St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Pastor Dave Castner

320 South Oak Street, PO Box 410
Forrest, IL 61741

Church: 815-657-8506

Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com

FEBRUARY 2024 EPISTLES

Website: www.forreststpaulslutheran.com

Sunday School 9:00 am
Worship 10:00 am

Find us on

Facebook @SPLutheran125

Pastor’s Hours:
By appointment - 970-290-1268
Email: griz1994@yahoo.com

Secretary’s Hours: Bev is working at

home. If you need anything, please email the
church or contact her at 815-848-4398.

Prayer Chain Contact:
Carolyn Riha -
Cell: 815-674-3336
Email: generiha@mchsi.com

Please have all
information for
the bulletin turned
into the office by
9am Wednesday
morning and
newsletter
information turned
into the office by
9am on the 3@
Monday of the
month.

can contact you when necessary.

Please give the church office any address changes, new
phone numbers, new email addresses, etc ... so that we

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Council Meeting
February 11, 2024
ANNUAL MEETING
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In the Future...

March 1 — World Day of Prayer

March 6, 13, 20 — 6pm Lent Soup Supper and Worship
March 9 — Forrest Food Pantry

March 10 — Daylight Savings Time Begins

March 17 — St. Patrick’s Day

March 17 — Newsletter Info Due

March 24 — Palm Sunday

March 28 — 7pm Maundy Thursday Worship

March 29 — 7pm Good Friday Worship

March 31 — 8am Easter Sunday Worship with Breakfast after
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Hello church family!

This may not come as a surprise to you, but we are living in a strange
world. I can say this with confidence because Not only did our country, and
most of the world, lockdown because of a virus, but we saw people panic
and utterly lose their minds. The moment when I knew that we were in
trouble was when people's survival instincts kicked in. Did they stock up on
food? No. Soap? No. People panicked and purchased all the toilet paper
they could find! That, and ammunition. I suppose they needed the
ammunition to guard their toilet paper! I have always known toilet paper to
be nicknamed “mountain money” or “rolled gold,” but that was ridiculous.

It was when I was taking my shift guarding our toilet paper one night that I
realized that people really need Jesus. I realized that had there really been
an apocalyptic crisis the world was in big trouble because people placed
more trust in toilet paper supply than in Jesus. If people were in such a
panic to selfishly acquire all they could for themselves, they were not
lovingly helping their neighbor nor trusting that their Lord was going to take
care of them. If Jesus can turn water into wine, I am sure toilet paper was
well within his ability as well!

There are so many verses in the Bible that implore us to trust in God that I
couldn’t begin to reference them here, but Matthew chapter 6 is a good
start. Jesus tells us to trust God in everything, even the mundane day-to-
day things.

"25 'Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will
eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is
not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? ?°Look at
the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns,
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value
than they?”



I realize as much as anybody that this can be easier said than done. My
faith is not any more perfect than anybody else's, but I have had enough
experiences to realize that God is with me through the good and the bad. I
find myself having to remind myself of this every time life gets difficult. I
must laugh that myself because God has shown repeatedly that he will not
let me down and yet I still find myself worrying. Jesus tells us:

“31Therefore do not worry, saying, "What will we eat?” or "What will
we drink?” or "What will we wear?” 3*For it is the Gentiles who strive
for all these things; and indeed, your heavenly Father knows that you
need all these things. 33But strive first for the kingdom of God and
his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”

That is why we need to always remember to give thanks for our times of
plenty but to trust in confidence that our Lord is with us when we face the
trials of life. Be it too much rain or not enough, relationship troubles, work
or school troubles, or any number of 1000 different things that life could be
throwing at us. Remind yourself to put your trust in the only one who can
have influence and “know that in all things God works for the good of those
who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.” (Romans
8:28)

Blessings,
Pastor Dave



Praver Concerns

... for those in the Military, and their families and friends

Taegun Eimer, Luke Honegger

... for our Missionary Families
The Steidinger Family in Brazil, The Bachtold Family in Ireland,
The Hall Family for their continued work with Hope Albania

...for those receiving nursing home care, and their families and friends
Elpaso Health Care Center, Elpaso: Jill Babbs

Serenity Villa, Fairbury: Diane Rieger

Prairieview Luther Place, Danforth: Dennis & Elsie Evelsizer
Accolade, Pontiac: Ann Hoke, Maxine Yoder

Holly Brook, Gibson City: Rowe & Corinne Blissard

... for fiealing/health concerns, and strength for their families

Gary Babbs, Rowe Blissard, Dieter Elbert, Michael Endres, Dennis Evelsizer, Nathan Farris, Rachel
Ford, Fred Gerber, Judy Gray, Marge Haab, Kya Householter and her family, Piper Kilgus, Darlene
Lesile, Brooklyn Lesones and her family, Kip McDowell, Dan Mullen, Roger Scherr, Teresa Strahm,
Pastor Dave’s brother-in-law Tyler .... And all those who need God'’s healing touch.

Praver for the sick —

May you be wrapped up in God'’s love.

Found deep in His everlasting wings

Carried and kept, save and cherished.
May the healing power of Christ

Breath across your being now.

125" Anniversary
Cookbooks For Sale

$15 each
Gl the Hower hart] The Food Pantry is in need of

Celebrate your special occasion grocery bags, plastic bags and

or remember someone you love egg cartons. Please put them in
with an altar decoration. the green totes in the Parish Hall.
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February Worship Assistants

February 4, 2024 — Communion
Deacon- Neal Harms

Usher - Neal Harms & Brent Crane
Greeters — Gene & Carolyn Riha
Lector - Josie Harms

Communion Assistant — Lisa Heiser
Fellowship — Brent & Paula Crane
Fill & Wash — Lisa Heiser

February 11, 2024 — Annual Meeting
Deacon - Art Lehmann

Usher — Art Lehmann & Jerry Austman
Greeters — Ruth Luttrell & Duke Harms
Lector — Art Lehmann

Fellowship — Art & Jana L.ehmann

February 14,2024 — Communion —
Ash Wednesday

Deacon- Art Lehmann

Usher - Art Lehmann & Randy Doran
Greeters — Art & Jana Lehmann
Lector - Sandy Schrof

Communion Assistant — Lisa Heiser
Fill & Wash — Peg Austman

February 18. 2024 — Communion
Deacon- Art Lehmann

Usher - Art Lehmann & Paul Harms
Greeters — Terry & Judy Bachtold
Lector - Josie Harms

Communion Assistant — [isa Heiser
Fellowship — Gene & Carolyn Riha
Fill & Wash — Lisa Heiser

February 25, 2024

Deacon - Art Lehmann

Usher — Art Lehmann & Terry Bachtold
Greeters — Bob & Deb Sanders

Lector — Lisa Heiser

Fellowship —LYO

' February
Judy Gerber

i

1 Megan Tremel

2 Luke Crane

4  Tracen Burke

5 Megan Mathes
13 Jamie Nowak

16 Joni Kilgus

17 Emersyn Tremel
21 Michael Cleary
23 Beth Rieger

23 Jim Starks

Jill Kinter

Rod Hodges

26 Hayden Wenger
26 Mitchell Wessels
28 Duke Harms (young)
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Silll the Yoner chat!|
Celebrate your
special occasion or
remember someone
you love with an
altar decoration.




St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Council Minutes
lanuary 17, 2024

Members present were Paula Crane, Tom Kilgus, Jim
Gerber, Rich Stork, Gene Riha, Neal Harms, and Peg
Austman. Absent was Art Lehmann.

Meeting called to order by President Paula Crane at 5:30
pm.

Devotion by P. Austman

Secretary’s Report: Motion made by T. Kilgus to accept as
printed. 2" by N. Harms. MC

Treasurer’s Report: P. Austman made a motion to accept
as printed. R. Stork 2", MC.

Pastor’s Report: Did 3 Advent services and participated
in the Just Believe Gala. Attended Conference Pastor’s

meeting in Flanagan. Did 4 visits. Thank you to Church
for Christmas card/gift.

Committee Réports: |
Evangelism- Fat Tuesday Pancake and Sausage Supper
2/13/24.




Old Business:

A. Nominating committee -Paul Harms, Judy Bachtold,
and Kevin Yoder.

B. A motion was made by T. Kilgus to accept the
recommendations presented by the committee for
approval at the annual meeting of Brent Crane, Lisa
Heiser (for church council), Dennis and Elsie Evelsizer
(Prairieview Delegates), and 2024 Synod Delegates
yet to be filled. N. Harms 2", MC.

New Business:

A: Thank You for the Christmas gift from Bev Koerner.

B: Annual meeting date changed to 2/11/24.

C. J. Gerber made a motion to approve the annual
meeting agenda with the meeting date change to
2/11/24. P.Crane 2. MC.

D. Staff compensation- P. Austman made a motion to
recommend the following at the annual meeting:
Secretary to $18 (increase of $1), Organist/pianist to
$84 per service (increase of $4 per service), and
Cleaning $26 per hour {Increase of $1). This is an
approximate 5% pay increase. 2" by R. Stork. MC

E. Historical Documents from Building the 1965 Church
Building donated by Steven Lenz was presented. A




copy will be placed in the office archives and copies
will be shared on the narthex table.
F. T. Kilgus made a motion to approve the 5 year lease
for a new copier from RICOH. P. Austman 2". MC.
G. Discussed the Local Benevolence Fund with Pastor.

Upcoming dates:
*2/11/24 Annual Meeting

Next Meeting: 2/11/24 following annual meeting.
Next month devotions-none

Closed with the Lord’s Prayert.
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Treats for college kids/military
We are planning on sending Valentine boxes the first part
of February to our students in college and those serving in
the military. If you would like to contribute to this, we are
looking for items that pack well—popcorn packets,
crackers, ramen noodles, candy, snacks, post it notes,
etc. We have 5 on our list to receive boxes. Please leave
your items on the first table in the parish hall during the
month of January. If you do not want to do your own
shopping, contact Peg and she will do it for you.
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The 2023 Annual Report is available for you to pick up in the
Narthex, it is also on the church website:
www.forreststpaulslutheran.com under the Church Council tab

or you may have it emailed or mailed to you.

The Annual Meeting will be held Sunday
February 11, 2024 after church.

WINTER STORM
WARNING

U

CHURCH CANCELLATIONS
If and when church is cancelled due to poor weather conditions you should receive a phone call or
an email (depending on which list you are on) letting you know of the cancellation. The
cancellation will also be posted on the church’s Facebook page and the church website. If you do
not receive a phone call or an email and you would like to be on either one of these lists please let
Bev in the church office know. Remember to always use your best judgement and stay home
where you are warm and safe if the conditions are not suitable for you to be out and about!
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camhich ! Congratulations! -

© " R i W To Gabby & Caleb Zeedyk |
» O | n | on the birth of their son, |
. Dean Mykal Zeedyk. :

g HUS ||TT|6 ' Dean was born Saturday, January 20, 2024.

| Proud Grandparents are :
" Mark & Gina Weber and Lyle & Sherri Zeedyk. |

God's Blessings to all of youl |

We want to thank St. Paul’s for the Christmas bag
that was delivered by Pastor Dave. We enjoyed

meeting him and having a long visit. It was great | l}] m ﬁg m

to be remembered. We are also grateful for the mils
prayers offered for Dennis. God is Good. ng § j mn
Dennis & Elsie Evelsizer . 4

Wednesday Night Lent Soup Supper and Worship
will be February 21, 28 and March 6, 13, 20.
Supper will be at 6pm with Worship afterwards.
Please signup to bring soup or dessert or both.
The signup sheet is on the table in the narthex.
Everyone is Welcome!

Wednesdays
in Lent

The Salvation Army Red Kettle Drive raised a total of

$17,788.56 this Christmas. It is no doubt much much

higher because of our involvement! Seriously though,
we should all be proud to have been a part of this
fundraiser that will help so many in our community.

|
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