St. Paul’s Lutheran Church MARCH 2024 EPISTLES

Pastor Dave Castner

320 South Oak Street, PO Box 410

Forrest, IL 61741

Church: 815-657-8506

Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com

Website: www.forreststpaulslutheran.com

Sunday School 9:00 am o
Worship 10:00 am Facebook @SPLutheran125
Pastor’s Hours: Please have all
By appointment - 970-290-1268 lﬁfﬂgfﬁftion for i
Email: griz1994@yahoo.com ehg LI EL NG
S , ) i i into the office by
ecretary s HOUI‘?. Bevisworkingat | g, Wednesday e :
home. If you need anything, please email the morning and MARK YOUR CALENDAR
church or contact her at 815-848-4398. sievwsletter C il Meeti
Prayer Chain Contact: tnformation furned | @ ouncit Vieeting
Carolyn Riha — into the office by _ March 10, 2024 :
Cell: 815-674-3336 9am on the 3rd ¢ Devotions: Pastor Dave Castner :
Email: generiha@mchsi,com Monday Of the e R R e R TR S SR S T TR S R R e e
month.
Please give the church office any address changes, new
phone numbers, new email addresses, etc ... so that we
can contact you when necessary.
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e April 13 — Forrest Food Pantry }AJ‘

e April 14 — Church Council Meeting after church
e April 21 — Newsletter Info Due

to OQur Church
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I am a fan of the singer Jimmy Buffett. One of my favorite songs of his is called Fruitcakes. The song is a
commentary on many aspects of the world and society. One part that I can resonate with is when he comments
about religion, “Where's the church, who took the steeple; Religion is in the hands of some crazy people;
Television preachers with bad hair and dimples... Tell me what's goin on, I ain't gotta clue.” This is significant
to me because Jimmy Buffet, as a Christian himself, is commenting on the negative perceptions Christians have.
As a Christian, | too am concerned how Christianity, the church, and even God are perceived in the world.

Too many of us have encountered poor examples of Christians. (Some of you have told me that the reason you
became a Lutheran was because of your bad experiences elsewhere.) Unfortunately, people are quick to judge
Christianity harshly based on a few bad apples. I don’t like this, and I certainly do not agree with it, but
unfortunately that seems to be the reality of the world we live in.

I believe the challenge for us as Christians and a church is how we face these negative stereotypes and set
ourselves apart from them.

Jesus continually calls us to have faith. Unfortunately, he does not say that we need to know or understand his
plans. That can be the most difficult part of faith, not knowing the overall plan we are expected to participate
in.

I have always found it best, when in doubt about what God’s plans are, to fall back on what I do know to be
true. Jesus says in Luke chapter 10, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your strength and with all your mind'; and 'Love your neighbor as yourself.” This simple truth tells us
to continue to worship and glorify God. It also tells us to care for our church, our friends, family, and
community to the best of our abilities. This is what it means to be Christian and how we can make a difference.
So long as we maintain this focus, we cannot help but remain faithful to what God is calling us too.

Because people have plenty of negative examples of Christians and Christianity, we must work that much
harder to overcome those views. Our church seems to be a well-kept secret in the community, otherwise they
would be knocking down our doors to get in. People may know about us, but what may not be as widely known
is what an incredibly loving and welcoming faith community we are. This is a secret we needn’t keep to
ourselves but share it with our entire community!

As we continue in this new year, I see hope and excitement for our church. So long as our efforts continue to
focus on sharing God’s word and glorifying his presence to the world, he will bless our efforts.

Blessings,

Pastor Dave
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March Worship Assistants

March 3, 2024 — Communion
Deacon- Neal Harms

Usher - Neal Harms and Paul Harms
Greeters — Gene & Carolyn Riha
Lector - Sandy Schrof

Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha
Fellowship — Gene & Carolyn Riha
Fill & Wash — Terry & Judy Bachtold

March 10, 2024

Deacon - Neal Harms

Usher — Neal Harms and Terry Bachtold
Greeters — Jerry & Peg Austman
Lector — Lisa Heiser

Fellowship — Jerry & Peg Austman

March 17, 2024 — Communion
Deacon- Neal Harms

Usher - Neal Harms and Jerry Austman
Greeters — Bob & Deb Sanders

Lector - Judy Bachtold

Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha
Fellowship — Tom & Pam Kilgus

Fill & Wash — Terry & Judy Bachtold

March 24, 2024 — Palm Sunday
Deacon - Neal Harms

Usher — Neal Harms and Randy Doran
Greeters — Art & Jana Lehmann
Lector — Art Lehmann

March 28, 2024 — Communion —
Maundy Thursday

Deacon- Neal Harms

Usher - Neal Harms and Paul Harms
Greeters — Terry & Judy Bachtold
Lector - Josie Harms

Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha
Fill & Wash — Terry & Judy Bachtold

March
1 Jean Doran
1 Jill Jenks
2  Michael Hoover
2 Piper Kintner
7 Jackson Gassaway
9 Diane Audi
9 Rita Dunn
9 Elsie Evelsizer
9 Sadie Ropp
11 Renee Wenger
12 Cayl Eimer
12 Wyatt Harms
12 Lauren Cabbage
24 Taylor Crane
24 Adeline Kilgus
26 Mary Etta Mullen
30 Sharri Crane
30 JanetJohnson

March 27, 2024 — Good Friday
Deacon - Neal Harms

Usher — Neal Harms and Art Lehmann
Greeters — Randy & Jean Doran
Lector — Sandy Schrof

March 31, 2024 — Communion -- Easter
Deacon- Neal Harms

Usher - Neal Harms and Terry Bachtold
Greeters — Duke Harms and Ruth Luttrell
Lector - Art Lehmann

Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha
Fill & Wash — Terry & Judy Bachtold




St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Annual Meeting
February 11, 2024

The meeting was called to order by President Paula Crane at
11:14 am.

Pastor Dave Castner led in prayer.

Jerry Austman made a motion to accept the corrected
agenda (correction-adding Fairview Haven to financial
support list). Carolyn Riha 2". MC

Reports:

*A motion to accept the 2023 Annual Meeting minutes as
printed was made by Sandy Schrof, 2" by Jerry Austman.
MC.

*A motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report as printed was
made by Jeff Austman, 2™ by Brent Crane. MC.

*Jerry Austman made a motion to accept the remaining
agenda reports as printed, Jim Gerber 2™. MC.

Old Business: none

New Business:

A: Rich Stork made the motion to approve Lisa Heiser and
Brent Crane to the church council, 2" by Art Lehmann. MC
B: Brent Crane made the motion to approve Carolyn Riha
and Amber Maurer as synod delegates (June 6-8 in Decatur),
Jeff Austman 2™, MC.

C. Neal Harms made a motion to approve Dennis and Elsie
Evelsizer as Prairieview delegates, Jerry Austman 2", MC.



D: Ruth Luttrell made a motion to accept the remaining
committee chairs as printed, Hannah Austman 2", MC.

E: Jerry Austman made the motion to increase paid staff-
Pastor Dave $1500, church secretary $17 to $18, Church
organist $80 to $84, and cleaning from $25 to $26. 2" by Art
Lehmann. MC.

F: Jerry Austman made a motion to retain the same level of
support to the outreach programs-Madagasascar
Seminarians $1200 (from 2" Century), Prairieview and
Fairview Haven $1500 each (from local benevelance),
Steidinger Family in Amazon, Bachtold Family in Ireland, and
Hope Albania (Hall family) $2500 each (from the Vision
Fund). 2" by Brent Crane. MC.

G: Paul’s Place- Brochures and letters have been sent to
approximately 40 churches in the surrounding area.

Neal Harms thanked Paula Crane for her dedicated service
as our 2023 Church President.

Tom Kilgus made a motion to. Adjourn. Ed Harms 2. MC.
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.

Peg Austman, Secretary -




St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Council Minutes
February 11, 2024
Organizational Meeting

Members present were Neal Harms, Tom Kilgus, Jim Gerber.
Rich Stork, Gene Riha, Brent Crane, a_nd Peg Austman.
Pastor Dave was also present. Absent was Lisa Heiser.

The meeting was called to order by 2023 President Paula
Crane at 11:45.

A motion to elect Neal Harms as new Council President was
made by Peg Austman. 2" by Brent Crane, MC

President Neal Harms assumed his role as President.

No Secretary’s Report.
No Treasurer’s Report.
No Pastor’s Report.

No Committee Report,

A motion to elect Gene Riha as vice president, Brent Crane
as deacon, and Lisa Heiser as elder was made by T. Kilgus,
2" by J, Gerber. MC.

New Business:

*Devotional signup sheet was passed. Pastor Dave will do in
March.

*Council member update sheet was passed.



*Instatlation of new Church Council members will be
February 18, 2024.

*|t was agreed that we will continue to order palms and
flowers from Nature’s Design.

*Trustees were asked to check on the lighting of the shadow
hox located in the narthex. Also B. Crane volunteered to
contact Eppel’s to have them check out the cracks in our
parking lot. Decided not to use a lawn service.

Upcoming dates:

February 13- 5:30-7pm Fat Tuesday Supper

February 14-7 pm Ash Wednesday/communion Service
February 21, 28, March 6, 13, 20 at 6pm Lent/ Soup/service
March 10- church council meeting

March 24~ Palm Sunday

March 28- 7 pm Maundy Thursday communion service
March 29-7 pm Good Friday Worship

March 31- 8 am Easter Communion/Worship with breakfast
following. No Sunday School

Next Meeting March 10, 2024
Next month devotions: Pastor Dave

A motion was made by B. Crane, 2" by T. Kilgus. MC.
Adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.

Wé’j Qu,o?{%m) /‘Jﬁw&z
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church — 2024 Council Members
Email: stpaulforrestwemail.com  Phone: 815-657-8506
Pastor Dave Castner, Cell Phone: 970-290-1298, Email: grizl994(@yahoo.com

Neal Harms (2023 — 2026) President/Deacon (H) 815-832-4906 (C) 815-848-8586
nealharmsS4(@email.com

Gene Riha (2022-2025) VP/Trustee (C) 815-674-3637
generiha@mchsi.com

Peg Austman (2022-2025) Secretary (H) 815-657-8491 (C) 815-848-8492
ipaustman@mchsi.com

Tom Kilgus (2021-2026) Treasurer (C) 309-842-4590
tomkilgus@yahoo.com

Jim Gerber (2023 — 2026) Trustee (H) 815-657-8883 (C) 815-674-0020
jijugerber(@yahoo.com

Rich Stork (2022-2025) Elder (H) 815-835-5535 (C) 815-848-5537
Jamie.renee.stork(@gmail.com

Lisa Heiser (2024-2027) Elder (C) 815-419-7998
lisa.heiser7287@gmail.com

Brent Crane (2024-2027) Deacon (C) 815-674-8314
berane(@first-online.com

Prairieview Delegates: Dennis & Elsie Evelsizer (H) 815-269-2672

2024 Synod Delegates: Carolyn Riha and Amber Maurer
generiha@mchsi.com  (Carolyn Cell) 815-674-3336




Prayer Concerns

... for those in the Military, and their families and friends

Taegun Eimer, Luke Honegger

... for our Missionary Families
The Steidinger Family in Brazil, The Bachtold Family in Ireland,
The Hall Family for their continued work with Hope Albania

... for those recetving nursing home care, and their families and friends.
Elpaso Health Care Center, Elpaso. Jill Babbs

Serenity Villa, Fairbury: Diane Rieger

Prairieview Luther Place, Danforth: Dennis & Elsie Evelsizer
Accolade, Pontiac: Ann Hoke, Maxine Yoder

Holly Brook, Gibson City: Rowe & Corinne Blissard

Piper City Rehab & Living Center, Piper City: Rita Dunn

... for healing/health concerns, and strength for their families

Gary Babbs, Dee Cornish — suffered a stroke, Dieter Elbert, Michael Endres, Rachel Ford, Fred
Gerber, Judy Gray, Marge Haab, Duke Harms, Sr. — outpatient surgery, Kya Householter and
her family —2 year old taking chemo treatments, Darlene Lesile, Brooklyn Lesones and her
family, Kip McDowell, Pastor Dave’s brother-in-law Tyler -- pneumonia .... And all those who
need God’s healing touch.

Praer or the siclk —

May you be wrapped up in God’s love.
Found deep in His everlasting wings

Carried and kept, save and cherished.

May the hea[ing power of Christ

Breath across your being now.

Please help us keep our Prayer Concerns list up to date. If you know of someone who
should be added or removed from the above list, please let Pastor Dave or Bev know.

Welcome a new Child of God! . Dear Friends of St. Paul, |
Prayers for August Francis Bartel, Son of : | o _ :
Kiefer & Heather (Hoke) Bartel, who is £ i Thank you for thinking of me this |
being baptized Sunday, February 11 at & . Christmas. | really enjoyed the gift |
Bethel Lutheran Church, Rochester, MN. i I bag and the visit from Jim. |
Grandson of Ann Hoke and great nephew | :
of Jim & Judy Gerber. : : Maxine Yoder |

. T - T .
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Don’t forget to set all
of your clocks one
hour ahead!

Mowing Sign-up is out!

You can sign-up to mow as a

service to the church or pay

someone to mow.

- . (Recommended amount is $40

Card shower for Rita Dunn's per mowing) Mowing must be
80th birthday. done by Saturday afternoons.

Her birthday is March 9th.
Please send all cards to:

Mowers, if you are unsure of
where to mow, ask! If you
Rita Dunn signed up to mow and then
c/o Amy Cabbage
Box 553

Thank You! r /‘" Yy T
’[ LI
Kyle and Haley Myrick and the Habitat for Humanity of Livingston ' \ | ! 6 ];i 3 A '

County would like to thank you with all our hearts, big and small, for
helping our dreams become a reality.

Thank you for your donation in whatever form it was given. Whetherit ~ \What an awesome bunch
was given as time, talent, materials, monetary, or “sweat” we

appreciate each and every one of you. We are humbled by the support . 1

we have received. ; e el You SRS

show up and stay to the
end. Thank you so very
much. Proceeds for you

effort was $1,334.

Giod Bless from The Myricks

Kyle Haley Brynley Emersyn Hadley and Kora

ol oy My



HELP WANTED

| We need 8 people to read parts during our Palm Sunday
- Worship Service. If you would be willing to read, please |

| talk to Pastor Dave. .
= i an— & S B LR BB A e - —

- Order Easter Liles, Tulips, Daffodils or Hyacinths
:E': to decorate the altar for Easter! ’
Orders and payment are due Sunday, March 17th.
Sign-up sheet is on the table in the Narthex,

$ or you may call or email the church.

Lilies are $16 each. Tulips, Daffodils or Hyacinths are §14 each.
Please specify which plant you want to order.

Wednesday Night Lent Soup Supper and Worship
will be March 6, 13, and 20.
Supper will be at 6pm with Worship afterwards.

Please signup to bring soup or dessert or both. The Uwednegdays

signhup sheet is on the table in the narthex. in Lent

Everyone is Welcome!

3unda#, (/‘latc/t 24 - 10am ¢falm &mda# Woﬁﬁtp Betvice
d /r.atsda# Maxch 28 - Tpm d[au.n.c/g d /m’cbda# Communion &etvice
ortida#, /Mareh 29 - 7pm good o"'cidaé( Wotﬁﬁ{p $etvice
Gunday, ¢flarch 37 - 8am ofabtet Buntise §etvice
ofastet oBtea./cfut following Worship




FAMILY GAME NIGHT

February 18, 2024
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FAMILY

CHOCOLATE

APRIL

FLOWERS
FRIENDS

HOP

DECORATING

EASTER

BASKET
BOWS

EGG HUNT

EGGS

BUNNY
CANDY

SPRING







