St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Pastor Dave Castner

320 South Oak Street, PO Box 410
Forrest, IL 61741

Church: 815-657-8506

Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com

AUGUST 2024 EPISTLES

Website: www.forreststpaulslutheran.com

Worship 10:00 am

Find us on

Facebook @SPLutheran125

Pastor’s Hours:
By appointment - 970-290-1268
Email: griz1994@yahoo.com

Secretary’s Hours: Bev is working at
home. If you need anything, please email the
church or contact her at 815-848-4398.

Prayer Chain Contact:
Carolyn Riha —
Cell: 815-674-3336
Email: generiha@mchsi.com

Please have all

information for

the bulletin turned
into the office by
9am Wednesday
morning and
newsletter
information turned
into the office by

the 3 Sunday of
the month.

Please give the church office any address changes, new
phone numbers, new email addresses, etc ... so that we

can contact you when necessary.

mj fgh@ F&ﬂ*‘@@[ﬁ@m

September 2 — Labor Day

e September 9 — Forrest Food Pantry

e September 8 — Sunday School Resumes

e September 8 — 10am Church Time Resumes
e September 8 — God’s Work Our Hands Day

e September 8 — Church Council meeting after worship

e September 15— Newsletter Info Due

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Council Meeting
August 11, 2024

Devotions: Tom Kilgus

to Our Church



S

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I was looking out my window this morning, watching the corn
growing and the breeze through the trees, thinking how beautiful
life is. This led me to think about some of my favorite things in
life; the smell of a fresh cut alfalfa field after a summer rain, the
smell of a lilac bush, and the smell of leather when walking into a
boot and saddle shop. As Julie Andrews sang in The Sound of
Music, “these are a few of my favorite things.”

My mom would routinely say, “If you can’t say something nice,
then don’t say anything at all.” There is a lot of wisdom in that
saying because it makes you stop and consider what you are
saying and how you’re saying it. It does not mean you lose your
voice; you just speak in a more kind and considerate manner.
1Peter 3:4 says of beauty, “...it should be that of your inner self,
the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great
worth in God’s sight.”

The world is a beautiful place full of beautiful people. It can get
hard at times to remember that or become overwhelmed with the
negativity we see sensationalized on the news, but do not forget
that the vast majority of people are good and kind people who are
just as frustrated as you. It's the beauty of your inner self, the
unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit that people need to
see to remind them of their great worth in yours and God’s eye.
Maybe Mom knew what she was talking about.

Have a beautiful day,
Pastor Dave



St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Council Minutes
July 14, 2024

Members present were Neal Harms, Jim Gerber, Tom Kilgus,
Gene Riha, Rich Stork, Brent Crane, Lisa Heiser, and Peg
Austman. Pastor Dave was also present.

Meeting Called to order by N. Harms at 11:30.

Devotion given by G. Riha.

Secretary’s Report: B. Crane made a motion to accept as
printed. R. Stork 2", MC

Treasurer’s Report: P, Austman made a motion to accept as
printed. L. Heiser 2", MC

Pastor’s Report: Nine visits have been made. Thankyou to
Lisa/Sandy and Jim for filling in while on vacation.
Discussed the Taking Faith Home bulletin insert. It was
decided to do a 6 mo trial at a cost of $32.95 and evaluate

after that time.

Committee Report:

Evangelism-Met June 18. We discussed a combined
(Lutheran-Methodist) outdoor worship service with special
music in mid to late August. Pastor Terri Haas from the
Methodist Churches and Pastor Dave will work out the



service details and Peg will check on the meal, time etc.
Details will be in the bulletin/newsletter.

OLD BUSINESS

A: Shrubs around the church were trimmed 7-6 by 10
volunteers. The front steps of parsonage have been power
washed by P. Harms. G. Riha and J. Gerber will see about
getting the doors/threshholds of parsonage garage
checked/repaired before guests arrive in August.

B: Dennis and Elsie Evelsizer will continue to be our
Prairieview Lutheran Home Delegates and will update us on

changes.

NEW BUSINESS:

Reviewed/edited Policies 1)Building/equipment, 2)Funeral
and 3)Wedding Charges. L. Heiser made a motion to
approve the edits. T. Kilgus 2", MC. It was decided to have
Beverly type the changes and we will make the final

review/approval at the next meeting.

Upcoming dates:
July 21-New members class after church
August 18-Joint outdoor worship service with the Methodists

September 8-God’s Work Our Hands

Next Meeting : August 11, 2024
Next month devotions: T. Kilgus

Motion to adjourn was made by L. Heiser. 2" by G. Riha. MC

Fog Quotran, deentirg
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August Worship Assistants Rugust

1 McKynlee Stork
August 4, 2024 — Communion L BaylanSiafic
Deacon- Brent Crane 2 Jeff Austman
Usher - Brent Crane and Paul Harms 2 Taegun Eimer
Greeters — Jerry & Peg Austman 2 Neal Harms
Lector - Sandy Schrof 3 Samantha Stork
golllnmulil.ion éssist;n(t:— (ljaroflgil Riha 5  Josh Maubach

ellowship — Gene arolyn Riha )

Fill & Wash — Sandy Schrof . Staryley SRR SIhL

8 Collier Palmore
August 11, 2024 8 Caleb Zeedyk
Deacon- Brent Crane 9 Randy Doran
Usher - Brent Crane and Art Lehmann 10 Sandy Crane
Greeters — Art & Jana Lehmann 12 Susan Strong

Lector — Art Lehmann
Fellowship — Jerry & Peg Austman

13 Tom Bounds
13 Bethel Harms

August 18, 2024 — Communion 13 Gene Riha

Deacon- Brent Crane 14 Joyce Koehler
Usher - Brent Crane and Terry Bachtold 16 Jeanette Douglass
Greeters —.Bob & Deb Sanders i€ Samvariha Eaithanls
Lector - Lisa Heiser 17 Richard Hoovar

Communion Assistant — Lisa Heiser
Fellowship — Tom & Pam Kilgus

20 Lydia Kilgus

Fill & Wash — Sandy Schrof 20 Ronald Steidinger
26 Kendra Cabbage
August 25, 2024 26 Abigail Wright
Deacon- Brent Crane 26 Aaron Stutzman
Usher - Brent Crane and Jerry Austman 28  Kenzie Burke

Greeters — Terry & Judy Bachtold
Lector — Judy Bachtold

Fellowship — LYO 30 Paula Crane
30 Carolyn Riha

31 Judy Van Note

cIJAPPY (
ANNIVERSAR

August &
5 Sam & Jeanette Douglass
9 Neal & Norma Harms
17 Jerry & Peg Austman
20 Rowe & Corinne Blissard

22 Dieter & Rachael Elbert
26 Tom & Joan Glendenning

30 Timorie Castner




PRAYER CONCERNS

For those in the Military, and their families and friends --

Luke Honegger

For our Missionary Families --

The Steidinger Family in Brazil, The Bachtold Family in Ireland,
The Hall Family for their continued work with Hope Albania

For those receiving nursing home care, and their families and friends --

Elpaso Health Care Center, Elpaso: Jill Babbs

Serenity Villa, Fairbury: Diane Rieger, Ed & Thelma Harms
Prairieview Luther Place, Danforth: Dennis & Elsie Evelsizer

Accolade, Pontiac: Ann Hoke, Maxine Yoder

Holly Brook, Gibson City: Rowe & Corinne Blissard
Piper City Rehab & Living Center, Piper City: Rita Dunn

For healing/health concerns, and strength for their families --

Dieter Elbert — health issues, Beth Maier — pancreatic cancer, Jim Markley, Sr. — heart attack,
Clarence Stadel — had a stroke, Suellen Starks — complications with COPD, Teresa Strahm’s
Friend who is an abusive relationship .... And all those who need God'’s healing touch.

Please help us keep our Prayer Concerns list up to date. If you know of someone who should

be added or removed from the above list, please let Pastor Dave or Bev know.

7D

Mowing Sign-up is out!

You can sign-up to mow as a service to the church or pay
someone to mow. (Recommended amount is $40 per

mowing) Mowing must be done by Saturday afternoons.
Mowers, if you are unsure of where to mow, ask!

If you signed up to mow and then cannot mow, please
ask someone else to mow for you.

Gill the Power chart!
Celebrate your special occasion

or remember someone you love
with an altar decoration.

The Food Pantry needs grocery
bags, plastic bags and egg cartons.

Please put them in the green totes
in the Parish Hall.



Please give your
NEW and RETURNING college students
hame and address to the church office.
We want to make sure that your student
receives the monthly newsletters. Everyone
enjoys receiving something in their mailbox!
I£ your student is ho |ohger ih Ccollege, please
update their address with the church office.

Pontiac Helping Hands Resale Shop will donate 40% of their
profits to Forrest Food Pantry August 13-17. Please Shop and é

Donate during that week. Hours 10-5, Tuesday — Saturday.

Address: 101 E. Madison St. Pontiac. Ss

Support! /\',,a‘-" ;J]

is the day that we celebrate who we are as the

\*. God’s Work Our Hands is Sunday September 8. This

Evangelical Lutheran Church. God works through us and

the Forrest Food Pantry and package items for our

65 " our hands as we help others. Once again, we will help at

Shoebox Project. Let Peg know if you know of another

O
O\)\ project that needs help.

It's Shoebox Collection Time! Our goal is 70 boxes again
this year. In August, we will be focusing on school

supplies. Items needed are notebooks, crayons, pencil
sharpeners, pencils, erasers, glue sticks, scissors, and solar
calculators. (Looking ahead to fall, we will move on to
collecting personal care items such as combs, hair elastics,
wash clothes.) If you would like to donate items but do not
want to shop, please contact Sandy Schrof, Lisa Heiser, or

P Peg Austman to do you shopping for you. We thank you for

your participation in this project!
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FOOD BAN

Midwest Food Bank work evening was June 26 with 27 on our work team. Our task was to
package Frosted Flakes and Cheez-its. Our team was very efficient, and we completed our 2-hour
job in 1 hour and 20 minutes! (And we had a good time!) Thank You to our willing workers.

A big THANK YOU to the people who helped trim shrubs at the church on July
6. Thank you to Cal Strahm for providing donuts!

Dear Church Family, we would like +o Hhank our
Thank you so much for all your cards, church family and friends
thoughts, and prayers during Dieter’s for all +he nice birthday and

hospitalization, and for helping to

prepare out home for his return! You anniversary cards we

continued support has been such a received. We really did
blessing to our family during this appreciate them.
difficult time. Many thanks!! £d & Thelma Harms

Dieter, Rachael, Becca & Katie
P.S. The new basement wall enclosure
looks great!!
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THE PAVILION

Combined Worship Service with
Chatsworth, Fairbury, and Forrest Lutheran Churches

~Date: Sunday, August 25, 2024

Time: 10 am with Lunch to follow

Place: Forrest Hampsher Hotel Pavilion
East Krack Street
Forrest, IL 61741
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Pork loin Sandwiches, Hotdogs, Drinks
and Table service will be provided.
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*Please bring a covered dish or
dessert to share.

*Please bring your lawn chair.
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YOU ARE INVITED
TO NOT ATTEND
THE 22.3rd ANNUAL
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY’S

NO SHOW GALA
on
NO PARTICULAR DATE
at
NO PARTICULAR PLACE

YOUR DONATION INCLUDES:

THE OPPORTUNITY TO HELP THE MYRICK FAMILY
WHO HAS PARTNERED WITH LIVINGSTON COUNTY HFH
TO BUILD THEIR FOREVER HOME IN FLANAGAN, IL
IS $25 PER PERSON
(OR WHAT YOU ARE MOVED TO CONTRIBUTE
FOR NOT DOING ANYTHING).

SEND YOUR NO SHOW DONATION TO
LIVINGSTON COUNTY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
BOX 355
PONTIAC, IL 61764
We now accept PayPal:livcohabitat4humanity@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook

Livingston County HFH is a 501(c¢)3 charitable organization
and therefore your donation is tax deductible.

YOU NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN
NO DOOR PRIZES
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