St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Pastor Dave Castner

320 South Oak Street, PO Box 410
Forrest, IL 61741

Church: 815-657-8506

Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com

SEPTEMBER 2024 EPISTLES

Website: www.forreststpaulslutheran.com

Sunday School 9:00 am
Worship 10:00 am

Find us on

Facebook @SPLutheran125
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Pastor’s Hours:
By appointment - 1-970-290-1268
Email: griz1994@yahoo.com

Secretary’s Hours: Bev is working at
home. If you need anything, please email the
church or contact her at 815-848-4398.

Prayer Chain Contact:
Carolyn Riha —
Cell: 815-674-3336
Email: generiha@mchsi.com

Please have all
information for the
bulletin turned into
the office by 9am
Wednesday morning
and newsletter
information turned
into the office by
9am on the 3d
Sunday of the
month.

Please give the church office any address changes, new
phone numbers, new email addresses, etc ... so that we can

contact you when necessary.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Council Meeting
September 15, 2024
Devotions: Brent Crane

-----------------------------------------------------------------

the Future...

e OQOctober 12 — Forrest Food Pantry
e October 13 — Clergy Appreciation Day

e QOctober 14 — Columbus Day

e QOctober 20 — Newsletter Info Due
e October 27 — Reformation Sunday

e QOctober 31 -- Halloween

to Our Church
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

There is so much more to scripture than most of us realize. Because we cannot
hear the voice inflections from the written word, we can miss the passion, energy,

and lots of humor.

Growing up | always heard scripture in a serious tone both from the pastor as well
as the voice in my head when | read it for myself. This is especially true if we are
Fundamentalists, or, take every word of the Bible literally.

A couple of weeks ago | preached a message from 1 Kings about the prophet Elijah
and his run-in with Jezebel over him killing her pagan priests of Baal. To prove
who worshiped the true God, Elijah had two bulls brought out and allowed the
pagan priests of Jezebel to choose one.

In short, the Baal priests sacrificed a bull, cut it up, and placed it on an altar of
wood. They then started praying and chanting to their god all day, but nothing
happened.

Elijah sat back and watched, even mocking them after a couple of hours saying,
“Cry aloud! Surely, he is a god; either he is meditating, or he has wandered away,
or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.” Envision
that in your head; his sarcasm is hilarious!



Then there is an incident when Elisha, in 2 Kings 2, encountered some small boys
who “came out of the city and jeered at him, saying, ‘Go away, baldhead! Go
away, baldhead!” When he turned around and saw them, he cursed them in the
name of the Lord. Then two she-bears came out of the woods and mauled forty-
two of the boys.” Anyone who has been made fun of appreciates the instant
karma of this story.

In John 9:13-34 the man whom Jesus cured of blindness is very sarcastic with the
Pharisees who are questioning him, and he does not tolerate their foolishness.

In Mark 3:1-17, Jesus shows his great sense of humor by kiddingly referring to his
disciples James and John as the “sons of thunder” because of their loudmouth
rantings, for wanting Jesus to rain down fire on a town who refused to welcome
him. | can see and hear Jesus laughingly telling them, “woah there boys, let’s take
it down a notch.”

| encourage you to read the Bible with an ear for the energy, passion, and humor
to be found there. These people did not speak in a monotone voice any more than
you or I. When we listen for their voice inflections, the words and people leap off
the page and into our hearts.

Blessings,
Pastor Dave



St. Paut’s Lutheran Church Council Minutes
August 11, 2024

Members present were Neal Harms, Jim Gerber, Tom Kilgus,
Gene Riha, Rich Stork, Lisa Heiser, and Peg Austman.
Absent was Brent Crane. Pastor Dave was also present.

Meeting called to order by N. Harms President at 11:25 am.

Devotion by T. Kilgus.

Secretary’s Report: G. Riha made a. motion to accept as
printed. T. Kilgus 2", MC

Treasurer’s Report: L. Heiser made a motion to accept as
printed. J. Gerber 2", MC

Pastor’s Report: Three visits have been made. New member
class had 8 attending with 5 new members joining. Pastor is
working with the Evangelism Committee planning the
outdoor service on 8/25. It will be a joint worship service
with the Chatsworth and Fairbury Lutherans invited. Taking
Faith Home has been added to the weekly bulletin for a
guide for daily devotions.

Committee Reports:

*Evangelism: Praise at the Pavilion on 8/25: asking Council
and Evangelism to come early (8:30) to wash off picnic



tables and do any needed set up. Our church will provide
the pork loins, hot dogs, buns, condiments, drinks, and table
service. P Austman will get the groceries and supplies with
Jeff/lerry cooking pork loins/hot dogs.

*Christian Education: Julie Harms will continue to work with
Sue Strong to make Sunday School available when needed.
Julie has offered to work with Pastor on Catechism classes
as needed. Pastor will contact her about this.

Old Business:
* |, Heiser made a motion to approve the updated policies

(building/equipment use, funeral, wedding/reception) as
printed. G. Riha 2", MC

*Updated lighting in the altar area has been completed.

New Business:
*Cracks in the parking lot are scheduled to be fixed this

week.

*Beverly has printed a list of members that needs updating.
N. Harms will talk with her on how to proceed with this,

Upcoming dates:
*August 25-Praise at the Pavilion with Chatsworth and

Fairbury Lutheran invited
* September 6 and 7 Prairieview Fall Festival



*September 8 Sunday School resumes/God’s Work Our
hands

Next Meeting: September 15, 2024
Devotions: Brent Crane

L. Heiser made a motion to adjourn. R. Stork 2. MC

Meeting adjourned at 12;15 with the Lord’s Prayer.
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September Worship Assistants

September 1, 2024 — Communion
Deacon- Neal Harms

Usher - Neal Harms and Randy Doran
Greeters — Randy & Jean Doran
Lector - Josie Harms

Communion Assistant — Lisa Heiser
Fellowship — Art & Jana LLehmann
Fill & Wash — Sandy Schrof

September 8, 2024
Deacon - Neal Harms
Usher — Neal Harms and Paul Harms

Greeters — Cal & Teresa Strahm g 18
Lector — Gabby Zeedyk ’# 55

Fellowship — Terry & Judy Bachtold

September 15, 2024 — Communion
Deacon- Neal Harms

Usher - Neal Harms and Art Lehmann
Greeters — Duke Harms & Donna Stehle
Lector - Sandy Schrof

Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha
Fellowship — Patrick & Julie Harms

Fill & Wash — Sandy Schrof

September 22, 2024

Deacon - Neal Harms

Usher — Neal Harms and Terry Bachtold
Greeters — Gene & Carolyn Riha
Lector — Art Lehmann

Fellowship — LYO

September 29, 2024 — Communion

Deacon- Neal Harms

Usher - Neal Harms and Jerry Austman 2
Greeters — Jerry & Peg Austman 9
Lector - Lisa Heiser 12
Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha 21
Fellowship — Brent & Paula Crane 93
Fill & Wash — Sandy Schrof 26
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HAPPY

BIRTHDAY

September /

Terry Bachtold .
Alayna Shafer
Tyler Wenger
Monica Markley
Lisa Heiser

Mark Harms
Greg Knauer

Bob Sanders
Hayley Kintner
Jodi Beyers

Tom Kilgus
Sandra Schrof
Jake Fellers

Tom Glendenning
Dan Mullen
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September
Rich & Jamie Stork

Jim & Judy Gerber
Gene & Carolyn Riha
Dustin & Kenadee Stork
Randy & Jean Doran
Tom & Jane Bounds




PRAYER CONCERNS

For those in the Military, and their families and friends --
Luke Honegger

For our Missionary Families --
The Steidinger Family in Brazil, The Bachtold Family in Ireland,
The Hall Family for their continued work with Hope Albania

For those receiving nursing home care, and their families and friends --
Elpaso Health Care Center, Elpaso. Jill Babbs

Serenity Villa, Fairbury: Diane Rieger, Ed & Thelma Harms
Prairieview Luther Place, Danforth: Dennis & Elsie Evelsizer
Accolade, Pontiac: Ann Hoke, Maxine Yoder

Holly Brook, Gibson City: Rowe & Corinne Blissard

Piper City Rehab & Living Center, Piper City: Rita Dunn

For healing/health concerns, and strength for their families --

Dieter Elbert — health issues, Beth Maier — pancreatic cancer, Jim Markley, Sr. — Hospice care at
Prairieview Nursing Home, Clarence Stadel — had a stroke, Suellen Starks — complications with
COPD, Teresa Strahm’s Friend who is an abusive relationship, Judy Van Note — had a heart
procedure done .... And all those who need God'’s healing touch.

Please help us keep our Prayer Concerns list up to date. If you know of someone who should
be added or removed from the above list, please let Pastor Dave or Bev know.

CE7r DO

&.ﬁmdm k] The Food Pantry needs grocery

bags, plastic bags and egg cartons.
Please put them in the green totes
in the Parish Hall.

Celebrate your special occasion
or remember someone you love
with an altar decoration.

Mowing Sign-up is out! £ g
lb

You can sign-up to mow as a service to the

church or pay someone to mow. __;\_‘—"

(Recommended amount is $40 per mowing)

Mowing must be done by Saturday
afternoons. Mowers, if you are unsure of
where to mow, ask! If you signed up to mow
and then cannot mow, please ask someone
else to mow for you.

Ramp — There is a portable 8-foot
ramp available to borrow. It is located
in the furnace room. Call Jerry (815-
848-8491) with questions.




ain UsFor.
God's work.
Qur hanads.

God’s Work Our Hands is Sunday September
8. This is the day the Evangelical Lutheran
Church (ELCA) works together by completing
service projects for others. Projects planned are
helping at the Food Pantry and readying items for
\ our Shoebox Program. There is a task for anyone
| who is willing to help! Please wear your yellow

' t-shirt if you have one.

Shoebox Project! We have collected enough donations to
pay for the postage needed to ship our 70 boxes ($10 per box)!
THANK YQOUI!! In September we are collecting personal care
items such as combs, small hairbrushes, hair items (ties,
barrettes), bar soap, soap boxes, washcloths (preferably not
whitel!), etc.... In October we will finish with any
miscellaneous items needed such as small toys, etc.... If you
are unable to shop but would like to contribute, contact Lisa
Heiser, Sandy Schrof or Peg Austman.




WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

| am updating the Worship Assistants Lists. If you would like to serve as a Greeter, Usher,
Communion Assistant, Lector or serve Fellowship for worship services please sign the sign-
up sheet of your choice in the Narthex or email the church office. If you would like to be
taken off one or more of the lists, please cross your name off or email the church office. |
have put the list of people that | currently have below. The new changes will take effect
after the first of the new year. Thank You for helping with the worship services. The church

email address is: stpaulforrest@gmail.com.

Greeters

Gene & Carolyn Riha

Jerry & Peg Austman

Art & Jana Lehmann

Bob & Deb Sanders

Terry & Judy Bachtold
Randy & Jean Doran

Todd Scheel & Sheila Davies
Cal & Teresa Strahm (May — Sept.)
Duke Harms

Donna Stehle

Monica Markley

Lectors Ushers

Sandy Schrof Paul Harms
Gabby Zeedyk Art Lehmann
Art Lehmann Terry Bachtold

Lisa Heiser

Judy Bachtold
Josie Harms
Sheila Davies

Jerry Austman
Brent Crane
Neal Harms
Randy Doran
Todd Scheel

Fellowship
Gene & Carolyn Riha

Jerry & Peg Austman

Tom & Pam Kilgus

Art & Jana Lehmann

Terry & Judy Bachtold

Patrick & Julie Harms

Brent & Paula Crane

Todd Scheel & Sheila Davies
Monica Markley

Cal & Teresa Strahm (May — Sept.)
LYO (4" Sunday)
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Communion Assistant
Carolyn Riha

Sandy Schrof

Lisa Heiser
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Please give your
NEW and RETURNING college students
hame anhd address to the church office.
We want to make sure that your student
receives the monthly newsletters. Everyone
enjoys receiving something in their mailbox!
T your student is ho |ohger in college, please
update their address with the church office.

The July and
August
Anniversary
group celebrated
at Baxter’s in
Bloomington.

Those attending were:
Tom & Pam Kilgus
Jerry & Peg Austman
Sam & Jeanette Douglass
Neal & Norma Harms
Art & Jana Lehmann

Pastor & Timorie Castner
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A NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY will be printed in 2025, Please submit the
following information to the church office even if you know the church has
your information. Thank you for your help to keep this information current.

CHURCH DIRETORY INFORMATION

NAME

ADDRESS

HOME PHONE #

CELL PHONE #

EMAIL ADDRESS

BIRTHDAY

ANNIVERSARY

Mail or email completed form back to the church or leave on the secretary's desk -
PO Box 410, Forrest, IL 61741 or stpaulforrest@gmail.com
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