St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Februarv 2026 EPISTLES

Pastor Dave Castner

320 South Oak Street, PO Box 410

Forrest, IL 61741

Church: 815-657-8506

Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com

Website: www.forreststpaulslutheran.com

Sunday School 9:00 am e
Worship 10:00 am Facebook @SPLutheran125
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Pastor: Dave Castner Please have all
Cell: 970-290-1268 nfotMation ot
S the bulletin turned
Email: griz1994@yahoo.com stife the office By
Secretary: Beverly Koerner 9am Wednesday R :
Cell: 815-848-4398 morning and !  MARKYOUR CALENDAR
Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com flefWSICtt?r 4 Council Meeting
- : information turne
Pra\:fer Chain: Carolyn Riha into the office by February 1, 2026
Cell: 815-674-3336 the 3rd Sunday of Devotions: None
Email: generiha@mchsi.com the month. ANNUAL MEETING DAY
Please give the church office any address changes, new
phone numbers, new email addresses, etc ... so that we
can contact you when necessary.

[m the Future...

March 4, 11, 18, 25 — 6pm Lent Soup Supper and Worship Service
e March 8 — Daylight Savings Time Begins

e March 8 — Church Council Meeting /
e March 14 — Forrest Food Pantry /A

e March 15 — Newsletter Info Due

e March 29 — Palm Sunday to Our Church
ur



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Living our lives as Christians can be a great and joyful experience. It can also be difficuit and confusing
trying to live our lives with love and grace in a world that is not just black and white, but a whole lot of

gray.

Jesus repeatedly calls us to love each other, but he does not elaborate on that. What if they don't
love me, they insult me, or they are absolutely wrong in their views? Jesus doesn’t make any
distinctions.

The world has always been difficult to live in, and people continually try to make it more difficult for
themselves and others. We are bombarded by “news” from social media, and the professional media
isn’t much better at times. Too often it is blatantly biased by the reporter’s personal agenda.
Unfortunately, people give more credibility to news that echoes their own views rather than well
researched and unbiased reporting. This is just one reason why there is so much division in our
country and the fault does not rest with just one group. 1am even shocked and disappointed to see
clergy chiming in with their own radical views to stir the pot further! Let’s be honest, we would all be
making the world a better place if we started using glue in place of Chapstick.

As Christians trying to navigate all this can be incredibly difficult. We each have our views and Jesus
certainly does not call for us to bury our heads in the sand. So, what do we do?

I am walking this minefield with you as well and I have found that when trying to navigate this life |
fall back on one basic idea, listen to Jesus. When things get complicated, | can find reason when |
ground myself in the basics. He is my compass in the storm, and | use him to keep my heading.

Jesus calls us to love the sinner and the saint. Those who love us and those who revile us. Jesus even
went so far as to ask God to forgive those who were killing him. That is quite an example that he set
for us.

| look at the news | shake my head in disbelief, but Jesus reminds me that all people are my brothers
and sisters. You may not like what you are seeing in our country and in our world right now but
remind yourself that amid all this political division, these are real people on the other side. No matter
what your personal political or social view may be, never forget that your “opponents” {for lack of a
better way to say it) are fellow children of God. We may not agree with them, but we must
remember to treat them with the love and dignity Jesus calls us to do.

Blessings,
Pastor Dave



ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
January 11, 2026

Members present: Neal Harms, Jim Gerber, Lisa Heiser, Samantha Stork, Brent Crane, Jerry
Austman, and Monica Markley. Pastor Dave was also present.

Meeting called to order by Pres. N. Harms at 11:25am

I. Secretary’s Report — attached - Jerry Austman motioned to accept; Lisa Heiser
seconded. Motion carried.

II.  Treasurer’s Report - the report reflects our year-to-date cash net to be in the red. This is
something we will be discussing over the next month or so. Brent Crane motioned to accept as
printed; Jerry Austman seconded. Motion carried.

III. Pastor’s Report

a. We had Advent services on December 10th and 17th. December 3rd was cancelled due to
weather.

b.  As an experiment on Dec. 3rd, Pastor recorded his message on YouTube and emailed the
link to the congregation so they could still hear a message. It was well received.

c. December 21st was Ugly Sweater Sunday; it was fun and a good turnout. It may be silly,
but it’s an opportunity to have fun and laugh!

d.  Pastor delivered presents to the shut-ins. They were prepared by Julie Harms and the
folks really appreciated receiving them,

e. Men’s group has changed locations. They are meeting at Dos Fuentes where it is quieter
and more conducive to visiting.
f. December 21st was a “Blue Sunday” service. This was new, but considering the year we

had, Pastor felt it was uplifting for those who were having a hard time celebrating this year.
Pastor received very positive feedback.

g. Christmas service went well. Pastor welcomes any feedback from the council about any
needed improvements.
h. Pastor was able to visit Dennis Evelsizer before he passed.
Upcoming:
a. There are five pastors in our conference who would like to rotate for the Wednesday

evening Lent Services. Pastor Christine McNeil from St. Paul in Pontiac, Pastor Brian Moeller
from St. Petri in Flanagan, Pastor Maria Bonine from Our Savior in Normal, and Pastor Nathan
Feig from St. Paul in Roberts,

This should be fun, and by getting to know other pastors in the conference, Pastor
hopes it opens up more possibilities in the future for our congregations being more
comfortable and enthusiastic about working together as one community of Christ.



b. Pastor will be on vacation Feb. 2-5th and the 8th. Jim Gerber will cover for Pastor
on Feb. 8th.

b. The YouTube message that Pastor posted was well received. He thinks this is
something we need to consider continuing or even expanding.

Other ideas:
a. Weekly YouTube postings for our shut-ins? Not sure if the need is there yet.

b.  With the YouTube message option, members now know this would be available. This
will maybe make the Council’s decision easier if we had to cancel in the case of a severe storm.
c. Pastor is considering purchasing an inexpensive Bluetooth microphone headset for better

sound quality.

IV. No Committee Reports

V. Old Business
A.  Annual Meeting will be Sunday, February 1, 2026.

VI. New Business
A.  Approve Agenda for Annual Meeting (attached)

VII.  Upcoming Dates
Bev out of office 1/30 — 2/12/26
February 1 — Annual Meeting and Church Council Meeting
*February 15 — Installation of New Church Council during worship
We don’t plan on doing a Fat Tuesday meal

VIII. Next Meeting: February 1, 2026
Next Month Devotions: NO DEVOTIONS — ANNUAL MEETING

March Devotions: Monica Markley

Lisa Heiser made a motion to adjourn; Jerty Austman seconded. Meeting adjourned at
11:53

IX. Adjourn with Lord’s Prayer

Respectfully submitted,
Monica Markley
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February Worship Assistants

February 1, 2026 — Communion

Deacon- Brent Crane

Usher — Brent Crane & Todd Scheel
Greeters — Jerry & Peg Austman

Lector - Sheila Davies

Communion Assistant — L.isa Heiser
Fellowship — Todd Scheel & Sheila Davies
Fill & Wash — Lisa Heiser

February 8, 2026

Deacon- Brent Crane

Usher — Brent Crane & Paul Harms
Greeters — Deb Sanders & Monica Markley
Lector — Gabby Zeedyk

Fellowship — Monica Markley

February 15, 2026 — Communion
Deacon- Brent Crane

Usher — Brent Crane & Terry Bachtold
Greeters — Terry & Judy Bachtold
Lector - Judy Bachtold

Communion Assistant — Lisa Heiser
Fellowship — Patrick & Julie Harms
Fill & Wash — L.isa Heiser

February 18, 2026 — Ash Wednesday — Communion

Deacon- Brent Crane
Usher — Brent Crane & Jerry Austman
Greeters — Randy & Jean Doran
Lector - Sandy Schrof

Communion Assistant — Lisa Heiser
Fill & Wash — Neal & Norma Harms

February 22, 2026

Deacon- Brent Crane

Usher — Brent Crane & Neal Harms
Greeters — Deb Sanders & Monica Markley
Lector — Gabby Zeedyk

Fellowship — LYO
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February
Judy Gerber

Megan Tremel

Luke Crane

Colter Sanders
Emersyn Tremel
Michael Cleary

Beth Rieger

Jim Starks

Rod Hodges

Duke Harms (young)
Cora Sanders
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Praver Concerns

... for those in the Military, and their families and friends
Luke Honegger

.. for our Missionary Families
The Steidinger Family in Brazil, The Bachtold Family in Ireland,
The Hall Family for their continued work with Hope Albania

... for those receiving nursing fiome care, and their families and friends.
Accolade, Pontiac: Ann Hoke

Elpaso Health Care Center, Elpaso. Jill Babbs

Prairieview Nursing Home, Danforth: Jim Markley, Sr.

Prairieview Luther Place, Danforth: Elsie Evelsizer

Serenity Villa, Fairbury: Ed & Thelma Harms

....for fiealing/fiealth concerns, and strength for their famifies
Kelly Beck — breast cancer, Rebecca (Harms) Cassen — health concerns, Linda Daniels — health
concerns, Dieter Elbert — health concerns, Becky Eimer — Parkinsons, Marge Haab — health
concerns, Hope Hack — cancer, Lindsay Honegger — cancer, Brandy Humphrey — breast cancer,
Ivy Kaeb — seriously injured, Larry Kaisner — bladder/lung cancer, Jan Miller — stroke and
cancer, Rich Sanders — surgery, Suellen Starks — health concerns, Cindy Steidinger — surgery fo
remove tumors, Sue Strong — testing for lung ailment, Aryka Dyck — 13 year old with bone cancer,
Ruby Wait — 10 year old with acute leukemia, Betsy Yoder — breast cancer .... And all those who
need God’s healing touch.

... for those who are grieving

The family of Dennis Evelsizer.
The family of Fred Gerber.
The family of Tom Glendenning.

Please help us keep our Prayer Concerns list up to date. If you know of someone who should
be added or removed from the above list, please let Pastor Dave or Bev know.

o7 D

Ramp — There is a portable 8-foot ramp available to borrow. Itis
in the furnace room. Call Jerry (815-848-8491) with questions.

gﬂmﬁﬂ fant] The Food Pantry is in need of

grocery bags, plastic bags and
egg cartons. Please put them in
the green totes in the Parish Hall.

Celebrate your special occasion
or remember someone you love
with an altar decoration.




There will be NO Pancake Sausage Supper on Fat Tuesday this year.

This fundraiser began with a purpose of helping fund our mission work trips. After
these trips ended, the funds raised benefitted various mission needs. Your support of

this fundraiser in the past years has been greatly appreciated.

The 2024 Annual Report is available for you to pick up in the

Narthex, it is also on the church website:
www.forreststpaulslutheran.com under the Church Council tab.

If you would like to have a copy emailed to you, please let Bev

The Annual Meeting will be held Sunday
February 1, 2026 after church.

WINTER STORM
WARNING

L

CHURCH CANCELLATIONS

If and when church is cancelled due to poor weather conditions you should receive a
phone call or an email letting you know of the cancellation. The cancellation will also
be posted on the church’s Facebook page and the church website. If you do not
receive a phone call or an email and you would like to please let Bev in the church
office know. Remember to always use your best judgement and stay home where you
are warm and sdfe if the conditions are not suitable for you to be out and about!




Dear Church Family,

Thank you for the nice Christmas Bag that Pastor Dave brought us.
We have used and eaten everything in it. We appreciated it very

much.
Thank You for all of the good wishes and all the prayers sent to us.

Ed and Thelma Harms

I A big THANK YOU to our church family at St. Paul’ S

| ! for the Christmas bag that Pastor Dave and his
famz[y delivered. It is always a blessing to be
rememﬁereo[

; God Bless all of you in 2026.

Flsie Fvelsizer

Sam and I want to send our Greetings to our St. Paul Family and
Friends and our thanks for the lovely Christmas bag full of many
treats. The visit from Pastor Dave was delightful, as always. We
appreciate your love and caring for us so well. May God bless you
and keep you in His perfect will.
A Happy and Joyful New Year we wish you all.
Sam and Jeanette Douglass

Stpquls ...........................................................................................................................................................
: If you could pass along our appreciation for St. Paul's generous gift to us in

: December! We are a bit late getting this thank you to ya'll, but wanted to let

: you know we are thankful for it. Can't believe we are in our fifth year here in

Ireland and so grateful for your support over the years.

God bless,
Evan & Rachel Bachtold
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VALENTINES
FOR
SENIORS
CARD DRIVE

HOSTED BY
STATE SENATOR

CHRIS BALKEMA © 1

AND STATE REPRESENTATIVES

JASON R. BUNTING
& DENNIS TIPSWORD

SHARE THE LOVE THIS VALENTINE’S DAY BY
BRINGING CHEER TO LOCAL SENIORS!

Drop off or mail cards by February 2nd , 2026 to one of the legislative offices:
. 305 West Madison Street, Pontiac, IL 61764
. + 132 East Main Street, Dwight, IL 61738
A . / « 125 West Front Street, El Paso, IL 61738
KESP « 1001 E. Grant Street, Watseka, IL 60970

Drop off hours are between 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Monday- Friday.

(IF YOU PLAN TO DELIVER THE CARDS IN PERSON, WE KINDLY ENCOURAGE YOU TO CALL AHEAD TO
ENSURE SOMEONE WILL BE AVAILABLE TO RECEIVE THEM)

FOR QUESTIONS, CONTACT: Michaelene at moldenettel@sgop.ilga.gov or (217)782-1650

- STATE REP. STATE REP.
JASON R. BUNTING DENNIS TIPSWORD

RepBunting.com RepTipsword.com

STATE SEN.
CHRIS BALKEMA

SenatorChrisBalkema.com

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE!



Cmtsc,“{ (ARRYIN(' ON IN
(HRIST'S MISSION

(/SIS NARRATIVE
BUDGET 2026

Prepared by the Mission Support and
Stewardship Education Committee for
2025 C/SIS Annual Synod Assembly

“What does the Synod do, anyway?”

Almost every leader, rostered or lay, has heard that
question a time or two. What you see before you is
the story of how the Central/Southern Illinois Synod
puts its mission into motion, as told through our
stewardship of the resources we have at hand. It’s the
story of how God’s people are working to bring the
Good News to all, in this place, and at this time. It’s
also a story of God’s unbreakable love, told not just
with words, but also with numbers. The Mission
Support and Stewardship Education Committee
invites you to learn more about what the synod does -
with the dollars you and your congregation give - in
the pages of this Narrative Budget.

And - if your congregation would like to learn how to
tell your story - and the story of your mission as God's
people - through a Narrative Budget, get in touch!
We’d love to help you learn alongside of us.




Proposed 2026 Budget i

How WE FuNnD our o1.304 621 S AT |
C i

(OMMON GOALS i

Strengthening Communication: Social Media

$37,178 (2.8%) Newsletter

Renewed Engagement of Youth and
Young Adults: $104,428 (8%)

« Ministry of the Director for Evangelical Mission
¢ Campus Ministry at U of I, ISU, and SIUC

¢ Supporting Lutheran Outdoor Ministry Center

e Faith Formation

e Carlinville Youth Retreat

e Leadership Lab

- Ministry of the Director for

Evangelical Mission

Supporting LSSI

« Global Mission Partnerships

« Social Ministry, Justice, and
Advocacy

« Lutheran World Relief

Building and Advancing Relationships

and Connections: $44,700 (3.4%)

Supporting Region 5

Bridges of Belonging Working Group
» Synod Assembly

» Conferences

Mission Support to
Churchwide Ministry of the
ELCA: $580,450 (44.5%)

ultivating Healthy Leaders, Both Lay and

Stewarding the Mission and Vision of C/SIS
Rostered: $199,666 (15.3%)

Nurturing Communities of Disciples, Equipped

» Ministry of Assistant to the Bishop for Transformational Leadership for Christ’s Mission: $238,452 (18.3%)

» Supporting Wartburg Seminary & Lutheran School of Theology, Chicago

» Candidacy « Ministry of the Bishop

- Leadership Support - Ministry of Executive Administrative Assistant
« Synod Authorized Ministry - Ministry of Financial Manager

. Call Process - Mission Support and Stewardship Education

- Fall Theological Retreat » Synod Operations

+ Synod Council
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Pictured:
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LUTHERA

L ﬁ’\ B R A
S5 . Rl ‘ 1 & 2: Loading a truck for LWR with quilts at St. John’s, Bloomington; 3: Pr. Amy
: ” ! i Ziettlow, Assistant to the Bishop, with the people of Immanuel, Lincoln; 4: Southern
Lﬂ‘ || el o Conference’s fall assembly, where they engaged in food packing project; 5: Vicar Kari

Gosteli welcomed at St. John's, Bluffs; 6: Deacon Jason Fisher, Assistant to the Bishop,
leads a children’s message at Faith, Jacksonville; 7: Easter Meal at Agape Campus
Ministry (ISU, Normal); 8: Installation of Pr. Mike Rahlf at Faith, Washington; 9: Pr.
Jennifer Hartweg-Brown and Vicar Chris Edmonds partner in new supervisory
relationship at Holy Cross, Decatur; 10: Council Retreat for St. Andrew’s Campus
Ministry (UIUC); 11: Deacon Jason Fisher on retreat with the folks at First,
Beardstown; 12: Pr. Amy Ziettlow with the folks at St. Luke’s, Campbell Hill

Pictured on Front: Youth from Southern Conference packaging
meals during fall assembly; leaders from St. Andrew’s Campus

I
JA g‘ Central/Southern Ministry (UIUC) volunteering at Sola Gratia Farm (St. Matthew,

Urbana)
%§|Z¥ !llinois Synod, ELCA
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VALENTINE
WINTER

A?
)
ROSES |
SKIING
SNOW
SWEETHEART

PRESIDENTS DAY

MARDI GRAS
RED

LOVE
PINK
PISCES
ROMANCE

GROUNDHOG DAY

FIREPLACE
FRIENDSHIP
HEART

LEAP YEAR

HUG
KISS

AQUARIUS
CANDLELIGHT
CARNATION
CHOCOLATE
COZY

CUPID
FEBRUARY

© Rhoda Design Studio




St. Paud’y Lutheraw Chuwchy
320 S. Oak Street, PO Box 410
Forrest, IL 61741




