St. Paul’s Lutheran Church MARCH 2026 EPISTLES

Pastor Dave Castner

320 South Oak Street, PO Box 410

Forrest, IL 61741

Church: 815-657-8506

Email: stpaulforrest@gmail.com

Website: www.forreststpaulslutheran.com
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In the Future...
e April 2—7pm Maundy Thursday Communion Worship
e April 3—7pm Good Friday Worship

e April 5—9am Easter Worship
e April 5— Easter Breakfast after worship

./A
e April 12 — Church Council Meeting after church :
e April 11 —9-11am Forrest Food Pantry W
e April 19 — Newsletter Info Due 7/9
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[ often say jokingly that guilt is a powerful motivator. What is not funny is how true it is. | speak often about
how we are to spread the gospel, the good news, to people. Scripture tells us to make disciples of all nations
{Now THAT is an intimidating task!) and that is exactly what we are called to do.

We have made disciples of all nations. There is almost no place on our planet that the gospel hasn’t been
preached. My professor Jim Nestingen told a story about missionaries going up the Amazon River to try and
contact tribes that have never been contacted by white men before. They were surprised to encounter
Christian natives. Even there the gospel of Jesus Christ was being spread by the natives themselves.

A friend who | graduated from seminary with was called to Shishmaref Alaska. There were no roads and they
lived by subsistence hunting caribou on snowmobiles and their fresh water came from cutting ice in the winter
and storing it in cisterns. It sounded like paradise to me and | was incredibly jealous, but Timorie wasn’t as
excited at the prospect. Yet there was a church there, a Lutheran church in fact. Everywhere Jesus is known.

We don’t have to go to the deepest, darkest Africa to spread the Gospel because there is still need here. As|
said, almost everywhere Jesus is known of, but not everyone knows Jesus as their lord and savior. That is
where we come in.

| don’t know if it is harder to introduce Jesus to someone who has never heard of him before, or to someone
who is jaded and refusing to believe, We may have the tougher job though the living conditions in our
missional field are easier.

As | said, guilt can be a powerful motivator but that should not be our motivator. We should not witness
because we are required to, but because we want to. We have this incredible life-changing message that
some people don’t have. We have the peace of love and life of having a relationship with Jesus. | can’t tell
you how many people | have been with at their bedside who were calm and comforted knowing that Jesus
was coming to take them home. What does death look like for an unbeliever or even someone who is unsure
of their faith?

I once baptized a young man in intensive care who suffered a blood clot in his lung and doctors were unsure
he would survive. He had had a tracheotomy and was on a ventilator which made him unable to talk but his
relief was obvious when he knew that, come what may, he had faith that Jesus would take him home. That is
just one of the gifts we give someone when they develop a personal relationship with Jesus.

So, guilt should not be our motivator. Jesus tells us to make disciples of all nations, not for his benefit, but for
ours. Jesus wants everyone to know him as their Lord and savior, and everyone needs to know him as well.
That is the gift we are giving them. It is up to us to be a living example of a child of God, to live a life of grace
and love to each other, and to share why Jesus matters to us. Only then can even the most pessimistic person
come to know the grace and unimaginable love that is Jesus.



ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
February 1, 2026

Members present: Brent Crane, Lisa Heiser, Samantha Stork, Carolyn Riha, Tom Kilgus, Randy
Doran, Monica Markley, Jerry Austman. Pastor Dave was also present.

Devotions: None

Election of Officers
1. President Brent Crane
2. Vice President Lisa Heiser
a. Motion to approve: Tom Kilgus; seconded: Jerry Austman. Motion catried.

L. Secretary’s Report — attached. Motion to approve: Randy Doran; seconded: Lisa Heiser.
Motion carried.

II.  Treasurer’s Report

Discussion about the negative balance of the year end Church Cash Net

Discussion about the cost of copying

Brief mention of the increase in the IRS standard mileage rate; now $0.725 mileage
Brent suggested creating a committee to discuss finances more closely

i. Motion to approve Treasurer’s report: Jerty Austman; seconded: Carolyn Riha. Motion
carried.
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ITI.  Pastor’s Report - printed in 2025 Annual Report
a. Pastor suggested a Cabin Fever event for the congregation: game night, bowling, or other
activity sometime in February. Great way to beat the winter blues!

IV. Committee Reports - none

A. Worship E. Second Century

B. Christian Education F. Trustees/Properties
C. Paul’s Place G. Evangelism

D. Memorial H. Vision Fund

V. Old Business
A. none

VI.  New Business

Check/update the “Council Members” list

Installation of Church Council on Sunday, February 15

2026/2027 Council Meeting dates (attached)

Sign up for Devotions

Easter is on April 5th: Sunrise Service at 8:00am with breakfast to follow
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VII.  Upcoming Dates
February 2 - 8 — Pastor on Vacation
January 30 - February 12 — Bev out of the office for daughter’s wedding
February 8 — Jim Gerber filling in for Pastor
February 15 — Church Council Installation during worship
February 18 — 7pm Ash Wednesday Worship Service
February 22 — Prairieview Annual Meeting
February 25, March 4, 11, 16, 25 — 6pm Lent Soup Supper and Worship Service;
Rotation of guest pastors

VIII. Next Meeting: March 8, 2026
Next Month Devotions: Monica Markley

Lisa Heiser made a motion to adjourn; Tom Kilgus seconded. Meeting adjourned at
12:25.

IX. Adjourn with Lord’s Prayer



St. Paul’s Lutheran Church — 2026 Council Members
Email: stpaulforrestwgmail.com  Phone: 815-657-8506
Pastor Dayve Castner, Cell Phone: 970-290-1298, Emuil: grizl994@@yahoo.com

Brent Crane (2024-2027) President/Deacon (C) 815-674-8314
berane(@first-online.com

Lisa Heiser (2024-2027) VP/ Elder (C) 815-419-7998
lisa.heiser7287@gmail.com

Monica Markley (2025-2028) Secretary (C) 815-419-4545
monicajmaurer(@gmail.com

Tom Kilgus (2021-2026) Treasurer (C) 309-824-4590
tomkilgus@yahoo.com

Samantha Stork (2025-2028) Elder (C) 815-848-5602
mrsstork08@hotmail.com

Randy Doran (2026-2029) ~ Deacon (H) 815-692-6447 (C) 815-867-3236
berane(@first-online.com

Jerry Austman (2025-2028) Trustee (C) 815-848-8491
jpaustman@mchsi.com

Carolyn Riha (2026-2029) Trustee (C) 815-674-3336
generiha@mchsi.com

Prairieview Delegates:

2026 Synod Delegates: Gene and Carolyn Riha
generiha@mchsi.com  (Carolyn Cell) 815-674-3336




Prayer Concerns

... for those in the Military, and their families and friends
Luke Honegger

... for our Missionary Families
The Steidinger Family in Brazil, The Bachtold Family in Ireland,
The Hall Family for their continued work with Hope Albania

... for those in the Military, and their families and friends
Luke Honegger

... for our Missionary Families
The Steidinger Family in Brazil, The Bachtold Family in Ireland,
The Hall Family for their continued work with Hope Albania

... for those receiving nursing home care, and their families and friends.
Accolade, Pontiac: Ann Hoke

Elpaso Health Care Center, Elpaso: Jill Babbs

Prairieview Nursing Home, Danforth: Jim Markley, Sr.

Prairieview Luther Place, Danforth: Elsie Evelsizer

Serenity Villa, Fairbury: Ed & Thelma Harms

... for healing/health concerns, and strength for their families

Kelly Beck — breast cancer, Rebecca (Harms) Cassen — health concerns, Linda Daniels — health
concerns, Dieter Elbert — health concerns, Becky Eimer — Parkinsons, Marge Haab — health
concerns, Hope Hack — cancer, Lindsay Honegger — cancer, Brandy Humphrey — breast cancer,
Ivy Kaeb — seriously injured, Larry Kaisner — bladder/lung cancer, Jan Miller — sfroke and
cancer, Bob Sanders — hospitalized, Rich Sanders — surgery, Suellen Starks — Aealth concerns,
Cindy Steidinger — surgery to remove tumors, Sue Strong — festing for lung ailment, Aryka Dyek —
13 year old with bone cancer, Ruby Wait — 10 year old with acute leukemia, Betsy Yoder — breast
cancer .... And all those who need God’s healing touch.

Please help us keep our Prayer Concerns list up to date. If you know of someone who should
be added or removed from the above list, please let Pastor Dave or Bev know.
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Ramp — There is a portable 8-foot ramp available to borrow. It is
in the furnace room. Call Jerry (815-848-8491) with questions.

The Food Pantry is in need of
grocery bags, plastic bags and
egg cartons. Please put them in
the green totes in the Parish Hall.

Fil the Poner chast]
Celebrate your special occasion

or remember someone you love
with an altar decoration.
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March Worship Assistants

WPy

March 1, 2026 — Communion

Usher — Brent Crane & Justin Maffett ' mm

Deacon- Brent Crane

Greeters — Deb Sanders & Donna Stehle
Lector - L.isa Heiser

Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha March
Fellowship — Jerry & Peg Austman 1 Jean Doran
Fill & Wash — Terry & Judy Bachtold 2 Piper Kintner

7 Jackson Gassaway
March 8, 2026 9  Elsie Evelsizer
Deacon- Brent Crane 9 Sadie Ropp
Usher — Brent Crane & Todd Scheel 12 Cayl Eimer
sreeters — Todd Scheel & Sheila Davies
Greeters — Todd Scheel & Sheila Davies 12 Wyatt Harms

Lector — Judy Bachtold
Fellowship — Tom & Pam Kilgus

12 Lauren Cabbage
17 Taylor Sanders

_ 24 Taylor Crane
March 15, 2026 — Communion 30 Sharri Crane
Deacon- Brent Crane

Usher — Brent Crane & Paul Harms
Greeters — Jerry & Peg Austman
Lector - Art Lehmann

Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha
Fellowship — Art & Jana Lehmann

Fill & Wash — Terry & Judy Bachtold

March 22, 2026

Deacon- Brent Crane

Usher — Brent Crane & Terry Bachtold
Greeters — Art & Jana Lehmann
Lector — Sheila Davies

Fellowship —LYO

March 29, 2026 — Palm Sunday — Communion
Deacon- Brent Crane

Usher — Brent Crane & Art Lehmann

Greeters — Deb Sanders & Monica Markley
Lector - Sandy Schrof

Communion Assistant — Carolyn Riha
Fellowship — Patrick & Julie Harms

Fill & Wash — Terry & Judy Bachtold




DAYUGHT SAVING TIME

Don’t forget to set all
of your clocks one
hour ahead!

Wednesday Night Lent Soup Supper and Worship
will be March 4, 11, 18 and 25.
Supper will be at 6pm with Worship afterwards.
Please signup to bring soup or dessert or both.
: The signup sheet is on the table in the narthex.
iniLent Everyone is Welcome!

Thank You to everyone who
contributed to our 8 Valentin Boxes.
The boxes were filled to the brim with
goodies and love. Job well done St.

Thank You to all my church family for the Valentine Box of

goodies.
‘ Jack

L
0“ Thank you so much for the Valentine’s Day gift box! I look

forward to them every year, and I’'m always blown away
with the thought and generosity from everyone. Thank

you again!

Katie Elbert




2026 Lenten Service Pastor Rotation

- Feb 18th: Ash Wednesday, in our home churches

Feb 25th:

«Pastor Maria Bonine (from Our Saviors, Normal) to St. Paul’s, Forrest

« Pastor Christine McNeil (from St. Paul’s, Pontiac) to Our Saviors, Normal
« Pastor Nathan Feig (from St. Paul’s, Roberts) to St. Paul’s, Pontiac
«Pastor Dave Castner (from St. Paul’s, Forrest) to St. Paul, Roberts

March 4th:

« Pastor Christine McNeil (from St. Paul’s, Pontiac) to St. Paul’s, Forrest
- Pastor Nathan Feig (from St. Paul’s, Roberts) to Our Saviors, Normal

- Pastor Dave Castner (from St. Paul’s, Forrest) to St. Paul’s, Pontiac

- Pastor Maria Bonine (from Our Saviors, Normal) to St. Paul’s, Roberts

March 11th:

- Pastor Nathan Feig (from St. Paul’s, Roberts) to St. Paul’s, Forrest

- Pastor Dave Castner (from St. Paul’s, Forrest) to Our Saviors, Normal

- Pastor Maria Bonine (from Our Saviors, Normal) to St. Paul’s, Pontiac

« Pastor Christine McNeil (from St. Paul’s, Pontiac) to St. Paul’s, Roberts

March 18th:

- Pastor Christine McNeil (from St. Paul’s, Pontiac) to St. Paul’s, Forrest
- Pastor Nathan Feig (from St. Paul’s, Roberts) to Our Saviors, Normal

- Pastor Dave Castner (from St. Paul’s, Forrest) to St. Paul’s, Pontiac

« Pastor Maria Bonine (from Our Saviors, Normal) to St. Paul’s, Roberts

March 25th: in our home churches




March crossword puzzle

1

)

ACross

2. hole-in-one

3. popular sport in mexico,
played with a small white ball
5. they bloom during spring
10. madness in march- nba

Down

1. played with a yellow
ball, the name is misleading
4. summer shoes

6. you hide and hunt them
7. its a season

8. running and field events
9. a religious celebration






