St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Pastor Dave Castner

320 South Oak Street, PO Box 410
Forrest, IL 61741

Church: 815-657-8506

Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com

OCTOBER 2024 EPISTLES

Website: www.forreststpaulslutheran.com

Sunday School 9:00 am
Worship 10:00 am

Find us on

Facebook @SPLutheran125

Pastor’s Hours:
By appointment - 970-290-1268
Email: griz1994@yahoo.com

Secretary’s Hours: please email the
church or call Bev at 815-848-4398,

Prayer Chain Contact:
Carolyn Riha -
Cell: 815-674-3336
Email: generiha@mchsi.com

Please have all
information for

the bulletin turned
into the office by
9am Wednesday
morning and
newsletter
information turned
into the office by
9am on the 314
Monday of the
month.

Please give the church office any address changes, new

phone numbers, new email addresses, etc ...

can contact you when necessary.

so that we

In the Future...
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e November 3 — Daylight Savings Time Ends

e November 3 — All Saints Day

November 10 — Church Council meeting after church

November 9 — Forrest Food Pantry
November 11 — Veterans Day
November 17 — Newsletter Info Due
November 24 — Hanging of the Greens
November 28 — Thanksgiving Day

------------------------------------------------------------------

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Council Meeting
October 13, 2024

Devotions: Lisa Heiser
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to Our Church
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

| want to take a moment to say how excited | am about our church. |
hope you are just as excited about what is happening. We have two
confirmation students starting, we are baptizing Duncan Allen on the
22" we are welcoming five new members on the 29%, and there are
plans in the works for another game night on the evening of the 29'™. The
Sunday morning bible study has started up again with good attendance
and the weekly women’s bible study continues. We had a great “Worship
in the Park” with three churches, a large attendance, and the best pork
loin | have ever eaten. There is just so much to be excited about!

| certainly do not deserve the credit, nor does any one person, but there
have been many hands working hard to make all this happen, most of all,
God. You see when we make God’s agenda, our agenda, he will bless it.
Psalm 90:17 says: “Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us and
establish the work of our hands upon us; yes, establish the work of our
hands!” then Deuteronomy 28:12 also says: “The LORD will open the
heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on your land in
season and to bless all the work of your hands.”

It can be difficult at times to discern what we are being called to do in
life, but we do know we are to love God, love our neighbor, and profess
Christ crucified. Unfortunately, there is no retirement age for a Christian
and it can be a lot of work, but as I look at our church and the blessings
we are receiving, we are on the right track.

Blessings,
Pastor Dave



St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Minutes
September 15, 2024

Members present were Neal Harms, Jim Gerber, Tom Kilgus,
Gene Riha, Rich Stork, and Peg Austman. Absent were Lisa
Heiser and Brent Crane Pastor Dave was also present.

Meeting called to order by President N. Harms at 11:25 am.

Devotion by N. Harms.

Secretary’s Report: T. Kilgus made a motion to accept as
printed. J. Gerber 2™, MC

Treasurer’s Report: R. Stork made a motion to accept as
printed. G. Riha 2™, MC

Pastor’s Report: Three visits were made. Outdoor joint
service with Chatsworth/Fairbury Lutherans went very well
with over 100 persons attending. Baptism counseling done.
Finished new member class. Fall Theological Conference is
scheduled for September 30-October 2. Requests vacation
days of October 11-14. Request granted with J.Gerber to fill
pastoral duties on October 13.

Committee Reports:

Evangelism-God’s Work Our Hands was September 8.
Projects were helping at the Food Pantry, yard clean up at
the parsonage, and readying items for Shoebox



No other committee reports.
Old Business: None

New Business:

A: Determined that Hanging of the Greens will be November
24 and the advent dinner will be December 1.

B: There will be a Christmas eve service but no Christmas
Day service.

C: Church Landscape discussed as we have a a large
evergreen in the front of the church with bag worms. It was
determined that we will check more options so that work
can be done in the next year.

D: Parking Lot-cracks have been filled. Discussed our
parking lot lights that are causing a problem for the neighbor.
It was felt that the lights were needed for security/safety.
Gene will check on the possibility of adding a deftector.

E: The automatic opener (inside one) at the church entry is
not working. G. Riha has contacted Hasty Locksmith and he

will check on it.
Upcoming dates:
September 22-Baptism of Duncan Michael Allen

September 29-Receive new members during church
October 13-Pastor Appreciation Day

Next Meeting October 13, 2024 with L. Heiser devotions.

T. Kilgus madé a motion to adjourn. J. Gerber 2". MC



Meeting adjourned at 12:05 pm with the Lord’s Prayer.
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October Worship Assistants

October 6, 2024 — Communion
Deacon- Brent Crane

Usher - Brent Crane and Randy Doran
Greeters — Art & Jana Lehmann
Lector - Judy Bachtold October
Communion Assistant — Sandy Schrof s
Fellowship — Gene & Carolyn Riha 2 Warg Haak
Fill & Wash — Jana Lehmann

6 Maureen Stork
14 Suellen Starks

October 13, 2024 17 Sarah Gassaway
Deacon- Brent Crane 20 Alan Stutzman
Usher - Brent Crane and Paul Harms 23 Savannah Ropp
Greeters — Bob & Deb Sanders oA TiatalieAustan

Lector — Josie Harms

Fellowship — Jerry & Peg Austman 24 Deb Sanders

25 Sandy Ropp
October 20, 2024 — Communion 28 Easton Tremel
Deacon- Brent Crane

Usher - Brent Crane and Art Lehmann

Greeters — Randy & Jean Doran
Lector - Gabby Zeedyk

Communion Assistant — Sandy Schrof T
Fellowship — Tom & Pam Kilgus (-i\If\P PY @{)

Fill & Wash — Jana Lehmann ANN IVER
October 27, 2024
Deacon- Brent Crane October
Usher - Brent Crane and Terry Bachtold 2 Calvin & Teresa Strahm
Greeters — Duke Harms & Donna Stehle 4 Pastor Dave & Timorie Castner
ﬁm‘_—ﬁsandg sgm'of 7 Michael & Becky Eimer

q -

£oonsalp 21 Alan & Meredith Stutzman




PRAYER CONCERNS

For those in the Military, and their families and friends --
Luke Honegger

For our Missionary Families --
The Steidinger Family in Brazil, The Bachtold Family in Ireland,
The Hall Family for their continued work with Hope Albania

For those receiving nursing home care, and their families and friends --
Elpaso Health Care Center, Elpaso: Jill Babbs

Serenity Villa, Fairbury: Diane Rieger, Ed & Thelma Harms
Prairieview Luther Place, Danforth: Dennis & Elsie Evelsizer
Accolade, Pontiac: Ann Hoke, Maxine Yoder

Holly Brook, Gibson City: Rowe & Corinne Blissard

Piper City Rehab & Living Center, Piper City: Rita Dunn

For healing/health concerns, and strength for their families --

Baby Bazzell — in NICU, Shelley Devore — surgery, Dieter Elbert — health issues, Beth Maier —
pancreatic cancer, Harrison (Sue Strong’s grandson) — knee surgery, Stephanie Livesay — surgery,
Jim Markley, Sr. — Hospice care at Prairieview Nursing Home, Leonard Roth — pacemaker
surgery, Suellen Starks — complications with COPD, Teresa Strahm’s Friend who is an abusive
relationship, Judy Van Note — had a heart procedure done . ... And all those who need God'’s

healing touch.

For those who are grieving —
The family of Bailey Beyers

Please help us keep our Prayer Concerns list up to date. If you know of someone who
should be added or removed from the above list, please let Pastor Dave or Bev know.

CE27 DO

Fill the Uower fartl The Food Pantry needs grocery

Celebrate your special occasion bags, plastic bags and egg cartons.

or remember someone you love Please put them in the green totes
with an altar decoration. in the Parish Hall.

Ramp — There is a portable 8-foot
ramp available to borrow. It is in the
furnace room. Call Jerry (815-848-
8491) with questions.




God’s Blessings upon Harper Allen who received her Prayer
Pillow during worship September 22.

God’s Blessings upon Duncan Micheal Allen who was baptized
during worship on September 22. Duncan is the son of Dustin &
Kenadee Allen, grandson of Rich & Jamie Stork, Crystal Allen and
Chad & Martha Allen, and great grand-son of James & Suellen
Starks, and Karen Margherio. Duncan’s Sponsors are McKynlee
Stork, Raylan Stork, and Jessica & Jason Wenger.

Congratulations and God’s Blessings upon Cal Strahm, Todd,
Scheel, Sheila Davies, Monica Markley and Gabby Zeedyk who
became new members September 29. Welcome to our church

family.

God’s Work Our Hands was Sunday September 8.

Following our worship service (and a quick donut!) willing hands helped at the
Food Pantry, getting items ready for Shoebox packing, and cleaning up the
parsonage yard. GWOH is the day that the Evangelical Lutheran Church
(ELCA) works together by completing service projects for others. Thanks for
your willing hands!!!

OPERATION SHOEBOX -- Tentative plans
are to pack shoeboxes November 10. We
are in the process of taking inventory of our

donated items and using donations to
purchase additional items as needed. Thanks
to all of you for your support of this program!




WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

| am updating the Worship Assistants Lists. If you would like to serve as a Greeter, Usher,
Communion Assistant, Lector or serve Fellowship for worship services please sign the sign-
up sheet of your choice in the Narthex or email the church office. If you would like to be
taken off one or more of the lists, please cross your name off or email the church office. |
have put the list of people that | currently have below. The new changes will take effect
after the first of the new year. Thank You for helping with the worship services. The church

email address is: stpaulforrest@gmail.com.

Greeters

Gene & Carolyn Riha

Jerry & Peg Austman

Art & Jana Lehmann

Bob & Deb Sanders

Terry & Judy Bachtold
Randy & Jean Doran

Todd Scheel & Sheila Davies
Cal & Teresa Strahm (May — Sept.)
Duke Harms

Donna Stehle

Monica Markley

Fellowship
Gene & Carolyn Riha

Jerry & Peg Austman

Tom & Pam Kilgus

Art & Jana Lehmann

Terry & Judy Bachtold

Patrick & Julie Harms

Brent & Paula Crane

Todd Scheel & Sheila Davies
Monica Markley

Cal & Teresa Strahm (May — Sept.)
LYO (4" Sunday)

Lectors

Sandy Schrof
Gabby Zeedyk
Art Lehmann
Lisa Heiser
Judy Bachtold
Josie Harms
Sheila Davies

Ushers

Paul Harms
Art Lehmann
Terry Bachtold
Jerry Austman
Brent Crane
Neal Harms
Randy Doran
Todd Scheel

Communion Assistant
Carolyn Riha

Sandy Schrof

Lisa Heiser

.; I.

Jrg
e

NS ‘\

7 tialemm LN
. "‘3 W AW ,’X\$\§§f5j4 TEAYNS
AT RN 'f.fz.' N\ 7/ T AR\ N

C7
"":if'ﬂ e S y
Sz Many hands SN
K =
S make ﬁgﬁt work | = -
Q_‘;:‘-‘\ g J I-.:‘:_.’("’f
AR N YR TN



A NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY will be printed in 2025. Please submit the
following information to the church office even if you know the church has
your information. Thank you for your help fo keep this information current.

CHURCH DIRETORY INFORMATION

NAME

ADDRESS

HOME PHONE #

CELL PHONE #

EMAIL ADDRESS

BIRTHDAY

ANNIVERSARY

Mail or email completed form back to the church or leave on the secretary’s desk -
PO Box 410, Forrest, IL 61741 or stpaulforrest@gmail.com
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