St. Paul’s Lutheran Church NOVEMBER 2025 EPISTLES

Pastor Dave Castner

320 South Oak Street, PO Box 410

Forrest, IL 61741

Church: 815-657-8506

Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com

Website: www.forreststpaulslutheran.com

Sunday School 9:00 am N,
Worship 10:00 am Facebook @SPLutheran125
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Pastor: Dave Castner Please have all
Cell: 970-290-1268 information for
Email: eriz1994 h the bulletin turned
mail. griz @vyahoo.com into the office by
Secretary: Beverly Koerner 9am Wednesday - Y ¥ =N N I——— .
Cell: 815-848-4398 morning and MARK YOUR CALENDAR E
Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com ?-efWSIett‘?r p Council Meeting
P : information turne
PraYer Chain: Carolyn Riha eite ths oiiies by Nov.ember 9, 2025
Cell: 815-674-3336 9am on the 3 i Devotions: Brent Crane
Email: generiha@mchsi.com Sunday of the :
month. --------------------------------------------------------------------
Please give the church office any address changes, new
phone numbers, new email addresses, etc ... so that we
can contact you when necessary.

In the FUture...

e December 1 - Salvation Army Bell Ringing at Dave’s

e December 3, 10, 17 — 6pm Soup Supper and Advent Service
e December 7 — Advent Dinner

e December 13 — Forrest Food Pantry

e December 14 — Church Council meeting after church

e December 21 — Wear your ugly Christmas Sweater to church A
e December 21— Newsletter Info Due Today

e December 24 — 7pm Christmas Eve Candlelight/Communion Service //‘E
e December 31— New Years Eve %‘ E
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“If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit.”
- Galatians 5:25

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I had to laugh when I read that in 1997, Mattel introduced Share a Smile Becky, a Barbie doll in
a wheelchair. This attempt at inclusivity had a problem though. The design proved problematic
because Becky’s wheelchair was incompatible with the iconic Barbie Dreamhouse; it would not
fit through the doors! T found this funny because it feels like the story of my life!

This story made me think about how we interact with those around us. There are people we
encounter in our lives who have some kind of need, and it can be difficult for us to figure out

how to help them.

Many people just ignore the problem but ignoring it does not help anyone. For Barbie, when
they had a problem with the chair not fitting in the dream house, instead of doing something to
remedy the situation, they just canceled the doll.

Last week I got a phone call from a woman who was seeking help from the pastor at the
Lutheran Church of Mahomet. I served as interim there four years ago and due to a technical
difficulty in their answering machine, I am still listed with me as their pastor with my contact
information. Without going into detail about her needs, suffice to say that she was experiencing
mental health issues, suffering extreme anxiety, and had nowhere to go.

I do not have much experience with mental illness, so I felt very unprepared to deal with her
that was tempted to just put her in contact with the pastor and wash my hands of her problems.
After all, she was not looking for me and was not even in my community. I also knew, as
tempting as that was, I had to try to help her. Jesus did not ignore the problem with the hope it
would go away.

After several hours of counseling with her and coordinating with Pastor Ron Poe, we were able
to help her with shelter and calm her anxiety. The last I heard from her was a call tearfully
thanking me for helping her. I don’t know where she is today, but I pray she is with people who
care about her and helping her get the help she needs.



The Barbie wheelchair and my own experience reminded me that it is easier to ignore a problem
rather than try to fix it, 1 may be biased but I believe our church is a wonderful place. I am not
talking about the facilities, but about you the people. I know nobody is perfect, but I am not
aware of anyone who is not a fundamentally good person at St Paul’s. If not, you have hidden
it from me very well. Yet, no matter how good a person we are, we all have our moments.

It is easy to become jaded or just to turn a blind eye on others. To remain engaged with people,
especially those who are in need, requires effort and is rarely convenient. Whether helping with
money, our time, our labor, or just a phone call can be physically and emotionally taxing on
you. And even with the best of efforts, we might wonder if we are even making a difference.

I have learned that when Jesus wants us to help the widow and orphan, it is not about our
relationship with them, but our relationship with Jesus. If we profess faith in Jesus, we need to
be faithful to his mission and his desire for our lives.

Jesus wants us to alleviate Suffering (to love others) as a reflection of our love for him. As we
bless others, we are blessed in return as we grow in our faith and relationship with Christ.

I see the failure of Share a Smile Becky Barbie doll as a metaphor. It illustrates how
considerations of people’s needs can often be an afterthought, if not outright ignored. A caring
heart reflects God's own nature, encouraging believers to be compassionate, kind, and
tenderhearted toward others, especially those in need. I am proud of our church and how we
serve others, but there is so much need in our community and world. We will not be able to
solve all the problems, but we will be faithful to Jesus and his calling for us.

Blessings,
Pastor Dave



Praver Concerns

.. Jor those in the Military, and their families and friends
Luke Honegger

... for our Missionary Families
The Steidinger Family in Brazil, The Bachtold Family in Ireland,
The Hall Family for their continued work with Hope Albania

... for those receiving nursing home care, and their families and friends.
Accolade, Pontiac: Ann Hoke, Maxine Yoder

Elpaso Health Care Center, Elpaso. Jill Babbs

Fairview Haven, Fairbury: Duke Harms

Praivieview Nursing Home, Danforth: Jim Markley, St.

Prairieview Luther Place, Danforth: Dennis & Elsie Evelsizer
Serenity Villa, Fairbury: Ed & Thelma Harms

... for healing/fiealth concerns, and strength for their families

Kelly Beck — breast cancer, Rebecca (Harms) Cassen — health issues, Linda Daniels — health
issues, Bryan Diemer — serious farm injuries, Dieter Elbert — health issues, Becky Eimer —
Parkinsons, Matt Gregory — liver transplant, Marge Haab — blood disease, Hope Hack — cancer,
Lindsay Honegger — cancer, Brandy Humphrey — breast cancer, Ivy Kaeb — seriously injured,
Jan Miller — stroke and cancer, Suellen Starks — health issues, Sierra Steidinger — nose surgery,
Ruby Wait — 10 year old with acute leukemia, Maxine Yoder — put on Comfort Care .... And all
those who need God'’s healing touch.

Please help us keep our Prayer Concerns list up to date. If you know of someone who should
be added or removed from the above list, please let Pastor Dave or Bev know.
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Ramp — There is a portable 8-foot ramp available to borrow. Itis
in the furnace room. Call Jerry (815-848-8491) with questions.

Gl tﬂadﬂﬂ fant] The Food Pantry is in need of

grocery bags, plastic bags and
egg cartons. Please putthem in
the green totes in the Parish Hall.

Celebrate your special occasion
or remember someone you love
with an altar decoration.
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November Worship Assistants

November 2, 2025 — Communion
Deacon- Neal Harms

Usher — Neal Harms &Terry Bachtold NovarbiaE
Greeters — Deb Sanders & Monica Markley —
Lector - Art Lehmann

Communion Assistant — Lisa Heiser

1 Itsuko Yoder
2 Sheila Davies

Fellowship — Brent & Paula Crane 10 Jon Hack

Fill & Wash — Gene & Carolyn Riha 12 Mike Eimer
12 Terri Hodges

November 9, 2025 14 Kenadee Allen

Deacon- Neal Harms 15 Judy Bachtold

Usher — Neal Harms & Jerry Austman

Greeters — Terry & Judy Bachtold 18 Cooper Palmore

Lector — Art Lehmann \ 18 Kyle Stork
Fellowship — Todd Scheel & Sheila Davies 20 Calvin Strahm
21 Julie Harms
November 16, 2025 — Communion 24 Patrick Harms
Deacon- Neal Harms 30 Tabitha Yoder

Usher — Neal Harms &Randy Doran
Greeters — Randy & Jean Doran
Lector - Sheila Davies

Communion Assistant — Lisa Heiser PPY

Fellowship — Monica Markley )
Fill & Wash — Gene & Carolyn Riha NNIVERSAR
November 23, 2025

Deacon- Neal Harms

Usher — Neal Harms & Todd Scheel November

Greeters — Todd Scheel & Sheila Davies 17 Rod & Terri Hodges
Lector — .Sandy Schrof 19 Doug & Dorothy Wessels
Fellowship —LYO 24 Michael & Jennifer Cleary

27 Patrick & Julie Harms

November 30, 2025 — Communion
Deacon- Neal Harins

Usher — Neal Harims & Paul Harms
Greeters — Monica Markley & Donna Stehle
Lector - Gabby Zeedyk

Communion Assistant — Lisa Heiser
Fellowship — Jerry & Peg Austman

Fill & Wash — Gene & Carolyn Riha




The New 2025 Pictorial Church Directories and Directories Updates

are on the table in the Narthex. There are 2 updated address cards for the
new church directory. Please pick up one of each update card and swap
with matching cards names in your directory.

e ™™

Operation Shoebox — We will be packing our Shoeboxes on
Sunday November 9th during Sunday School and fellowship.

Please join us for the fun!

——

NOVEMBER 2"
Daylight-saving time ends

m Turn your clock back one hour
tonight before going lo bed.

m |t's also time to change balteries
in your smoke detectors.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church will

be ringing bells for The
Salvation Army on December 1*
at Dave’s Supermarket in
Fairbury. Bell ringing begins at 8
am, ends at 7 pm and is divided
into 1-hour shifts. If you would be
willing to ring the bell for | or
more shifts, please sign up for an
available time on the signup sheet
that is on the table in the Narthex.

Hanging of the Greens
Sunday, November 23rd
After church

ADVENT CANDLE
LIGHTING

We are looking for 5 Families/Individuals
to read our Advent Readings and light the
Advent Candles at the beginning of our
Sunday Advent worship services and our
Christmas Eve worship service. If you
and/or your family would be willing to help
us out, please sign up for an available day
on the signup sheet that is on the table in the
Narthex. If you have any questions, please

ask Pastor Dave.
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