St. Paul’s Lutheran Church FEBRUARY 2023 EPISTLES

Pastor Paul Lellelid

320 South Oak Street, PO Box 410

Forrest, IL 61741

Church: 815-657-8506

Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com

Website: www.forreststpaulslutheran.com

Sunday School 9:00 am o
Worship 10:00 am Facebook @SPLutheran125
Pastor’s Hours: Please have all

By appointment - 815-674-0357 information for

1. A the bulletin turned
Email: plellelid@outlook.com into the office by

Secretary’s Hours: Bevisworkingat | g,m Wednesday e kSRR s AT AR :

home. If you need anything, please email the morning and MARK YOUR CALENDAR
church or contact her at 815-848-4398. newsletter Council Meetin
Prayer Chain Contact: Gttt et | 5 Obu g
Carolyn Riha — into the office by February 5, 2023
Cell: 815-674-3336 9am on the 3rd ANNUAL MEETING
Email: generiha@mchsi.com | Monday of the : :
month- - PP

Please give the church office any address changes, new
phone numbers, new email addresses, etc ... so that we
can contact you when necessary.

In the Future...

e March 1,8, 15,22, 29— 6pm Lent Soup Supper and Worship
e March 3 — World Day of Prayer
e March 11 — Forrest Food Pantry

e March 12 — Daylight Savings Time Begins A

e March 17 — St. Patrick’s Day //@
4

e March 19 — Newsletter Info Due
to Our Church

&

e March 25 — Synod Assembly 1 Session by zoom



St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Council Minutes
January 15, 2023

Members present were Paul Harms, Kevin Yoder, Judy Bachtold, Art Lehmann, Paula Crane,
Tom Kilgus, Gene Riha, and Peg Austman.

Meeting called to order by President Paul Harms.

Devotion by Art Lehmann.

Minutes: T Kilgus made a motion to accept as printed. G Riha seconded. MC

Treasurer’s Report: G Riha made a motion to accept as printed. J Bachtold seconded. MC

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Paul continues with correspondence with members, visits/communion,
and weekly services.

Committee Reports: None

Old Business:

A: Nominating committee of Jeff Austman, Julie Harms, Sandy Schrof, and Darren Ropp.

B: Neal Harms and Jim Gerber have agreed to serve on Council and Tom Kilgus will continue to
serve as treasurer. Dennis and Elsie Evelsizer will serve as Prairieview Delegates and Gene and
Carolyn Riha will be synod delegates.

New Business:
A: Annual Meeting February 5, 2023.
B: Annual Meeting Agenda reviewed. Will need to add Missionary Furlough House {(parsonage)
C: Staff compensation. The recommendations to be presented to the congregation at the
annual meeting are as follows:

1. Secretary to from $15.00 t0$17.00 Motion made by J Bachtold, seconded by K Yoder,

MC
2. Church Organist/Pianist from $75 to $80 made by J Bachtold, 2" by G Riha, MC
3. Cleaning from $24 to $25 made by P Austman, 2™ by T Kilgus, MC.

D: Motion made by P Crane to extend Pastor Paul’s contract February 1, 2023, seconded by A
Lehmann, MC,

E: Discussed Dan/Dawn Hali upcoming spring visit. Peg will email to get a date. Sundays are
not available.

Upcoming dates:

February 5-Annual Meeting and Church council Meeting
February 21-Fat Tuesday Supper

February 22-Ash Wednesday Communion Service



March 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29 Lent Soup supper and Worship
March 12-Council Meeting

March 25- 1% session of Synod Assembly via Zoom

April 2- Paim Sunday

April 6- 7 pm Maundy Thursday Communion Service
April 7- 7pm Good Friday Service

April 9- 8am Easter service with Breakfast following

Next Meeting: February 5, 2023 (after annual meeting)
Next month devotions: None

Motion to adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer was made by T Kilgus, seconded by G Riha
MC.

Respectfully submitted,

Peg Austman, Secretary



Praver Concerns

... for those in the Military, and their families and friends
Taegun Eimer, Amber Maurer, Luke Honegger

... for our Missionary Families i
The Hall Family in Albania, The Steidinger Family in Brazil, and The Bachtold Family in Ireland\ % %} ¢
... for those receiving nursing fiome care, and their families and friends
Fairview Haven, Fairbury: John Nance

Serenity Villa, Fairbury: Diane Rieger

Pontiac Towers, Pontiac: Jill Babbs

Prairieview Luther Place, Danforth: Dennis & Elsie Evelsizer
Accolade, Pontiac: Ann Hoke

... for healing/health concerns, and strength for their families

Harper Allen, Chuck Bradshaw Jr., Gary Fellers, Rita Geiger, Matt Steidinger, .......And all those
who need God'’s healing touch.

Prayer for the sick —
May you be wrapped up in God’s love.

Found deep in His everlasting wings
Carried and kept, save and cherished.
May the healing power of Christ

Breath across your being now.

CE7r O

125" Anniversary
Cookbooks For Sale

$15 each

; | The Food Pantry is in need of

grocery bags, plastic bags and
egg cartons. Please put them in
the green totes in the Parish Hall.

Celebrate your special occasion
or remember someone you love
with an altar decoration.
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February Worship Assistants

February 5, 2023 — Communion
Deacon — Paul Harms
Usher — Paul Harms

Terry Bachtold
Greeters — Gene & Carolyn Riha
Lector — Lisa Heiser
Communion Assistant — Jeff Austman
Fill & Wash — LLisa Heiser
Fellowship — Patrick & Julie Harms

February 12,2023
Deacon — Paul Harms
Usher — Paul Harms

Brent Crane
Greeters — Jerry & Peg Austman
Lector — Judy Bachtold
Fellowship — Brent & Paula Crane

February 19, 2023 — Communion
Deacon — Art Lehmann
Usher — Art Lehmann

Tom Kilgus
Greeters — Art & Jana LLehmann
Lector — Josie Harms
Communion Assistant — Jeff Austman
Fill & Wash — Lisa Heiser
Fellowship — Gene & Carolyn Riha

February 22, 2023— Ash Wednesday
Deacon — Art Lehmann
Usher — Randy Doran

Art Lehmann
Greeters — Bob & Deb Sanders
Lector — Sandy Schrof
Communion Assistant — Jeff Austman
Fill & Wash — Peg Austman

February 26, 2023
Deacon — Art Lehmann
Usher — Tom Kilgus
Art Lehmann
Greeters — Terry & Judy Bachtold
Lector — Kenadee Allen

Fellowship — LYO

' February
Judy Gerber

1

1 Megan Tremel
2 Luke Crane

4  Tracen Burke

5 Megan Mathes
13 Jamie Nowak
16 Joni Kilgus

17 Emersyn Tremel
21 Michael Cleary
23 Beth Rieger

23 Jim Starks
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26 Hayden Wenger
26 Mitchell Wessels '
28 Duke Harms (young)

vy

Fill the fower chant]
Celebrate your
special occasion or
remember someone
you love with an
altar decoration.
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Treats for college kids/military

We will be packing our Valentine Boxes for college
students and military personnel on Sunday, February 2
during Sunday School. If you would like to contribute, we
are looking for items that pack well—popcorn packets,
crackers, ramen noodles, candy, snacks, post it notes,
etc. We have 8 on our list to receive boxes. Please
leave your items on the first table in the parish hall before
February 2. If you do not want to do your own shopping,
contact Peg and she will do it for you.
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The 2022 Annual Report is available for you to pickup in the

Narthex, it i1s on the church website:
www.forreststpaulslutheran.com under the Church Council tab

or you may have it emailed or mailed to you.

The Annual Meeting will be held Sunday
February 5, 2023 after church.

WINTER STORM
WARNING

U

CHURCH CANCELLATIONS
If and when church is cancelled due to poor weather conditions you should receive a phone call or
an email (depending on which list you are on) letting you know of the cancellation. The
cancellation will also be posted on the church’s Facebook page and the church website. If you do
not receive a phone call or an email and you would like to be on either one of these lists please let
Bev in the church office know. Remember to always use your best judgement and stay home
where you are warm and safe if the conditions are not suitable for you to be out and about!
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Thank you to St. Paul’s for our Christmas bag. It was nice to be remembered and
we really enjoyed our visit with Jim and Judy and hearing all the news.

Dennis &7, Elsie

| Dear members of my charch family,

I Thank you so much for the Christmas gift bag you sent. The best part of
I receiving the aift was knowing vou are thinking of me and keeping me in vour |
| Pravers.

I T can’t wait to wear the Christmas gripper socks to activities here at
| Accolade. Manicure set is a useful item. T will enjoy the puzzle book to pass I
* the time and reading the daily devotion messages. Of course, a box of

; Famie WMay chocolates is hard +o beat!
|
; WMay you all be blessed +his holiday season. T will miss attending the

. Christimas Bve service and wishing each of you a merry Christimas, but know |
I jou are close +o me v thought and praver. God's blessings to vyou alll

i
; A Hoke



February 2023

The Piecemakers continue to meet every Tuesday.
This past year we didn’t have a senior graduating so no
quilt was needed.

After the death of our beloved Susie Stork, we
decided to make lap quilts for the Piper City nursing
home. We used the abundance of fabric we had left from
making so many quilts. We donated 9 lap quilts in Susie’s
memory.

Since St. Paul’s doesn’t have any graduating seniors
in 2023. We are working on another raffle quilt. Hopefully
it will be finished by mid February.

Piecemakers meet every Tuesday from 2:00 to
approximately 4:30. Our group is small, and we’d be
happy to increase our numbers. All are welcome to join
us. Quilting or sewing skills are not necessary. Come
visit with us, and share the fellowship. You may discover a
new hobby.

The Piecemakers: Norma Harms, Deb Sanders, Sandy
Schrof, and Carolyn Riha
Submitted by Carolyn Riha



FORREST GROWING PROJECT FINAL REPORT
2003-2022

The Forrest Growing Project sponsored by St. Paul’s Lutheran has just
completed its 20™" and FINAL year. We would like to take this
opportunity to thank you for your participation in this Christian
response to hunger. Your generosity has benefitted many!

The Forrest Growing Project has raised funds for Growing Hope
Globally (formerly Foods Resource Bank/FRB). In the past few years
funds have also been distributed to Midwest Food Bank, Eastern lllinois
Food Bank, Fairbury Food Pantry, Chatsworth Food Pantry, and Forrest
Food Pantry.

In the beginning years (2003 thru 2010) USAID matched our earnings.
In total USAID contributed $162,785.19 in those 8 years. Over our 20
years of sponsorship, our Forrest Growing Project has earned and
distributed $966,302.30 {including the USAID contributions).

Through raising these funds, we have developed urban partnerships
and relationships over the years--Plainfield UCC, Wheaton St.
Matthew’s UCC, and Oak Park Grace Lutheran. St. Paul’s Lutheran has
hosted many of these churches at our Harvest Celebrations.

Growing Hope Globally is not a food distribution center butisa
program that supports projects in poorer countries that enables people
to get the education/tools needed to support themselves. If you want
to continue to support GHG, check their website
growinghopeglobally.org.



£ FAT TUESDAY
FEBRUARY 21

PANCAKE & SAUSAGE
SUPPER

5:30-7:00
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Forrest
South Oak Street

Funds used for Forrest Food Pantry

Thrivent Funds used for start up
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