St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Pastor Dave Castner

320 South Oak Street, PO Box 410
Forrest, IL 61741

Church: 815-657-8506

Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com

NOVEMBER 2024 EPISTLES

Website: www.forreststpaulslutheran.com

Sunday School 9:00 am
Worship 10:00 am

Find us on

Facebook @SPLutheran125

Pastor’s Hours:
By appointment - 970-290-1268
Email: griz1994@yahoo.com

Secretary’s Hours: Bev is working at

home. If you need anything, please email the
church or contact her at 815-848-4398.

Prayer Chain Contact:
Carolyn Riha —
Cell: 815-674-3336
Email: generiha@mchsi.com

Please have all
information for
the bulletin turned
into the office by
9am Wednesday
morning and
newsletter
information turned
into the office by
9am on the 34
Sunday of the
month.

Please give the church office any address changes, new
phone numbers, new email addresses, etc ... so that we

can contact you when necessary.

In the Future..

e December 1 - Advent Dinner

e December 2 — Salvation Army Bell Ringing at Dave’s

e December 4, 11, 28 — 6pm Soup Supper and Advent Service

e December 8 — Church Council meeting after church
e December 14 — Forrest Food Pantry

e December 15 — Cookie & Candy Exchange/Newsletter Info Due

e December 22 — Wear your ugly Christmas Sweater to church

e December 24 — 7pm Christmas Eve Candlelight/Communion Service
e December 31— New Years Eve

------------------------------------------------------------------

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Council Meeting
November 10, 2024
Devotions: Peg Austman

to Qur Church



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

| do not know why but | seem to continually find myself in conversations with strangers about matters
of faith. Often, it is with someone who has struggles with their faith. Timorie thinks it is because |
have an approachable demeanor, and | am easy to talk to. | don’t know, but | happened to be talking
with a fella the other day and he said he needs to read his bible because “it has all the answers.”

He is not the first person | have heard say that. | think some people have a misconception about the
Bible. It is not a crystal bail that will tell you everything you wish to know. It has answers, but not all
the answers.

I explained that if the Bible contained all the answers, it would be bigger than an encyclopedia set.
Instead, thet bible is intended to tell us about the love of God and Jesus and give us tools to live in an
imperfect and sinful world. The best example is Matthew 22:36-40 when Jesus is asked, “Teacher,
which commandment in the law is the greatest?’ {Jesus) said to him, * “You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” 38This is the greatest and first
commandment. *And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” °0n these two
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” Jesus is saying that those two principals sum up
all ten commandments and everything the prophets were trying to teach us.

I have heard it said that bible means Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth. That is really all it is
intended o be. The scriptures teach us about the love God has for us with many examples on how to
live as a person of faith, We need to look to our world and decide how we are to live out every
moment in this sinful world loving God and loving each other.

We have elections coming up. Somehow people have decided that anyone who does not believe the
same as them is evil or at least stupid. The bible does not foretell how to treat a Trump or Harris
supporter, but it does tell us to love God and love others as much as we love ourselves.

I told the man | was talking with that so long as we live according to those principals, the rest of the
bible is simply reinforcing them. So long as we ook at the world through the lens of “You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind”...and “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself,” you are living according to the teachings of scripture.

Blessings,
Pastor Dave
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November Worship Assistants

November 3, 2024 — Communion
Deacon- Neal Harms

Usher - Neal Harms and Jerry Austman
Greeters — Gene & Carolyn Riha
Lector - Art Lehmann

Communion Assistant — Lisa Heiser
Fellowship — Art & Jana Lehmann

Fill & Wash — Gene & Carolyn Riha

November 10, 2024

Deacon - Neal Harms

Usher — Neal Harms and Randy Doran
Greeters — Jerry & Peg Austman
Lector — Lisa Heiser

Fellowship — Terry & Judy Bachtold

November 17, 2024 — Communion
Deacon- Neal Harms

Usher - Neal Harms and Paul Harms
Greeters — Art & Jana Lehmann
Lector - Judy Bachtold

Communion Assistant — Lisa Heiser
Fellowship — Patrick & Julie Harms
Fill & Wash — Gene & Carolyn Riha

November 24, 2024

Deacon - Neal Harms

Usher — Neal Harms and Art Lehmann
Greeters — Bob & Deb Sanders
Lector — Josie Harms

Fellowship — LYO

November
1 Itsuko Yoder
2 Sheila Davies
5 Thomas Bounds
10 Jon Hack
12 Mike Eimer
12 Terri Hodges
14 Kenadee Allen
15 Judy Bachtold
18 Cooper Palmore
18 Kyle Stork
20 Calvin Strahm
21 Julie Harms
24 Patrick Harms
30 Tabitha Yoder

17
15
24
25
27

PY
ANNIVERSAR

November

Ryan & Samantha Stork
Rod & Terri Hodges

Doug & Dorothy Wessels
Michael & Jennifer Cleary
Dan & Mary Etta Mullen
Patrick & Julie Harms



Praver Concerns

... for those in the Military, and their families and friends
Luke Honegger

... for our Missionary Families
The Steidinger Family in Brazil, The Bachtold Family in Ireland,
The Hall Family for their continued work with Hope Albania

.. for those receiving nursing home care, and their families and friends.
Elpaso Health Care Center, Elpaso: Jill Babbs

Serenity Villa, Fairbury: Diane Rieger, Ed & Thelma Harms
Prairieview Luther Place, Danforth: Dennis & Elsie Evelsizer
Prairieview Nursing Home, Danforth: Jim Markley, Sr.

Accolade, Pontiac: Ann Hoke, Maxine Yoder

Holly Brook, Gibson City: Rowe & Corinne Blissard

... for healing/health concerns, and strength for their families

Dieter Elbert — health issues, Harrison (Sue Strong’s grandson) — knee surgery, Donna Jones —
stage 4 pancreatic cancer, Suellen Starks — complications with COPD, Teresa Strahm’s Friend
who is an abusive relationship, .... And all those who need God'’s healing touch.

... for those who are grieving
The family of Rita Dunn.
The family of Leonard Roth.
The family of Roy Pridgen.

Please help us keep our Prayer Concerns list up to date. If you know of someone who
should be added or removed from the above list, please let Pastor Dave or Bev know.

@F <V 2>

Gl the Woner hrand The Food Pantry is in need of

Celebrate your special occasion grocery bags, plastic bags and

or remember someone you love egg cartons. Please put them in
with an altar decoration. the green totes in the Parish Hall.




ALL SAINTS DAY is November 3rd. Each year on All
Saints Sunday we remember our members who have died
in the past year and have entered the Church Triumphant.
This year we invite you to add the names of your loved
ones who have died in the past year (beginning with
November 1, 2023). All these names will be read during
worship on All Saints Sunday, which is Sunday,
November 3. If you have any names, you would like
added to the list, please give them to Bev in the church
office by October 30.

MLSA]II[S [L\l

NOVEMBER 3
Daylight-saving time ends T\hahkf‘ u[ f‘ @r

= Turn your clock back one hour
lonight before going lo bed.

m |t's also time to change balleries

inyour smoke detectors

The Bachtold Family from
Ireland will be with us during
worship on Sunday,
November 3. Evan and Rachel
and their kids will tell us
about life in Ireland.

Please come hear their story.




Operation Shoebox — We will be packing our Shoeboxes on
Sunday November 10 during Sunday School and fellowship.
Everyone is invited to help us on that day!

Hanging of the Greens
Sunday, November 24th
After church

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church will

be ringing bells for The
Salvation Army on December
2" at Dave’s Supermarket in
Fairbury. Bell ringing begins at 9
am, ends at 7 pm and is divided
into 1-hour shifts. If you would be
willing to ring the bell for | or
more shifts, please sign up for an
available time on the signup sheet
that is on the table in the Narthex.

ADVENT CANDLE
LIGHTING

We are looking for 5
Families/Individuals to read our
Advent Readings and light the
Advent Candles at the beginning
of our Sunday Advent worship
services and our Christmas Eve
worship service. If you and/or
your family would be willing to
help us out, please sign up for an
available day on the signup sheet
that is on the table in the Narthex.
If you have any questions, please
ask Pastor Dave.

The Advent Dinner
will be December
1% following
Meat and drinks will
be provided. Please
bring a dish to share.

All are Welcome!!




SEPTEMBER 22, 2024

BAPTISM & PRAYER PILLOW

Harper Allen received her Prayer
Pillow as part of the Stepping
Stones program.

Congratulations and God’s Blessings upon the Allen Family.



We welcomed five new members into our church family on September 29, 2024.

New members Monica Markley, Cal Strahm, Todd Scheel and Sheila Davies with
Pastor Dave. Gabby Zeedyk was not present for the picture.

Bingo Night was a lot of fun and everyone but Gene won a game and got a prize!
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Thanksdiving Sedq uence Maze

The challenge of this maze is to find your way through it in a particular order! You must
visit the apple pie first, the mayflower second, the pumpkin third, the turkey fourth, and
the corn last. If you visit them in any other order, you will not have solved the puzzie

properly!

End

The Puzale Den hitp:/fvnwwr teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Fuzzle-Den © 2021 Leslie Vielyk; (I?‘) Art from hths:flvi\w,'.leacherspaytea{hels.comlSt(_)relEd uclips
Border from hitps:/fvrww teacherspayteachers.com/Stere/Zip-a-dee-doo-dah-Designs; Fents from https:/fwvaw teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Hello-titeracy
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