 3na 04Nl ¥3LLFTSMIN |  100YdS Aepung weg
. ST < €T 2 1 0Z -6l
Apmis sjqig wd;
sieyewsadald wdog:y diysiopp wegL
SJNoag I Apnis 8|qig wep [ooyog Aepung uieg
reqseangpey Q| /1 91 Gl 4! €l  Tegsmmon g |
, 7 B T
spnoog fog widg fpmis ejqig wd, ,
Sioyewsosld wdpsy |
Bupsaw sJoised AP yiny wdog:L uolunwwoD weq|
Aijued pood 1salo4 weg 90UBIBJUOY) ISESYLON WeE QAT WOE:9 _ Apnis 8|qi1g wWeg [00y2S ABpUNg Weg
L Ol 6 8 / 9 | mgsE@E G
Aepsiny] niyj Repuopy
NV 0g:1) - 0£:8
SIN0oS I uado si 22130 yainyn
. v € B ¢ | L . 0g 62 | 87
ADpPINIDS Aopl4 Appsiny] ADpPSBaUPaM Appsan] ADPUOW Apbpung .

610C AVW



May Worship Assistants

May 5, 2019 -- Communion
Deacon- Terry Bachtold
Usher- Darren Ropp

Randy Doran
Greeter- Collier, Cooper, Camden Palmore
Lector- Kenadee Stork
Fellowship- Terry & Judy Bachtold
Communion Assistant- Sandy Schrof
Fill - Pam & Tom Kilgus
Wash = Norma & Neal Harms
Count Team- Darren Ropp

Terry Bachtold

May 12, 2019
Deacon- Darren Ropp

Usher- Paul Harms
Tom Kilgus
Greeter- Gene & Carolyn Riha
Lector- Art Lehmann
Fellowship- Patrick & Julie Harms
Count Team- Tom Kilgus
Sandy Schrof

May 19, 2019 -- Communion
Deacon- Randy Doran
Usher- Art Lehmann

Bob Sanders
Greeter- Cal & Teresa Strahm
Lector- Lisa Heiser
Fellowship- Brent & Paula Crane
Communion Assistant- Lisa Heiser
Fill - Pam & Tom Kilgus
Wash — Norma & Neal Harms
Count Team- Jamie Stork

Julie Harms

May 26, 2019
Deacon- Terry Bachtold

Usher- LYO

Greeter- LYO

Lector- LYO

Fellowship- LYO

Count Team- Carolyn Riha
Jerry Austman

I J; 2 Pam Kilgus ") K
*9\ 5 Blake Sanders 0
f 5 Susie Stork k'¥
A 6 Dorothy Wessels 8,¥
7  Jerry Austman #‘,*

7  Rachel Wessels 9
9 Cullen Breeden 93';‘

10 Dakota Cabbage ¢
11 John Luttrell Q"Vf

11 Doug Wessels *
12 Stephanie Livesay sj;

12 Janelle Steidinger X

13 Pastor Corinne Blissard
13 Katie Elbert

14 Hannah Austman
14 Lee Wycoff

16 Ann Hoke

16 Dalton Breeden
17 Jack Austman

20 Duke Harms (Big)
23 Lorrie Frechette
23 Amber Maurer
24 Nancy Honegger
27 Donna Stehle

30 Jim Gerber

31 Amy Cabbage
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Dear friends and family,

FAMILY NEWS:

The past months have brought multiple opportunities for
our family to lean on God's strength and trust in His
wisdom. Just before returning to Brazil in January,

Janelle had a thyroid nodule biopsled. After an in-
conclusive pathology report, further genomic testing
showed a strong suspicion of malignancy. Her Endo-
crinologist recommended surgery to remove part, possibly
all, of her thyroid. All her exams, doctor visits, etc, related to this had been done in the US
so we decided it would be best for her to have the surgery done there. So in timing that
could only be described as the Lord’s, less than 3 months after returning to Brazil, she was
on a plane back to the states. Mariah went along in order to get her driver's license, make
a college visit, and help take care of her Janelle.

The pathology report after surgery did show papillary carcinoma (cancer), but in very
un-technical terms, it was small and contained, so did NOT require a second surgery to
remove the other lobe of her thyroid. We were all thankful she and Mariah were able to
return to Brazil after (just) three weeks and didn't need to extend their trip for extra

recuperation time after a second surgery.
. Meanwhile back in Brazil, the night

Janelle's surgery, Luke broke his
arm near the shoulder while playing
ball. The initial x-ray looked bad to
our untrained eyes, and it was
suggested by someone at the
hospital that he would need surgery
(what are the chances of two family
members having surgery the same
: . | day on different continents?).
gy B rix A8 )} Y\ However, the next day Matt was

Luke getting much more attention than he wants! able to take Luke to the capital city

two hours from Humaita to be seen by
a great orthopedic doctor. There they received confirmation that it was a pretty common
break and only needed a cast and time. Consultation & x-ray for the equivalent of $100US,
out of pocket.

MINISTRY NEWS:

Through a contact on the river, we met a lady in the city named Joana Dark. (Her name is
a variation on the Portuguese version of Joan of Arc). She is the youngest of six kids, only
daughter, and married at the age of 15. When she married she didn't have a relationship
with Christ. A few years later, she and her husband had a daughter and when her daughter
was three years old, Joana gave her heart to the Lord. Her husband was not happy about
this at all and forbid her to go to church. Finally he allowed her to go but didn't want her to
take their daughter. So she went alone. Her daughter asked many times to go with her, but
her husband refused to allow Joana to take her. He said he would move out if she took
their daughter to church. Finally, after many, many times of the daughter asking she
decided to take her with her, and her husband did leave. Thankfully after a short time, he
returned, but tensions were still high in their household.




Eventually, Joana was baptized but she had to do it secretly because she was
afraid of how her husbhand would react. She did eventually tell him and he reacted better
than she had hoped. A few years later, the family moved to another city for better job
opportunities. Joana found a church there and her husband allowed her to take their kids
but he didn't go himself. Sometimes he said he would go but something always came up.
They did occasionally spend time with people from their church as a family, and the
husband commented about how welcomed and cared for he felt. About a year ago, Joana's
family moved back to Humaita. Recently Frank and Matt went to visit with her husband'’s
parents. She and her hushand were there also. During this visit Frank and Matt invited the
in-laws and also Joana and her husbhand to come to church Sunday night. Joanna was
surprised when her husband said they would go, but he soon started to change his mind
and wouldn’t make a firm decision whether they would go or not. Finally, he agreed that
they would go. . ’

Their kids liked it so much they asked when they could come back. The family also
came to a small group meeting at our house later that week. Joanna's husband shared
how much he had enjoyed meeting everyone and but it was unusual for them to feel so
connected so quickly but that they wanted to walk with us in this journey. Frank and Matt

have started meeting with him for discipleship and we are excited to see where this journey
leads us! RETSr—py— r
I ]

While this is all happening in town,
Matt and Frank have also been busy on the
river. Matt went back to Santarem and flew
over one of the planes in early March. The
next week him and Frank did a supervision
trip to visit the other four missionary families
living downriver. They were able to visit five
communities where these missionaries have
started small Bible study groups. God is
good!!

In addition to long-distance super-

Cell group in the communi of Namor

vision, they have been working to evangelize and disciple in the villages around Humaita.
Praise the Lord, weekly meetings are happening in Namor, Laranjeiras, Santa Rosa and
Pacoval. As the Word is shared, the Holy Spirit is convicting souls and drawing them to
Christ's love and forgiveness. Over the past few weeks in these communities, eight souls
have made decisions to follow Christ! Discipleship continues and we are looking forward to
baptisms! (for more river stories please visit our website).

In the midsl of the ordinary and out of the ordinary things we've experienced
recently, we are continually encouraged to know we have a base of prayer warriors lifting
us up. We believe and trust in this in all times during our ministry, but feel it especially
when life doesn't go quite like we'd planned or hoped. Please know that your prayers
make a difference in our lives, and in the lives of the Brazilian people as well as we see
hearts turning toward Christ and lives beginning to change and be modeled after His.
Although it hardly feels sufficient, we again say THANK YOU for all that you do! "The
effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” James 5:16

With thankful hearts,

The Steidingers
CONTACT INFORMATION:
www.thesteidingers.com DONATIONS:
mattjanelle6@gmail.com AMAZON SALT AND LIGHT
MISSION: PO Box 697
www.amazonsaltandlight.org Bloomington, IL 61702

PH 309-963-4307
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Growing Hope Globally

Each night, 795 million people go to bed
bungry. Growing Hope Globally (formally
FRB) is a Christian based organization that

addresses the food shortages, poverty, and
health challenges that lead to hunger. The
goal of each program is to help families
have enough to eat throughout the year, and
produce a surplus that they can sell.

FRB was founded in 1999 by a small group
of farmers, churches, individuals, and
organizations that wanted to do something
about the hunger and poverty in the world.
Currently there are over 1000 US farmers,
hundreds of churches, and countless
organizations/businesses involved in
growing projects. Thanks to the dedication
of these volunteers, Growing Hope Globally
(FRB) has been able to support over 1.6
million people.

In 2018 there were more than 164 FRB
Growing Projects in 19 states that raised
money to support 47 different programs in
27 different countries. Projects partner rural
and urban churches to grow a crop.

Growing Hope Globally is an efficient use
of resources. Harvesting a crop locally and
donating dollars to be used for projects is
more efficient than shipping food since it is
expensive to ship to remote areas.

QOur Local Project

“Local, mission-minded farmers cooperating
with agri-business and individuals to grow a
crop to help alleviate world hunger.”

The proposed Forrest Area Project consists of 26
plus acres donated by local landowners. Farmers

donate their time and equipment to farm the
acres. Individuals and businesses provide

monetary/resource donations to cover the cost of

crop inputs (seed, fertilizer) as well as make

donations to the overall project. In the fall, the

crop will be harvested and sold with profits
donated to the Growing Hope Globally.

Our local project partners with urban churches.

Currently, our partners include the United

Church of Christ in Plainfield and St. Matthew’s

United Church of Christ in Wheaton.

Project Goals

In 2018, we raised $26,813.29. We
continue to be overwhelmed by the support
and enthusiasm by the participants.

We hope to continue the spirit of giving in
2019, giving our time, talents and resources
to the best of our ability.

Did you know?...

Cost of farming one acre

“Input” Cost per acre

0 Dry Fertilizer $100
¢ Ammonia Fertilizer $ 70
¢ Chemicals $ 35
¢ Seed $100
0 Insecticide $ 25
¢ Fuel $ 18

“Operational® cost per acre

¢ Planting 815
¢ Tillage 515
¢ Spraying $10
¢ Harvest $28
¢ Trucking $9
TOTAL cost per acre $425




Please contact the secretary's office if you would like to be a
prayer parent for our new confirmation students. Our confirmation
students are Jack Austman, Cole Harms, Josie Harms and Tabitha
Yoder. Confirmation starts in September.

Ruth Circle (WELCA) will be studying the book of Esther when we
meet during the summer months.
oOMpg : —— —
QQ ‘4 June — Session 1: Esther the queen —voices in the king’s court
July — Session 2: Esther saves the Jews — finding our voices

@) T August — Session 3: remembering Esther — using our voices

» = O All are invited to join us on the first Tuesday of the month at

HE S 1:30pm in the Parish Hall.

FRB/Now Growing Hope Globally
Please see the pamphlet included
elsewhere in the newsletter. We

Evangelism have tried to do the name change in
There were 8 persons (9 oh onhe day) all areas. (hopefully....)

that traveled to Taylorville, 1T, to
work on @ home datmaged by the
torhado that Struck onh 12-1-2018.
Our project was to side a (ohe-story)
house ahd we accomplished thatin 3
days. Thahk You to all that
Supported our work team!!

GROWING

HOPE

GLOBALLY
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Fellowship Committee Sign-up Sheet — lf you would be willing to serve on the Fellowship

» committee please write your name and phone number on the list that is on the table in the

" narthex. The purpose of the Fellowship Committee is to contact members for help in providing
food or services for activities throughout the year.

Mowing Sigh-up is out!

th .
125" Anniversary Cookbooks You can sign-up to mow as a service to the
For Sale -- $15 each ' church, or pay someone to mow.
in the Fellowship Hall. (Recommended amount is $40 per mowing)
They make great gifts! Mowing must be done by Saturday afternoons.

Mowers, if you are unsure of where to mow, ask!
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