St. Paul’s Lutheran Church DECEMBER 2024 EPISTLES

Pastor Dave Castner

320 South Oak Street, PO Box 410

Forrest, IL 61741

Church: 815-657-8506

Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com

Website: www.forreststpaulslutheran.com
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Pastor: Dave Castner Please have all
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Please give the church office any address changes, new
phone numbers, new email addresses, etc ... so that we
can contact you when necessary.

Hm the FUuture...

January 5 — Un-Decorate the Church
e January 5 — Annual Reports Due
e January 11 — Forrest Food Pantry
e January 12 — Church Council meeting after church
e January 19 — Newsletter Info Due
e February 2 — Annual Meeting to Our Church




Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

This month | feel compelled to talk to you about the results of the recent presidential election.
| do not know how you feel about the results, but this has been a particularly divisive efection.

Politics has always been a dirty business with slander and lies a normal part of the game, but
this election cycle has become very personal for some people. | can attest from personai
experience that this has led to people insulting and attacking those who did not vote the same
way as they did. | know one person, for example, who proclaims love and acceptance of
people and especially LGBTQ but is venomous towards anyone who believes differently than
them politically.

President Elect Trump can certainly be a divisive person. in my lifetime | have seen some
shady characters become president. With a few exceptions, | would not want any of them as a
neighbor much less in possession of my wallet. If you think your candidate is a good and
stellar person, | have a bridge | can sell you. Who is the best candidate for president? The one
who would not want the job to begin with! Not that all politicians are crooked, but those that
are not, seem few and far between.

| might not understand why you voted for someone but that should not affect our relationship
personally. We must never forget that we all have different views on life, religion, child
rearing, politics and some of those views are going to be different than our own. We also
must trust in the brilliance of the founders of our country. We have three branches of
government with checks and balances so no one person or group can dictate their agenda
without recompense over the people. We have an electoral college so someone in Forrest,
Illinois can have an equal say as someone in New York City. The more | learn about how our
government is designed, the more | realize how brilliant our forefathers were.

What we need to do now is just care for each other as brothers and sisters in Christ as Jesus
demonstrated to us. There have been elections | have been happy with and many | have not,
but | have always remembered Romans 13:1 “Let every person be subject to the governing
authorities; for there is no authority except from God, and those authorities that exist have
been instituted by God.” As we move forward together, remember the sun will rise again
tomorrow, and God is ultimately the “man with a plan” regardless of who is president.

Blessings,
Pastor Dave



St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Minutes
November 10, 2024

Member present were Neal Harms, Jim Gerber, Tom Kilgus,
Gene Riha, Rich Stork, Brent Crane, and Peg Austman.
Absent was Lisa Heiser. Pastor Dave was also present.

Meeting was called to order by Pres. N. Harms @11:15am.

Devotion by P. Austman.

Secretary’s Report: B. Crane made a motion to accept as
printed. T. Kilgus 2". MC

Treasurer’s report: B. Crane made a motion to accept as
printed. R. Stork 2. MC

Pastor’s Report: Eight visits in Sept/Oct. Confirmation
started 10/20. Attended Evangelism Mtg 10/22. Attended
Pastor’s monthly meetings. Attended church/LYO trip to
Rader’s Family Farm on 10/27. Attended Fall Theological
Conference in Grafton 9/30-10/2.

Committee Reports:

Evangelism Com met 10/22. Plans made to have a soup
supper with the Methodists (at St Pauls) 12/4 from 5-7 pm,
raising funds for Hurricane Helene Relief. Thrivent will
sponsor. Sandy Schrof will chair. This will be in place of the

advent evening service.



No other committee reports.

OLD BUSINESS

A: ltwas decided that diseased landscape trees will be
sprayed in the spring and see if that solves the problem.

B: The pole switch on the parking lot light will be checked to
be sure it is on in the evening.

C: Automatic door opener-working now

NEW BUSINESS

A: Decided to continue with “Taking Faith Home” inserts for
bulletins.

B: Annual Reports due January 5, 2025.

C: Compensation Committee will be T. Kilgus, B. Crane, and
N. Harms.

D: Nominating committee is Paula Crane and Art Lehmann.
E: Office to be filled-Secretary, Elder, Trustee, Prairieview
Delegates, 2025 Synod Delegates.

F: Decided to have Pastor use large communion wafer for
communion service to hold while reading the
sacrament/small wafers as usual for parishioners.

G: Decided to include photos for the new directory to be
printed in 2025. Details will be in next newsletter.

Upcoming dates:

Nov 24-Hanging of the Greens

Dec 1-First Sunday in Advent/Advent Dinner

Dec 2-9 am -7pm Ring Bell for Salvation Army at Dave’s



Dec 4- Advent Special- Super Soup Supper for Hurricane
Helene Relief 5-7 (working with Methodists). Open to the

public. Thrivent sponsored.

Dec 11, 18-6pm Soup supper and Advent service

Dec 15-Cookie and Candy Exchange after church

Dec 22- Wear your ugly Christmas Sweater to church
Dec 24-7 pm Christmas Eve worship with communion

Next Mtg -Dec 8, 2024. B. Crane has devotions

G. Riha made a motion to adjourn. T. Kilgus 2™, MC
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
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Prayer Concerns

... for those in the Military, and their families and friends
Luke Honegger

.. Jfor our Missionary Families
The Steidinger Family in Brazil, The Bachtold Family in Ireland,
The Hall Family for their continued work with Hope Albania

... for those receiving nursing home care, and their families and friends.
Elpaso Health Care Center, Elpaso. Jill Babbs

Serenity Villa, Fairbury: Ed & Thelma Harms

Prairieview Luther Place, Danforth: Dennis & Elsie Evelsizer
Prairieview Nursing Home, Danforth: Jim Markley, Sr.

Accolade, Pontiac: Ann Hoke, Maxine Yoder

Holly Brook, Gibson City: Rowe & Corinne Blissard

... for healing/health concerns, and strength for their families

Sheila Doran — cancer, Dieter Elbert — health issues, Harrison (Sue Strong’s grandson) — knee
surgery, Donna Jones — stage 4 pancreatic cancer, Jan Miller — stroke and cancer, Suellen Starks
— complications with COPD, Teresa Strahm’s Friend who is an abusive relationship, Willy
Vanwassenhave (hurt in a farming accident) .... And all those who need God’s healing touch.
... for those who are grieving

The family of Diane Rieger.

Please help us keep our Prayer Concerns list up to date. If you know of someone who should
be added or removed from the above list, please let Pastor Dave or Bev know.

LoD

Ramp — There is a portable 8-foot
ramp available to borrow. It is in the
furnace room. Call Jerry (815-848-
8491) with questions.

The Food Pantry is in need of
gﬂm@ﬁ!ﬂm hant| grocery bags, plastic bags and
Celebrate your special occasion egg cartons. Please put them in

or remember someone you love the green totes in the Parish Hall.
with an altar decoration.
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December Worship Assistants

December 1, 2024 — Communion
Deacon- Brent Crane

Usher - Brent Crane and Terry Bachtold
Greeters — Terry & Judy Bachtold
Lector - Gabby Zeedyk

Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha
Fill & Wash — Brent & Paula Crane

December 8, 2024

Deacon- Brent Crane

Usher - Brent Crane and Jerry Austman
Greeters — Randy & Jean Doran December
Lector — Sandy Schrof B o b s
Fellowship — Brent & Paula Crane

Christine Palmore
Claigh Mullen
December 15, 2024 — Communion 4 Dennis Evelsizer
Deacon- Brent Crane

Usher - Brent Crane and Randy Doran
Greeters — Duke Harms & Donna Stehle
Lector - Art Lehmann

Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha
Fellowship — Gene & Carolyn Riha

Fill & Wash — Brent & Paula Crane

December 22, 2024

Deacon- Brent Crane

Usher - Brent Crane and Paul Harms
Greeters — Gene & Carolyn Riha
Lector — Lisa Heiser

Fellowship —LYO

December 24, 2024 — Communion — Christmas Eve
Deacon- Brent Crane

Usher - Brent Crane and Art Lehmann

Greeters — Jerry & Peg Austman

Lector - Judy Bachtold

Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha PPY

Fill & Wash — Gene & Carolyn Riha AN NIVERS AR)/
December 29, 2024 — Communion

Deacon- Brent Crane No December Anniversaries
Usher - Brent Crane and Terry Bachtold

Greeters — Art & Jana Lehmann

Lector - Josie Harms

Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha

Fellowship — Jerry & Peg Austman

Fill & Wash — Brent & Paula Crane




The Advent Dinner
will be December 1st
following worship.
Meat, potatoes,
drinks, and table

1eF's have some FONI service will be
e gour gl Christos Seater to charch oo P“O"l‘;e_dl- tple?se
A rmg a disn to snarc.
Sunday, December 22. ARl s Welormal

December 4 will be a special Super Soup Supper to raise funds for
Hurricane Helene Relief. Supper will be from 5-7pm in the
fellowship hall. There will not be a worship service that evening.

Wednesday Advent Soup Supper and Worship will be December
11 and 18. Supper will be at 6pm and Worship will follow. A signup
sheet is on the table in the narthex. Everyone is Welcome!

Order your Poinsettia to
| decorate the church!
g Orders and payment are due G \iioin bells for The Salvation
3 December 8., Szgn—up sheet o Army on December 2" at Dave’s
is on the table in the Wdftﬁﬁ?(j Supermarket in Fairbury. Our sign-

; : up sheet is full! Thank You to
&= Poinsettias are §23.00 eaCﬁ' ' everyone that has signed up!!

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church will be

St. Paul’s Annual Cookie

COMMITTEE HEADS - Please have

Exchange will be Sunday, . your Annual Reports turned into the
December 15" after Fellowship. chypch office by January 5%. You
Please bring 4 dozen ‘may email them or put them in the

cookies/candy to exchange. basket in the secretary's office.



There are several opportunities to help with
worship services and other holiday activities
happening at the church during the month of
December. Please check out the table in the
Narthex and sign up to help with one or more of
these holiday activities.

Operation Shoebox -

Several willing hands packed 70 shoeboxes on November 10 for
Operation Christmas Child. A big THANK YOU to all who
generously donated items and money to this project. A special
thanks to Jana Lehmann who delivered the boxes to Gibson to
begin their journey.

@E@O@O@®  Say CHEESE, Please! ©0OQOO

The new 2025 church directory is in the works and will include your
family photos. Please submit your family photo along with your family
names, address, phone numbers, email addresses, birthdays and
annhiversaries to Beverly.

preferably by email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com

or
text: 1-815-848-4398.

If you would like someone to take your photo at church,
see Tom Kilgus, Kate Austman or Hannah Austman.

Photos and information need to be submitted by March 1, 2025.

(If you have recently filled out and submitted an information sheet then I just need your
picture with your names.)




Wednesday, December 4"

5-7pm

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,
Forrest

to benefit Hurricane Helene Relief

Sponsored by

Forrest Methodist & St. Paul’s Lutheran

Thrivent matching funds available



FORREST FOOD PANTRY CHRISMAS ANGELS (formerly known as the
“Angel Tree”) — For our Forrest Food Pantry Christmas Angel gifts for the
kids —we are partnering with Fairbury Presbyterian Church to participate
in their Christmas Giving Tree program. Our Food Pantry will be
collecting names of the kids of our clients like we always do and then
giving the names to the Presbyterian Church. They have a very good
system worked out to purchase and deliver the gifts. If you would like to

make a monetary donation to help them purchase the gifts, send by
December 7 to — Shirley Meenen, 25939 E. 1000 N. Rd., Forrest, IL 61741.
Or call, if you have any questions — 815-657-8385. Thanks.

This is what is happening instead of the “Angel Tree”. Shirley Meen,
Food Pantry chair, said that we have 32 names submitted this year.
The Food Pantry makes a donation of $1,000 to the Fairbury
Presbyterian Church and the do our shopping. The Forrest Village also
does a collection of items (see included flyer) that they donate to the
Presbyterian Church. If you would like to make a donation to the
“Angel Tree” this year, please send a monetary donation to Shirley
Meenen (see above article) or look at the flyer from the Village of
Forrest for items that they are collecting.



Villagg of "Forr’gzst & Torrgst Food Pantry
Christmas 1Inggls

will be taking donations for Christmas

The collection will be from

November 18 — December 10t

If you would like to donate Board Games, Books, Gloves, Hats, Mittens,
Puzzles, and or Socks, please bring your items to:

Village Hall is located at 323 S Williams St
Monday — Friday 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.

If you are unable to donate during office hours, please call 815-657-8226
and I will meet you when it’s convenient for you.

Sizes for gloves, mittens, and socks:

Newborn through Adult

**Monetary donations are also welcome checks payable to Forrest Food Pantry**




THE FORREST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH IS HOSTING...

A HOLIDAY BAKE SALE AND MARKET

ON SATURDAY,
DECEMBER 7, 2024
8:00 - 11:00 AM
FORREST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE THIS
o CHRISTMAS SEASON WITH A BAKE SALE AND
" MARKET....STOP IN AND SHOP AND ENJOY COFFEE
hF AND DONUTS WITH US....
WE HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL THEN!

=




Match the song lyrics on the left to the
song they are from on the right.

. Good tidings to you and all of your kin
. How are they leaves so verdant?

. And heaven and nature sing

. It's the best time of the year.

. All the children say he could laugh and play.

. City sidewalks, busy sidewalks

A. Away in o Manger

B. Deck the Halls

C. Frosty the Snowman

D. Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
E. Here Comes Santa Clause

F. Holly Jolly Christmas

7. Dashing through the snow G. It's Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas
8. With candy canes and silver lanes aglow... H. Jingle Bells

9. He's got o bag that's filled with toys I. Joy to the World

10. The stars are brightly shining J. Let it Snow

11. Allis calm, all is bright K. O Holy Night

12. He's making o list and checking it twice L. Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer
13. I've brought some corn for popping M. Silent Night

14, They used to lough and call him names N. Sleigh Ride

15. In the lane, snow is glistening 0. 12 Days of Christmas

16. Glory to the newborn king. P. Silver Bells

17. Little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. Q. We Wish You A Merry Christmas
18, Fa la la la la lg, la la la la. R. Winter Wonderland

19. Five golden rings S. O Christmas Tree

20. Giddy-yap, giddy-yap, giddy-yap, let'sgo  T. Santa Claus is Coming to Town
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