St. Paul’s Lutheran Church DECEMBER 2025 EPISTLES

Pastor Dave Castner

320 South Oak Street, PO Box 410

Forrest, IL 61741

Church: 815-657-8506

Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com

Website: www.forreststpaulslutheran.com

Sunday School 9:00 am ol
Worship 10:00 am Facebook @SPLutheran125

Pastor: Dave Castner Please have all
Cell: 970-290-1268 information for
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matl: griz @yahoo.com into the office by
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H[m the FUture...

January 4 — Un-Decorate the Church
e January 4 — Annual Reports Due
e January 10 — Forrest Food Pantry
e January 11— Church Council meeting after church
e January 18 — Newsletter Info Due
e February 1— Annual Meeting to Our Church




Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

In our Prayers of Intercession on Sept 28", there was a prayer that
| thought typified our view of God’s work in the world. It read, “Give
food to the hungry. Set the captives free. Lift up those who are
bowed down. Watch over the stranger. Tend to those who are

ill. Stir us to act in the best interest of our neighbors.”

| am not saying these are not noble things to pray for, but it was the
wording that struck a chord with me. The person who wrote these
words put all the responsibility on God’s shoulders except for the
supplication to, “Stir us to act in the best interest of our neighbors.”

| am not frying to be critical of the prayer writer because | doubt it
was intentional, but | have seen this train of thought before. To
implore God to make a difference in the world while the “prayee”
sits idly by waiting. | also used to think God heeded to change this
messed up world until | realized that he does change
things...through me!

Now | look at the world through a different lens. Instead of praying
and wishing for God to do something, now | pray for God to use me
to do his will. | pray for the ability, strength, and ambition to do his
work. Most of all, | pray that God gives me the ability to discern
what is needed. | can have all the ability, strength, and ambition in
the world, but if | cannot discern where to direct it, | fear it is
wasted. It truly is God’s work and our hands.

Blessings,

Pastor Dave



ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
November 9, 2025

Members present: Neal Harms, Jim Gerber, Lisa Heiser, Samanta Stork, Jerry Austman, Tom
Kilgus, and Monica Markley. Pastor Dave was also present.

Meeting called to order by Pres. N. Harms at 11:21am

Devotions: Jim Gerber

L Secretary’s Report — attached; Tom Kilgus motioned to accept; Jim Gerber seconded.
Motion carried.

II.  Treasurer’s Report - Jerry Austman motioned to accept as printed; Samantha Stork
seconded. Motion carried.

1II.  Pastor’s Report

» Fall Theological Conference was Sept. 22-24

« Preached at Prairiview on Oct. 12; going every 3 months in the rotation

« Composed two newsletter articles

+ Conducted one hospital visit

+ Conducted the funeral for Maxine Yoder

« Men’s group at Emancipation is going great with good attendance. Nobody
showed for the October gathering

+ Bev has completed working on the new directory

« Pastor is continuing to make house calls based on their availability

+ Pastor attended a Boundaries training

Thoughts for the future:

« We're getting ready for Advent

« We have several people who wish to become members. Pastor is trying to find time
to meet with London and Victoria but their schedule is quite busy. Pastor is waiting
on Justin Maffet’s paperwork from St. John’s in Anchor.

« Judy Bachtold and Timorie are starting a contemporary music time 9:30-9:50ish
before church each Sunday. They will be using recorded music and a television for
the lyrics. There is some interest in this from others and is a great way to make our
church more multi-generational.

o Timorie is providing a TV, a stand, and music to get started with.

o At this point, the plan is to not make this a highly advertised start as the
program is experimental and will need time to work the bugs out.

o This will help with options in worship and backup for Tom and Pam.

« We continue to grow slowly but it is exciting. Pastor would like to note that the
growth is due to word of mouth, so continue to invite your friends to church!

« Pastor received a thank you card from Pastor Kristen Schmid



IV. Committee Reports

A.  Worship

B.  Christian Education

C. Paul’sPlace

D.  Memorial

E.  Second Century

F.  Trustees/Properties

G.  Evangelism - meeting on Tuesday

a. Advent dinner is coming up. Meat is paid for by the church. Jerry motioned to approve.
Lisa Heiser seconded. Motion carried.

Vision Fund

o

V. Old Business
A. 2025 Pictorial Church Directories are done
B. Tree trimming update - Tree trimming is done
C.  Received a thank you note from Donna Stehle
D. Received a thank you letter from Mark Hasty from Anna-Jonesboro Lutheran

Parish

VI. New Business
A. Do you want to renew our subscription for the “Taking Faith Home” bulletin inserts?
a. Council agreed that we will continue the subscription, but we will not put
them in the bulletins since most end up in the recycling bin. Neal will talk to
Bev about how to still make these available to the congregation.
B. Annual Reports are due January 4, 2026
C. Compensation Committee needs to meet before the December meeting. They will decide
the monetary amounts allotted to various roles in the church. Jerry, Neal, Brent, Tom will be on
the committee.
D.  Nominating Committee — Gene Riha, Peg Austman, Rich Stork
E. Office needed to be filled — Treasurer, Deacon, Trustee, Prairieview Delegates

VII. Upcoming Dates
November 23 — Hanging of the Greens - all are welcome to help!
November 27 — Thanksgiving Day
November 30 — First Sunday in Advent - Advent Dinner date??
** Advent dinner will be on a Sunday
December 1 — Salvation Army Bell Ringing at Dave’s Supermarket
December 3, 10, 17 — 6pm Advent Soup Supper and Worship
December 7 — Advent Dinner date??
December 24 — 7pm Christmas Eve Worship Service



VIII. Next Meeting: December 14, 2025
Next Month Devotions: Brent Crane

Lisa Heiser made a motion to adjourn; Pastor Dave seconded. Meeting adjourned at
11:5lam

IX. Adjourn with Lord’s Prayer

Respectfully submitted,
Monica Markley




Praver Concerns

.. for those in the Military, and their families and friends
Luke Honegger

... for our Missionary Families
The Steidinger Family in Brazil, The Bachtold Family in Ireland,
The Hall Family for their continued work with Hope Albania

... for those recetving nursing home care, and their families and friends.
Accolade, Pontiac: Ann Hoke

Elpaso Health Care Center, Elpaso: Jill Babbs

Fairview Haven, Fairbury: Duke Harms

Praivieview Nursing Home, Danforth: Jim Markley, Sr.

Prairieview Luther Place, Danforth: Dennis & Elsie Evelsizer
Serenity Villa, Fairbury: Ed & Thelma Harms

... for healing/health concerns, and strength for their families

Kelly Beck — breast cancer, Rebecea (Harms) Cassen — health issues, Linda Daniels — health
issues, Aryka Dyck — 13 year old with bone cancer, Dieter Elbert — health issues, Becky Eimer —
Parkinsons, Marge Haab — blood disease, Hope Hack — cancer, Lindsay Honegger — cancer,
Brandy Humphrey — breast cancer, Ivy Kaeb — seriously injured, Jan Miller — stroke and cancer,
Rich Sanders — surgery, Suellen Starks — health issues, Cindy Steidinger — surgery to remove
tumors, Ruby Wait — 10 year old with acute leukemia .... And all those who need God’s healing
fouch.

... for those who are grieving
The family of Maxine Yoder.
The family of Mary Etta Mullen.

Please help us keep our Prayer Concerns list up to date, If you know of someone who should
be added or removed from the above list, please let Pastor Dave or Bev know.

CEo7r D

Ramp — There is a portable 8-foot ramp available to borrow. It is
in the furnace room. Call Jerry (815-848-8491) with questions.

G0 b?wdm k] The Food Pantry is in need of

grocery bags, plastic bags and
egg cartons. Please put them in
the green totes in the Parish Hall.

Celebrate your special occasion
or remember someone you love
with an altar decoration.
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December Worship Assistants

December 7,2025 — Communion
Deacon- Brent Crane

Usher — Brent Crane & Art Lehmann
Greeters — Gene & Carolyn Riha
Lector - Art Lehmann

Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha

Fill & Wash — Brent & Paula Crane

December 14, 2025

Deacon- Brent Crane

Usher — Brent Crane & Terry Bachtold
Greeters — Jerry & Peg Austman 6
Lector — Lisa Heiser 29
Fellowship — Gene & Carolyn Riha :

December 21, 2025 — Communion
Deacon- Brent Crane

Usher — Brent Crane & Jerry Austman
Greeters — Art & Jana Lehmann
Lector - Judy Bachtold

Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha
Fellowship — Tom & Pam Kilgus

Fill & Wash — Brent & Paula Crane

December 24, 2025—Christmas Eve — Communion
Deacon- Brent Crane

Usher — Brent Crane & Randy Doran
Greeters — Deb Sanders & Monica Markley
Lector - Judy Bachtold

Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha
Fill & Wash — Peg Austman

December 28, 2025

Deacon- Brent Crane

Usher — Brent Crane & Todd Scheel
Greeters — Terry & Judy Bachtold
Lector — Sheila Davies
Fellowship—LYO

December

Christine Palmore
Dennis Evelsizer

No December Anniversaries




The Advent Dinner
will be November
30" following
worship.
Meat, drinks, and
table service will be
provided. Please
Lets have some FUN! bring a dish to share.

Wegr your Ogly Christmas Sweater to  All are Welcome!!

chuech on Sunday, December 21.

Wednesday Advent Soup Supper and Worship will
be December 3, 10 and 17. Supper will be at 6pm
and Worship will follow. Everyone is Welcome!

" Qoinsettias ¥ - X5
You may choose red or white Bell g]ng g

&R poinsettia with a red, white or no
%  bow and 3 sizes are available.
Orders and payment are due
December 7, Sign-up sheet is on

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church will be
ringing bells for The Salvation
Army on December 1% at Dave’s

the table :n the Narthex; Supermarket in Fairbury. Our sign-
i 6 % = $14.00 &  upsheetis full! Thank You to
> 8 %" is $20.00 ) everyone that has signed up!!
10” is $25.00 -
Please contact Jamie Stork (815) W . 3
848-5538 with questions. | Ghris [mas Cookse E"d‘a"? )
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COMMITTEE HEADS - Please have @1’319 ‘ﬁ‘ @@zen @aekﬁeg 67 @a;zdy
your Annual Reports turned into the Go Hene With a Variety of Treats!

church office by January 4™ You

“may email them or put them in the
“basket in the secretary's office.




FORREST FOOD PANTRY CHRISMAS ANGELS (formerly known as the
“Angel Tree”) — For our Forrest Food Pantry Christmas Angel gifts for the
kids — we are partnering with Fairbury Presbyterian Church to participate
in their Christmas Giving Tree program. Our Food Pantry will be
collecting names of the kids of our clients like we always do and then
giving the names to the Presbyterian Church. They have a very good
system worked out to purchase and deliver the gifts. If you would like to
make a monetary donation to help them purchase the gifts, send by
December 17 to — Shirley Meenen, 25939 E. 1000 N. Rd., Forrest, IL
61741. Or call, if you have any questions — 815-657-8385. Thanks.

Operation Shoebox -

Several willing hands packed 70 shoeboxes on November 16 for
Operation Christmas Child. THANK YOU to all who generously
donated items and money to this project. A special thanks to
Deb Sanders who delivered our shoeboxes to Gibson City to
begin their journey.




THE FORREST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH 1S HOSTING.....

A HOLIDAY BAKE SALE AND MARKET

ON SATURDAY,
DECEMBER 6, 2025
8:00 - 11:00 AM
FORREST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE THIS
CHRISTMAS SEASON WITH A BAKE SALE AND
MARKET....STOP IN BEFORE THE FAIRBURY

CHRISTMAS PARADE ... SHOP AND

ENJOY COFFEE AND DONUTS WITH US...

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL THEN!!




St: Poul’y Lutheran Churciv
320 8. Oak Street, PO Box 410
Forrest, IL 61741




