St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Pastor Dave Castner

320 South Oak Street, PO Box 410
Forrest, IL 61741

Church: 815-657-8506

Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com
Website: www.forreststpaulslutheran.com

MARCH 2025 EPISTLES

Sunday School 9:00 am
Worship 10:00 am

Pastor: Dave Castner

Cell: 970-290-1268

Email: griz1994@yahoo.com
Secretary: Beverly Koerner

Cell: 815-848-4398

Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com
Prayer Chain: Carolyn Riha

Cell: 815-674-3336
Email: generiha@mchsi.com

Please have all

information for

the bulletin turned
into the office by
9am Wednesday
morning and
newsletter
information turned
into the office by

the 3rd Sunday of
the month.

Please give the church office any address changes, new

phone numbers, new email addresses, etc ...

can contact you when necessary.

so that we
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April 2, 9 —6pm Soup Supper and Worship
April 12 —9-11am Forrest Food Pantry

April 13 — Palm Sunday

April 13 — Church Council Meeting after church

April 17 — 7pm Maundy Thursday Communion Worship

April 18—7pm Good Friday Worship

April 20 — 9am Easter Worship

April 20 — Easter Breakfast after worship

April 20 — Newsletter Info Due

Find us on

Facebook @SPLutheran125

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Council Meeting

77

: March 9, 2025 _
i Devotions: Pastor Dave Castner |
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church — 2025 Council Members

Email: stpaulforresf@gmail.com

Phone: 815-657-8506

Pastor Dave Castner, Cell Phone: 970-290-1298, Emuail: griz1994@yahoo.com

Neal Harms (2023 — 2026)
neatharms54(@gmail.com

Jim Gerber (2023 — 2026)
jijugerber@yahoo.com

Monica Markley (2025-2028)

monicajmaurer(@gmail.com

Tom Kilgus (2021-2026)
tomkilgus@yahoo.com

Samantha Stork (2025-2028)
mrsstork08(@hotmail.com

Lisa Heiser (2024-2027)
lisa.heiser7287@@gmail.com

Brent Crane (2024-2027)
berane@first-online.com

Jerry Austman (2025-2028)
Jpaustman(@mchsi.com

Prairieview Delegates: Dennis & Elsie Evelsizer

President/Deacon

VP/Trustee

Secretary

Treasurer

Elder

Elder

Deacon

Trustee

2025 Synod Delegates: Gene and Carolyn Riha
generiha@@mchsi.com

(C) 815-848-8586

(C) 815-674-0020

(C) 815-419-4545

(C) 309-824-4590

(C) 815-848-5602

(C) 815-419-7998

(C) 815-674-8314

(H) 815-657-8491 (C) 815-848-8491

(H) 815-269-2672

(Carolyn Cell) 815-674-3336



St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Annual Meeting
February 2, 2025

The meeting was called to order by President Neal Harms at
11:17 am.

Pastor Dave Castner led in prayet.

Jerry Austman made a motion to accept the agenda. Lisa
Heiser 2", MC

Reports:
*A motion to accept the 2024 Annual Meeting minutes as

printed was made by Hannah Austman, 2™ by Jim Gerber.
MC.

*A motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report as printed was
made by Jerry Austman, 2" by Lisa Heiser. MC.

*Sandy Schrof made a motion to accept the remaining
agenda reports as printed. Ed Harms 2. MC.

Old Business: none

New Business:
A: Tom Kilgus made the motion to approve Jerry Austman

(trustee), Monica Markley (secretary), and Samantha Stork
(elder) to the church council, 2"* by Ryan Stork. MC

B: Kate made the motion to approve synod delegates,
Prairieview delegates, and committee chairs as printed. Tom

Kilgus 2", MC



|

C: Kate Austman made the motion to increase Pastor Dave
salary $1500 (following synod guidelines). Lisa Heiser 2",

MC
D: Paul Harms made a motion to leave salaries of secretary

($18), Organist ($84), and cleaning staff ($26) at the current
level. Sandy Schrof 2", MC

E: Kate Austman made a motion to eliminate the support
Madagasascar Seminarians. Rich Stork 2" MC

F: Jerry Austman made a motion to retain the same level of
support to Prairieview and Fairview Haven $1500 each (from
local benevolence). Paul Harms seconded. MC

G: Paul Harms made a motion to retain the same level of
support to our missionary families-the Steidinger Family in
the Amazon, the Bachtold Family in Ireland, and Hope
Albania (Hall family) $2500 each (from the Vision Fund). 2™

by Pam Kilgus. MC

Neal Harms thanked Rich Stork, Gene Riha, and Peg
Austman for their dedicated service to the church council.
Peg Austman thanked Neal Harms for his service as our
2024 Church President.

Ryan Stork made a motion to adjourn. Lisa Heiser 2™, MC,

Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
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Peg Austman, Secretary



St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Council Minutes
February 2, 2025

Members present. Neal Harms, Jim Gerber, Samantha Stork, Lisa Heiser,
Tom Kilgus, Jerry Austman, and Monica Markley. Pastor Dave was also
present.

Meeting called to order by Pres. N. Harms at 11:35am.

Election of Officers:

T. Kilgus made a motion to re-elect Neal Harms as president. J.
Gerber 2nd. MC

T. Kilgus made a motion to elect Jim Gerber as Vice President. L.

Heiser 2nd. MC

Secretary’s Report: T. Kilgus made a motion to accept as printed. L. Heiser
2nd. MC

Treasurer’'s Report: T. Kilgus made a motion to accept as printed. J. Gerber
2nd. MC

Pastor’'s Report:

. Considering creating/offering a take-home devotion kit

. Confirmation is going well

. Thanked Gene Riha for assembling bookcases in pastor’s office

« During Lent, Pastor Dave will be doing the Wednesday church
services, instead of alternating with another

. Elsie Evelsizer volunteered Pastor to do a rotation of Sunday services
at Prairieview Lutheran Home in Danforth (they hold an afternoon
service). He will go every 4 1o 6 weeks.

. Considering starting a men’s group for fellowship/socializing. Possibly
on Thursdays around 4pm, possibly at Emancipation Brewery. Neal
mentioned that the Chatsworth Methodist Church has a men’s group
that we could invite.

. Considering starting a weight loss contest during Lent. Ideas include
participants putting money in a pot, and whoever wins splits it with the
LYO. Other ideas include Kate Austman giving a brief talk about
healthy habits to kick off the contest.



Committee Reports:
. Evangelism:
- Fat Tuesday meal will as usual be pancakes and sausage
o Discussed holding the Easter Sunrise Service at 9am, with

breakfast to follow

Old Business:
« Secretary’s computer update: New computer was purchased for

$493.34 per Tom Kilgus’s approval. New computer is up and running.
Thank youl!

« 2025 Picture Directory - book format or on cards? After some
discussion, T. Kilgus made a motion to print in book format. J.
Austman 2nd. MC

New Business:
. Checked/updated “Council Members” list
. Installation of Church Council will be on Sunday, Feb. 9th
. 2025-26 Council Meeting dates
. Council members signed up for monthly devotions

Upcoming Dates:
. Feb. 9th - Church Council Installation during worship
+ March 4th - Fat Tuesday Pancake/Sausage Meal
. March 5th - Ash Wednesday Worship Service

Next meeting: March 9, 2025
Next month devotions: Pastor Dave

L. Heiser made a motion to adjourn at 12:00pm. T. Kilgus 2nd. MC
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer

Respectfully Submitted,
Monica Markley



Praver Concerns

.. for those in the Military, and their famifies and friends
L.uke Honegger

... for our Missionary Families
The Steidinger Family in Brazil, The Bachtold Family in Ireland,
The Hall Family for their continued work with Hope Albania

... for those receiving nursing home care, and their famifies and friends.
Elpaso Health Care Center, Elpaso: Jill Babbs

Serenity Villa, Fairbury: Ed & Thelma Harms

Prairieview Luther Place, Danforth: Dennis & Elsie Evelsizer
Prairieview Nursing Home, Danforth: Jim Markley, Sr.

Accolade, Pontiac: Ann Hoke, Maxine Yoder

Holly Brook, Gibson City: Rowe & Corinne Blissard

... for healing/health concerns, and strength for their families

Rowe Blissard — influenza & pneumonia, Dieter Elbert — health issues, Becky Eimer — Parkinsons,
Jim Gerber — hip surgery, Hope Hack — cancer, Jan Miller — stroke and cancer, Mary Jo
Pridgeon — health concerns, Suellen Starks — health issues, Willy Vanwassenhave — hurt in a
farming accident .... And all those who need God'’s healing touch.

Please help us keep our Prayer Concerns list up to date. If you know of someone who should
be added or removed from the above list, please let Pastor Dave ot Bev know.

o7 D

Mowing Sign-up is out!
You can sign-up to mow as a service to the church or Ramp — There is a portable 8-foot
pay someone to mow. (Recommended amount is 540 ramp available to borrow. It is in the
per mowing) Mowing must be done by Saturday furnace room. Call Jerly (8 15-848-
afternoons. . .
Mowers, if you are unsure of where to mow, ask! If you 849 1) with questions.

signed up to mow and then cannot mow, please ask
someone else to mow for you.

The Food Pantry is in need of
Il m"'%‘“" chant! grocery bags, plastic bags and
CElebrate your SpeCial OccaSiOH egg Cartons' P[ease put them in

or remember someone you love the green totes in the Parish Hall.
with an altar decoration.
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March Worship Assistants

March 2, 2025 — Communion
Deacon- Neal Harms

Usher — Neal Harms & Paul Harms
Greeters — Gene & Carolyn Riha
Lector - Sandy Schrof

Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha
Fellowship — Jerry & Peg Austman

Fill & Wash — Terry & Judy Bachtold

March 5, 2025 — Ash Wednesday -- Communion
Deacon- Neal Harms

Usher — Neal Harms & Terry Bachtold

Greeters — Jerry & Peg Austman

Lector — Gabby Zeedyk

Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha
Fill & Wash — Terry & Judy Bachtold

March 19, 2025

Deacon- Neal Harms

Usher — Neal Harms & Jerry Austman
Greeters — Art & Jana Lehmann
Lector — Art Lehmann

Fellowship — Gene & Carolyn Riha

March 16, 2025 — Communion

Lector - Judy Bachtold
Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha

Fill & Wash — Terry & Judy Bachtold

March 23, 2025
Deacon- Neal Harms
Usher — Neal Harms & Art Lehmann

Greeters — Terry & Judy Bachtold
Lector — Josie Harms

Fellowship - L.LYO

March 30, 2025 — Communion
Deacon- Neal Harms

Usher — Neal Harms & Todd Scheel
Greeters — Randy & Jean Doran
Lector - Sheila Davies
Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha
Fellowship — Art & Jana Lehmann

Fill & Wash — Terry & Judy Bachtold

March

Jean Doran

Piper Kintner
Jackson Gassaway
Elsie Evelsizer
Sadie Ropp

Cayl Eimer
Wyatt Harms
Lauren Cabbage
Taylor Crane
Mary Etta Mullen
Sharri Crane




DAYUGHT SAVING TIME

Don’t forget to set all
of your clocks one
hour ahead!

.l o o Evan Bachtold will be at the church on Saturday,
_) MlSSlons March 8 at 9:00am. Everyone is invited to come for
' U pdd 'le donuts and coffee and to get an update on the

Bachtold's mission work in Ireland.

Wednesday Night Lent Soup Supper and Worship will be
March 12,19, 26 and April 2, 9.
Supper will be at 6pm with Worship afterwards. Please
signup to bring soup or dessert or both.
The signup sheet is on the table in the narthex.

Wednesdays

Everyone is Welcome! in Lem'
‘hg i Meet & Greet Danw and Doww Holl and theiv
" Weat ’ Albanion colleagues, Enio-and Ina
& | Sanphadkw o Saturday, Mawrch 29 at 10aw.
7eet . @ Enjoy some refreshuments and heawr about

Thanks te 9ll whe denated to our Valentine Boxes.

We mailed 5 boxes stuffed with snacks, items, and love
from St Paals.

Fellowship Orders -

Bev will be the point person for after church Fellowship donut/refreshment orders to
prevent confusion/duplication of orders. If there are any changes that need to be made to
these orders, Please tell Bev and she will contact Dave’s Supermarket with the changes.




FAT TUESDAY
" MARCH 4
A PANCAKE AND SAUSAGE

SUPPER

= - 5.7

ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH

320 S. OAK FORREST

FUNDS FOR MISSION PROJECTS. THRIVENT
FUNDS AVAILABLE
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The new 2025 church directory is in the works and will
include your family photos. Please submit your family

= photo along with your family names, address, phone

= humbers, email addresses, birthdays and anniversaries
" to Beverly ASAP.

Preferably by email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com

or

text: 1-815-848-4398.

If you would like someone to take your photo at
church, see Tom Kilgus,
Kate Austman or Hannah Austman.

Photos and information need to be
submitted As Soon As Possible.

(If you have recently filled out and submitted an information sheet
then I just need your picture with your names.)



AWAKEMING

BASKETEALL

CAFFOLIL
LAYLIGHT ZAVING
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vocabulary words in the grid. Logk for them in cll

directions including beckwards and diagorally. |
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St Paick’s Day
WORD SCRAMBLE

1. IADLMNER
2. RPAH

3, NPLCUAHREE
4. HRCAM e
5, REWNOIA
6. CKUL

7. LDOG

8. CVEROL
9, TINAS 7 - )
10, NEERG

11. PIKRCTA

12, HISRI

13, HOYIALO

14, LKCIRME]

15, PADERA

16, SKCORAMH
17, EADRLEM

18. OTP FO LDOG
19. CTICLE

20, MARHC
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