St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Pastor Dave Castner
320 South Oak Street, PO Box 410

Forrest, IL 61741

Church: 815-657-8506
Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com

SEPTEMBER 2025 EPISTLES

Website: www.forreststpaulslutheran.com

Sunday School 9:00 am
Worship 10:00 am

Find us on

Facebook @SPLutheran125

Pastor: Dave Castner
Cell: 970-290-1268

Email: griz1994@yahoo.com

Secretary: Beverly Koerner

Cell: 815-848-4398

Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com

Prayer Chain: Carolyn Riha

Cell: 815-674-3336

Email: generiha@mchsi.com

Please have all
information for the
bulletin turned into
the office by 9am
Wednesday morning
and newsletter
information turned
into the office by
9am on the 34
Sunday of the
month.

Please give the church office any address changes, new
phone numbers, new email addresses, etc ... so that we can

contact you when necessary.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Council Meeting
September 14, 2025
Devotions: Lisa Heiser

...................................................................
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In the Future...
e OQOctober 8 —6pm LYO
e QOctober 9-5:30pm Men’s Club

e October 11 — Forrest Food Pantry
e October 12 — Clergy Appreciation Day
e October 12 — Church Council meets after church

October 13 — Columbus Day
October 19 — Newsletter Info Due
October 26 — Reformation Sunday
October 31 -- Halloween

to Our Church
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

[ have always loved helping people. | was the one people called when they needed help
moving, heavy lifting, auto mechanics, or going out into the desert or mountains to get
someone unstuck. The tougher the job, the happier | was.

When | became confined to a wheelchair, | had a difficult time learning to ask for help. This
whole reversal was a blow to my pride. | never once thought less of someone for wanting or
needing my help, but | just could not bring myself to ask for help.

The benefit of stubbornly refusing assistance forced me to become stronger and more self-
reliant. However, it also put more of a burden on my family and forced them to compensate
for things that | simply could not do. It took me years, but | finally came to the realization that
I was being selfish by not allowing people to help me.

As | said, | never once thought less of anyone who asked me for assistance, in fact it brought
me great joy to be a blessing for them and felt blessed in return. | eventually realized that by
not allowing someone to help me, | was denying them that same joy and blessing | received by
being a blessing for someone else. ltis like our mission statement for the church, “blessed to
be a blessing,” a reference to Genesis 12:3, "1 will bless those who bless you...”

| cannot recall a single time a person has looked at me as less of a person because | needed or
requested assistance, but | can recall many times my pride denied a person the opportunity to
show me that they cared and loved me.

It is still difficult for me to accept help, much less having to ask for help. | have also had to
accept that this is my issue and a product of my own insecurities because there is nothing

wrong with asking for or accepting help.

We should readily share the love of Christ in our hearts with others, but we should also allow
others to share their love of Christ with us. That can be a challenge for many of us. Aren’t we
always taught, “it is better to give than to receive?” Yet, by refusing to receive we are denying
someone the opportunity to give.

Accepting help, whether financial, labor, or even moral support does not mean that you are
stupid, incompetent, or even incapable. It does mean that a kind and loving person wants to
be a blessing to you just as you would readily want to be a blessing to them. By accepting a
person’s desire to be a blessing to us, we are truly blessed to be a blessing.

Blessings,
Pastor Dave



|UWi3Y JBpUS|e0-A|YIUOW/SIEPUS|BD/UIOD ZH XU MM/ SNy

“uud 0} 3214 D71 ZEXeMeA 6107 @
/S1BpUS|RD /WI0D ZHEXAMaA MMM/ /sy
WI0D ZH¥a1IaA AQ soyejdwa] sepusied

S910N
§1n02g gqno wdpg:g diysiop, weg|
slayewaald wdg |0oyog Aepung weg
0 6¢c 8¢
3NAa O4NI ¥31LITSMAN
sinoog gnn wdpg:g uoluNWwoy Wep, |
Teq useqei siayewsdald wdz [0oyas Aepung weg
A 9¢ SC Ve oA A4 1z
Jlouno) yoiny)
§IN00g gno wdgg:s diysiopy weq|,
siayewadsld wdg |ooyos Aepung weg
)[4 6L 8l Ll 9l Sl vl
Aiamaug uonediouewg
1e qnj9 suajy wdgg:g
uolunwwo) Weg|,
Bugealy siojsed sn0og qng wdge:g |ooyog Aepung weg
fiued poo 1sa.io4 Weg 90UIaJU0Y) Je JO)Sed OA7 wdg slayewadsld wdg SpUBH JNQ IO 5,p09
€l cl Ll 0L 6 8 4
snoog qng wdog:g
slayewsdald wdg ReqglogeT
9 S 14 € 4 2

Aepinjeg

Aepsiny)

Aepsaupapp

Aepsan)

GCc0c¢ d49IN31d3S




September Worship Assistants

September 7, 2025 — Communion
Deacon- Neal Harms

Usher — Neal Harms & Paul Harms
Greeters — Terry & Judy Bachtold
Lector - Lisa Heiser

Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha
Fellowship — Jerry & Peg Austman
Fill & Wash — Jana Lehmann

September 14, 2025

Deacon- Neal Harms

Usher — Neal Harms & Art Lehmann
Greeters — Randy & Jean Doran
Lector — Judy Bachtold

Fellowship — Gene & Carolyn Riha

September 21, 2025 — Communion
Deacon- Neal Harms

Usher — Neal Harms & Terry Bachtold
Greeters — Cal & Teresa Strahm
Lector - Lisa Heiser

Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha
Fellowship — Tom & Pam Kilgus

Fill & Wash — Jana Lehmann

September 28, 2025

Deacon- Neal Harms

Usher — Neal Harms & Jerry Austman
Greeters — Todd & Sheila Davies
Lector — Sheila Davies

Fellowship —LYO

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

September
Terry Bachtold

Monica Markley
Lisa Heiser
Mark Harms
Bob Sanders
Hayley Kintner
Tom Kilgus
Justin Maffett
Sandra Schrof
Jake Fellers

RN YRR

September
5 Rich & Jamie Stork

9 Jim & Judy Gerber

12 Gene & Carolyn Riha

19 Dustin & Kenadee Allen

22 Todd Scheel & Shiela Davies
23 Randy & Jean Doran

26 Tom & Jane Bounds
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Pravyer Concerns

... for those in the Military, and their famifies and friends
Luke Honegger

.. for our Missionary Families
The Steidinger Family in Brazil, The Bachtold Family in Ireland,
The Hall Family for their continued work with Hope Albania

... for those receiving nursing fiome care, and their families and friends.
Accolade, Pontiac: Ann Hoke, Maxine Yoder

Elpaso Health Care Center, Elpaso: Jill Babbs

Prairieview Nursing Home, Danforth: Jim Markley, Sr.

Prairieview Luther Place, Danforth: Dennis & Elsie Evelsizer
Serenity Villa, Fairbury: Ed & Thelma Harms

... for healing/health concerns, and strength for their families

Kelly Beck — breast cancer, Becky Bounds — cancer, Rebecca (Harms) Cassen — health issues,
Linda Daniels — health issues, Bryan Diemer — serious farm injuries, Dieter Elbert — health issues,
Becky Eimer — Parkinsons, Matt Gregory — liver transplant, Marge Haab - blood disease, Hope
Hack — cancer, Thelma Harms — broken hip, Brandy Humphrey — breast cancer, Jan Miller —
stroke and cancer, Suellen Starks — health issues, Teresa Strahm — broken hip, Ruby Wait — 10
vear old with acute leukemia .... And all those who need God’s healing touch.

... for those who are grieving

The family of Clarence Stadel (Pam Kilgus’s father).
The family of John Kostesich (Julie Harm’s brother-in-law).

Please help us keep our Prayer Concerns list up to date. If you know of someone who should
be added or removed from the above list, please let Pastor Dave or Bev know.

LoD

Mowing Sign-up is out!

You can sign-up to mow as a service to the church or o )
pay someone to mow. (Recommended amount is $40 Ramp — There is a pmtable 8-foot

per mowing) Mowing must be done by Saturday ramp available to borrow. It is in the
afternoons. furnace room. Call Jerry (815-848-
Mowers, if you are unsure of where to mow, ask! if you 849 I) with questions.

signed up to mow and then cannot mow, please ask
someone else to mow for you.

The Food Pantry is in need of

il the Woner brant! grocery bags, plastic bags and

Celebrate your special occasion egg cartons. Please put them in

or remember someone you love the green totes in the Parish Hall.
with an altar decoration,




nUSkor.
God's work.
Our hands.

God’s Work Our Hands is Sunday September 7. This is
the day the Evangelical Lutheran Church (ELCA) works together by
completing service projects for others. Projects planned are
helping at the Food Pantry and readying items for our Shoebox
Program. There is a task for anyone who is willing to help! Please
wear your yellow t-shirt if you have one.

Shoebox Project! We have collected enough donations to
pay for the postage needed to ship our 70 boxes ($10 per box)!
THANK YOU!! In September we are collecting personal care
items such as combs, small hairbrushes, hair items (ties,

barrettes), washcloths (preferably not white!), etc.... In
October we will finish with any miscellaneous items needed
such as small toys, etc.... If you are unable to shop but would
like to contribute, contact Lisa Heiser, Sandy Schrof or Peg
Austman.




WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

| am updating the Worship Assistants Lists. If you would like to serve as a Greeter, Usher,
Communion Assistant, Lector or serve Fellowship for worship services please sign the sign-
up sheet of your choice in the Narthex or email the church office. If you would like to be
taken off one or more of the lists, please cross your name off or email the church office. |
have put the list of people that | currently have below. The new changes will take effect
after the first of the new year. Thank You for helping with the worship services. The church

email address is: stpaulforrest@gmail.com.

Greeters

Gene & Carolyn Riha

Jerry & Peg Austman

Art & Jana Lehmann

Deb Sanders

Terry & Judy Bachtold
Randy & Jean Doran

Todd Scheel & Sheila Davies
Cal & Teresa Strahm (May — Sept.)
Donna Stehle

Monica Markley

Fellowship
Gene & Carolyn Riha

Jerry & Peg Austman

Tom & Pam Kilgus

Art & Jana Lehmann

Terry & Judy Bachtold

Patrick & Julie Harms

Brent & Paula Crane

Todd Scheel & Sheila Davies
Monica Markley

Cal & Teresa Strahm (May — Sept.)
LYO (4" Sunday)

Lectors Ushers
Sandy Schrof Paul Harms
Gabby Zeedyk Art Lehmann
Art Lehmann Terry Bachtold
Lisa Heiser Jerry Austman
Judy Bachtold Brent Crane
Sheila Davies Neal Harms
Randy Doran
Todd Scheel
o Communion Assistant
Carolyn Riha
Sandy Schrof
g Lisa Heiser
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New Assistant to the Bishop for
Transformational Communities

We are excited to share that that the Synod Council has called
the Reverend Kristen Schmid to serve as our new full-time
Assistant to the Bishop for Transformational Communities.
Growing out of the CaSTLE Project (Community and Small
Town Lived Ecclesiology) with Wartburg Theological Seminary,
the Assistant to the Bishop for Transformational Communities
will serve collaboratively with our current synod staff and
leaders in cultivating an ecclesiological transformation in small
town and rural communities across the synod, focused on
baptismal renewal and mission. This position will accompany
small town and rural communities of disciples by nurturing in
them a rediscovery of God's baptismal mission and identity for

: them and by equipping them with resources for more fully
living into Christ's mission in their local contexts and beyond. Funded by the generous
CaSTLE Project Grant we received from Wartburg Seminary, this position is a five-year
term call.

Since 2021, Pastor Schmid has been serving as pastor at Faith Lutheran Church in
Logansport, Indiana, and St. Peter's Lutheran Church in Camden, Indiana, two small
rural congregations north of Lafayette. Having grown up in California, Pastor Schmid
graduated from Stanford University in 1995 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Anthropology. In 2001, she earned a Master of Arts degree in Journalism from the
University of Missouri-Columbia. In 2021, she graduated from Lutheran School of
Theology in Chicago (LSTC) with her Master of Divinity degree, having completed her
internship at Salem Lutheran Church in Peoria. Prior to ordination, Kristen served as
the Director of Spiritual Gifts Ministries at St. John's Lutheran Church in Springfield and,
for 17 years, worked as a photojournalist with an emphasis on documentary
storytelling.

Pastor Schmid will begin her new role here in the synod on September 16 and will be
present with us at our Fall Theological Conference at Pere Marquette. "l feel that God is
calling me to take the exciting risk of paying attention to how the Holy Spirit is moving in
our rural congregations," Pastor Schmid says, "and to work with others to steward the
gifts of what we find."

Pastor Schmid is married to Ted Schurter, also a photographer and journalist. They
have two sons: Samuel (19) and Eli (16).

We look forward to welcoming Pastor Schmid back to our synod in this new calling.
Come, Holy Spirit!
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Fegisfrafion Torn.

Bring Your Favorite Cup to the C/SIS WELCA Fall Gathering

/"IyC“f 0"%‘1&“"?

When: September 20, 2025; 9am-3pm. \ Speakers
Where: Good Shepherd Lutheran 4 )) P]?St}?r JontFl:iy &
2101 S. Prospect Ave., Champaign 0 \ | = W;f ls\diiziti;glf
\ | V 4
How much: $20/person includes , )] / : the U of I Campus.
morning snack and lunch. \\; £ , ‘)] // i o)
Door Prizes ) Y S // Pastor Amy Ziettlow,

; : '\ ST = P Assistant to the
Silent Auction \ y ) ’ Bishop, will share a

& \\ / program based on
Fair Trade \ Joyce Rupp's
o devotion book,
Market 9 C The Cup of Our Life.

We'll also collect for Good Shepherd and Grace Lutheran food pantries
so bring a non-perishable item to share.

@ 1:;
To register, scan the QR code to register online or complete the form below :;l*j'fhk’ "shi!h:i;,
and mail it with your payment by September 13 to: ar! "l; "fgg,!*‘?’*; i
Nancy Schmidt, 9694 Tower Rd., Gillespie IL 62033 %‘;.‘4’, Ell ::‘i
_______________________ <SS
Name:
Address:
City: Zip:
Home Phone: Cell phone:

Email address:

Church Name & Town:

Allergies: Dietary concerns:
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