St. Paul’s Lutheran Church OCTOBER 2023 EPISTLES

Pastor Dave Castner

320 South Oak Street, PO Box 410

Forrest, IL 61741

Church: 815-657-8506

Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com
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e November 5 — Daylight Savings Time Ends
e November 5 — All Saints Day

e November 11— Veterans Day

e November 11 — Forrest Food Pantry

e November 19 — Newsletter Info Due

e November 23 — Thanksgiving Day

e November 26 — Hanging of the Greens

to Our Church



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

For my first newsletter I suppose I should start with a bit of an
introduction. It is difficult to summarize a life in a paragraph or
two, so I'll just give you a quick overview.

I have been married to Timorie (just call her “T") for 25 years,
and we have a 17-year-old son named Liam. It’s easiest to say
we're from the Rocky Mountain West because we've lived in
Montana, Arizona, Wyoming, and Colorado. We have also had
the adventure of living in Washington, North Dakota, Minnesota,
and now Illinois. Timorie is a manager with State Farm and
Liam is a junior at Tri-Valley High School. My experience has
been everything from a laborer and heavy equipment operator
in copper mining to a chaplain in a nursing home; as well as
cleaning stalls to being an Environmental Scientist with a
hydrogeological consulting firm and a lot of things in-between.

What I think you can expect from me is this; I enjoy ministry
and love to have fun, laugh, and enjoy life. We should strive to
make church something to be enjoyed and not simply an
obligation. I believe worship is a celebration of a divine gift
from Jesus, and as such, my desire is that you leave church
feeling better than when you arrived. We are starting a new
adventure together and it will take time to get to know each
other but I'm looking forward to it. So, feel free to ask me
anything and I'll see you soon.

Blessings,
Pastor Dave



St. Paul’s Lutheran Council Minutes
Septemberll, 2023

Council members present were Paula Crane, Tom Kilgus, Art Lehmann, Jim Gerber,
Rich Stork, Gene Riha, Neal Harms, and Peg Austman. Pastor Dave Castner was
also present.

Meeting was called to order by President P. Crane at 5:30 pm.

Devotions by P. Crane.
Minutes: A. Lehmann made a motion to accept as printed. J. Gerber 2™. MC.

Treasurer’s Report: N. Harms made a motion to accept as printed. G. Riha 2nd,
MC.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Dave reported that he plans to have office hours on
Tuesday and Thursday.

Committee Reports:
*Evangelism- met in September. Plans made for farewell for Pastor Paul and
installation for Pastor Dave. God’s Work Our Hands will be moved to 9/17/23.

Old Business:
*Update on entrance door-handicap accessible now but Hasty Locksmith will be

back to adjust.

New Business
e T Kilgus made a motion to purchase office furniture using memorial funds.
N. Harms 2. MC.

Upcoming dates:
September 17-God’s Work Our Hands
September 23 at 9:30-Evan Bachtold/friends presentation on Ireland Mission work

October 8, 2023-Pastor Appreciation Day

Adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer
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Praver Concerns

... for those in the Military, and their families and friends

Taegun Eimer, Luke Honegger

... for our Missionary Families
The Steidinger Family in Brazil, The Bachtold Family in Ireland, Albania

... for those receiving nursing home care, and their families and friends
Serenity Villa, Fairbury: Diane Rieger

Pontiac Towers, Pontiac.: Jill Babbs

Prairieview Luther Place, Danforth: Dennis & Elsie Evelsizer
Accolade, Pontiac: Ann Hoke

Holly Brook, Gibson City: Rowe & Corinne Blissard

... for healing/health concerns, and strength for their families

Amy Bachtold, Nathan Farris, Dan Mullen Jr, Wanda Schelutar, Roger Scherr .... And all those who
need God’s healing touch.

Prayer for the sick —
May you be wrapped up in God’s love.

Found deep in His everlasting wings
Carried and kept, save and cherished.
May the healing power of Christ

Breath across your being now.
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125 Anniversary
Cookbooks For Sale

$15 each

The Food Pantry is in need of
Fill the fomen chast] s

grocery bags, plastic bags and
egg cartons. Please put them in
the green totes in the Parish Hall.

Celebrate your special occasion
or remember someone you love
with an altar decoration.
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October Worship Assistants

October 1, 2023 — Communion
Deacon- Art Lehmann

Usher - Art Lehmann & Terry Bachtold
Greeters — Ruth Luttrell & Duke Harms
Lector - Lisa Heiser

Communion Assistant — Sandy Schrof
Fellowship — Brent & Paula Crane

Fill & Wash —Jana Lehmann

October 8, 2023

Deacon - Art Lehmann

Usher — Art Lehmann & Jerry Austman
Greeters — Randy & Jean Doran
Lector — Judy Bachtold

Fellowship — Gene & Carolyn Riha

October 15, 2023 — Communion
Deacon- Art Lehmann

Usher - Art Lehmann & Brent Crane
Greeters — Terry & Judy Bachtold
Lector - Josie Harms

Communion Assistant — Sandy Schrof
Fellowship — Jerry & Peg Austman

Fill & Wash — Jana Lehmann

October 22, 2023

Deacon - Art [.ehmann

Usher — Art Lehmann & Jerry Austman
Greeters — Bob & Deb Sanders

Lector — Art Lehmann

Fellowship — LYO

October 29, 2023 — Communion
Deacon- Art LLehmann

Usher - Art Lehmann & Randy Doran
Greeters — Art & Jana Lehmann
Lector - Sandy Schrof

Communion Assistant — Sandy Schrof
Fellowship — Tom & Pam Kilgus

Fill & Wash — Jana LLehmann
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October
Nathan Farris
Marg Haab
Faithe Wenger

Maureen Stork
Suellen Starks
Laurie Sturm
Gina Hecht
Sarah Gassaway
Alan Stutzman
Savannah Ropp
Natalie Austman
Deb Sanders
Sandy Ropp
Easton Tremel
Sam Douglass
Dustin Mathes

October
1 Calvin & Teresa Strahm
4  Pastor Dave & Timorie Castner
7 Michael & Becky Eimer
11 Dave & Kris Wenger
21 Alan & Meredith Stutzman
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Paul’s Place (our furlough house for missionaries)
has turned out to be a great venture. We have had
guests 3 times and they have been very appreciative
and thankful for a place where they can have their
own space.

There are a few items we could still use for the
house to make it more comfortable —
PAUL’S 3 small bedside tables, 3 small dressers.

PLACE For more information contact Jana Lenmann 815-
848-3344, Judy Bachtold 815-848-3898,
Or Pam Kilgus 309-824-7062.

God’s Work Qur Hands was Sunday, September 17.

Following our worship service (and a quick donut!) willing hands helped at the
Food Pantry, Paul’s Place and getting items ready for Shoebox packing.

GWOH is the day that the Evangelical Lutheran Church (ELCA) works together
by completing service projects for others. Thanks for your willing hands!!!

OPERATION SHOEBOX --
Tentative plans are to pack shoeboxes
November 12. We are in the process of
taking inventory of our donated items and

using donations to purchase additional items
as needed. Thanks to all of you for your
support of this program!
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Quriltgiven to Pastor Paul on August 27th, his last Sunday at St. Paul’s, in
appreciation of his service to St. Paul’s. It was made by the Piecemakers, left to
right: Carolyn Riha, Deb Sanders, Norma Harms, Sandy Schrof, and Judy Gerber.
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The August Anniversary group had their dinner at Baxter’s in Bloomington on
August 26. A lovely dinner and dessert was enjoyed by all.
Front to back: Tom & Joan Glendenning, Dieter & Rachael Elbert, Sam & Jeanette
Douglass, Neal & Norma Harms, Rowe & Corinne Blissard, Jerry & Peg Austman.



WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

| am updating the Worship Assistants Lists. If you would like to serve as a Greeter, Usher,
Communion Assistant, Lector or serve Fellowship for worship services please sign the sign-
up sheet of your choice in the Narthex or email the church office. If you would like to be
taken off one or more of the lists, please cross your name off or email the church office. |
have put the list of people that | currently have below. These lists will be available for
updating during September and October. The new changes will take effect after the first of
the new year. Thank You for helping with the worship services. The church email address
is: stpaulforrest@gmail.com.

Greeters Ushers

Gene & Carolyn Riha Lectors Paul Harms
Jerry & Peg Austman Sandy Schrof Art Lehmann
Art & Jana Lehmann Kenadee Allen Terry Bachtold
Bob & Deb Sanders Art Lehmann Jerry Austman
Terry & Judy Bachtold Lisa Heiser Brent Crane
Randy & Jean Doran Judy Bachtold Neal Harms
Cal & Teresa Strahm (May — Sept.) Josie Harms Randy Doran
Duke Harms

Ruth Luttrell

Fellowship
Gene & Carolyn Riha

Jerry & Peg Austman . Communion Assistant
Tom & Pam Kilgus Carolyn Riha

Art & Jana Lehmann Sandy Schrof

Terry & Judy Bachtold H

Lisa Heiser
Patrick & Julie Harms n&
Brent & Paula Crane G\®
MATREN

Cal & Teresa Strahm (May — Sept.)
LYO (4'" Sunday)
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THE CHURCH DIRECTORY is in the process of being updated. Please submit any
updated information for yourself and any of your family members. Please use the form
included below for making changes. Thank you for your help in keeping this information
current. PLEASE CHECK THE CURRENT DIRECTORY AND MAKE SURE THAT WE
HAVE YOUR CORRECT ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBERS, EMAIL, BIRTHDAY AND
ANNIVERSARY!

CHURCH DIRETORY INFORMATION

Please check one of the boxes below.

ADD 1]

CHANGE ]
DELETE ]

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE #

CELL PHONE #

EMAIL ADDRESS

BIRTHDAY

ANNIVERSARY

Mail or email completed form back to the church or leave on the secretary’s desk.
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