St. Paul’s Lutheran Church JANUARY 2025 EPISTLES

Pastor Dave Castner

320 South Oak Street, PO Box 410

Forrest, IL 61741

Church: 815-657-8506

Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com

Website: www.forreststpaulslutheran.com
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Worship 10:00 am Facebook @SPLutheran125
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Please give the church office any address changes, new

phone numbers, new email addresses, etc ... so that we

can contact you when necessary.

[m the Future...

February 2 — Annual Meeting
e February 8 — Forrest Food Pantry
e February 9 — Church Council Installed during worship
e February 9 — Wear your Favortie Football Shirt to church
e February 12 —6pm LYO
e February 16 — Newsletter Info Due

to Our Church



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

| am at a point in my life that | try to “be in the moment” because | too often miss out on the
enjoyment of moments because | am too busy being distracted by the busyness of life. The
seasons of Advent and Christmas are phenomenal times of year yet are also notoriously busy
and stressful. Because of this, | fear we can miss enjoying, much less celebrating each and
every day.

My message to you is simple, | encourage you to take time this season to “stop and smell the
roses.” For example, pay attention to the Listen to the words in the hymns we sing; there is
deep meaning in everyone. Look closely at the Chrismon Tree in the sanctuary and at the
ornaments on it because each one is full of symbolism. Look also at the poinsettias and the
evergreens because there is meaning behind those too. If you do not know the significance to
all this symbolism, put that smart phone in your pocket to work and look it up. There is
meaning behind everything we do in the church and knowing the significance of the
symbolism will add to your worship experience. And what | enjoy most, there is often a great
story behind all this imagery and tradition that explains how it all came into being.

Ecclesiastes 3:1 tells us, “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under
heaven...

As | write this we are in the time of Advent, preparing for the Christmas season and the gift of
our Lord Jesus Christ to the world. The celebration does not just start on Christmas Eve, it
begins in Advent and continues to gain momentum.

Don’t miss what is happening around you, even in those crowded stores. Instead, make each
moment one of celebration and worship in all the symbols and music that surrounds us
professing the birth of our savior. There may not be many roses around to smell in December,
but this is still the most incredible time of the year, and you are doing yourself a disservice

to not experience, cherish, and celebrate every moment the Lord has blessed you with.

Blessings,
Pastor Dave



St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Minutes
December 8, 2024

Members present were Neal Harms, Jim Gerber, Tom
Kilgus, Rich Stork, Brent Crane, Lisa Heiser, and Peg
Austman. Absent was Gene Riha. Pastor Dave was
also present.

Meeting was called to order by Pres. N. Harms at
11:25.

Devotion by B. Crane.

Secretary’s Report: T. Kilgus made a motion to accept
as printed. J. Gerber 2™. MC

Treasurer’s Report: P. Austman made a motion to
accept as printed. L. Heiser 2". MC

Pastor’s Report: Confirmation going well. One
funeral. Met with local pastors. Hosted the
Conference Pastor meeting. Attended the yearly
Synod Boundaries Seminar 11/7 at St. John’s in
Bloomington. Thersa Hoogstraat and Mary Fellers
rejoined St. Paul’s.



Committee Reports: None

Old Business:

A: Compensation committee meeting this week.

B: Nominating committee gave names of Jerry
Austman (trustee), Monica Markley (Secretary), and
Samantha Stork (Elder). B. Crane made a motion to
accept the proposed slate. T. Kilgus 2". MC

C: Annual Reports are due January 5, 2025.

New Business:

Bev will be printing newsletter and bulletins on
Thursday, December 19. She will not be backin the
office until sometime during the week of January 5,
2025. All bulletins needed for that time frame will be
printed and on the counter in the secretary’s office.

Upcoming dates:

December 11and January 8-6pm LYO

December 11, 18- 6 PM Advent Soup Supper and
Worship.

December 15-Cookie and Candy Exchange after
worship.

December 21-Fellowship Hall rented

December 22-Wear your ugly Christmas sweater to

church



December 24- 7pm Christmas eve Communion and
candlelight service

December 25-Christmas Day-no worship

January 5, 2025 undecorate the church. Annual

Reports due.

Next mtg: January 12, 2025
Next month devotions: Pastor Dave

L. Heiser made a motion to adjourn. T. Kilgus 2™. MC

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer

Respectfully Submitted,



Praver Concerns

... for those in the Military, and their families and friends
Luke Honegger

. Jfor our Missionary Families
The Steidinger Family in Brazil, The Bachtold Family in Ireland,
The Hall Family for their continued work with Hope Albania

... for those recetving nursing home care, and their families and friends.
Elpaso Health Care Center, Elpaso: Jill Babbs

Serenity Villa, Fairbury: Ed & Thelma Harms

Prairieview Luther Place, Danforth: Dennis & Elsie Evelsizer
Prairieview Nursing Home, Danforth: Jim Markley, Sr.

Accolade, Pontiac: Ann Hoke, Maxine Yoder

Holly Brook, Gibson City: Rowe & Corinne Blissard

... for healing/health concerns, and strengih for their families

Dieter Elbert — health issues, Becky Eimer — Parkinsons, Marge Haab — receiving transfusions for
health issues, Hope Hack — cancer, Art Lehmann — infection at hip replacement site, Jan Miller —
stroke and cancer, Suellen Starks — health issues, Willy Vanwassenhave (hurt in a farming
accident) .... And all those who need God'’s healing fouch.

Please help us keep our Prayer Concerns list up to date. If you know of someone who should
be added or removed from the above list, please let Pastor Dave or Bev know.

2D

Ramp — There is a portable 8-foot
ramp available to borrow. It is in the
furnace room. Call Jerry (815-848-
8491) with questions.

The Food Pantry is in need of

Fifl W:%W hat] grocery bags, plastic bags and

Celebrate your SpECial occasion egg cartons. Please put them in

o rerpember SOMEONe you love the green totes in the Parish Hall.
with an altar decoration.
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January Worship Assistants

January 5, 2025 — Communion
Deacon- Neal Harms

Usher — Neal Harms and Jerry Austman
Greeters — Deb Sanders

Lector — Gabby Zeedyk

Communion Assistant — Sandy Schrof
Fellowship — Tom & Pam Kilgus

Fill & Wash — Neal & Norma Harms

January 12, 2025

Deacon - Neal Harms

Usher — Neal Harms and Randy Doran
Greeters — Terry & Judy Bachtold
Lector — Sandy Schrof

Fellowship — Terry & Judy Bachtold

January 19, 2025 — Communion
Deacon- Neal Harms

Usher - Neal Harms and Paul Harms
Greeters — Randy & Jean Doran
Lector - Lisa Heiser

Communion Assistant — Sandy Schrof
Fellowship — Patrick & Julie Harms
Fill & Wash — Neal & Norma Harms

January 26, 2025

Deacon - Neal Harms

Usher — Neal Harms and Terry Bachtold
Greeters — Duke Harms & Donna Stehle
Lector — Judy Bachtold

Fellowship — LYO

January

o5 1 Norma Harms
"1 & il Babbs
,ﬁ 8 Art Lehmann
.| 8 Ryan Stork
“*| 10 Camden Palmore
4| 10 Gabby Zeedyk
\: 11 Brad Sanders
7| 11 Leo Cleary

.| 15 Jacob Crane

17 Darren Ropp

| 19 Becky Eimer
\ 20 Dean Zeedyk
: 25 Kate Austman
2| 24 Glen Schrof
\: 28 Teresa Strahm
“| 29 Harrison Cleary
‘i 31 Danielle Gerber

i 2N

4

January
Jeff & Kate Austman




Dear Church friends of St. Paul’s,

Thank you so much for the Christmas gift bag that Pastor
Dave delivered. Such nice and thoughtful presents! I will
enjoy everything and think of you every time I use something

from it. A very merry and blessed Christmas to all of you!
Ann Hoke

T A_ve'w WARM th.ank you to t_h_o.s:e who I COMMITTEE HEADS - Please have

] rang the bell December 2" at Dave’s for
the Salvation Army. It was a cold, cold
day! Your efforts were appreciated!!

your Annual Reports turned into the
| church office by January 5™ You
| | may email them or put them in the
basket in the secretary's office.

All the help on the Super
Soup Supper PAID off BIG
time!! S5,000 will be
going to Hurricane Helene
Relief. Thank you each
and everyone of you who
helped and donated.

The Annual Meeting will be held Sunday
February 2, 2025 after church.

WINTER STORM
WARNING

U

CHURCH CANCELLATIONS
If and when church is cancelled due to poor weather conditions, you should receive a phone call
or an email (depending on which list you are on) letting you know of the cancellation. The
cancellation will also be posted on the church’s Facebook page and the church website. If you do
not receive a phone call or an email and you would like to be on either one of these lists, please
let Bev in the church office know. Remember to always use your best judgement and stay home
where you are warm and safe if the conditions are not suitable for you to be out and about!




@OOO@E®  Say CHEESE, Please!l ©OQOQO@O

The new 2025 church directory is in the works and will include your
family photos. Please submit your family photo along with your family
names, address, phone numbers, email addresses, birthdays and
anhiversaries to Beverly.

preferably by email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com

or

& text: 1-815-848-4398,

ould like someone fo take your photo al {j '7  :

see Tom Kilgus, Kate Austman or Hannah Austman.

Photos and information need o be submitted by March 1, 2025.

(If you have recently filled out and submitted an information sheet then I just need your
picture with your names.)

The Prairie Central Madrigals performed during the
church service on December 15.




Thavk You to the following people for donating Poinsettias for the
Christmas season.

Ed & Thelma Harms
Paul Harms

Gene & Carolyn Riha

Art & Jana Lehmann

Neal & Norma Harms

Jerry & Peg Austman

Brent & Paula Crane

Jeff & Kate Austman

Jake Fellers & Judy Van Note
Ryan & Sam Stork

Todd & Sheila Scheel

R.E. Sanders
In Memory of Earl & Janet Weakman given by the Family

In Memory of Red Ulitzsch, Linda Weakman, John Weakman
and Della McCarty given by Pat Ulitzsch
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